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JANUARY MEETING, 1894. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 11th instant, 
at three o'clock, P. m. In the absence of the President, the 
chair was taken by the surviving Vice-President, Mr. Charles 
Francis Adams. 

After the reading of the record of the last meeting, and of 
the list of donors to the Library during the last month, the 
Vice-President said : — 

Since the last meeting of the Society, a vacancy has occurred 
both in the roll of its Resident and in that of its Honorary 
Members. I have to announce the death of Henry Warren 
Torrey, one of our senior Resident Members. Elected in 
1859, Mr. Torrey's name stood, when the last published volume 
of the Proceedings of the Society was prepared, eighth upon 
our list. The Very Reverend Charles Merivale, chosen an 
Honorary Member at the October meeting, 1886, died at his 
home in England on the 27th of December. 

The President of the Society has placed in my hands a char- 
acteristic tribute to our associate, Mr. Torrey. As the Secre- 
tary will presently read this to you, I shall content myself 
with saying that Professor Torrey, though, as his middle name 
indicates, of original Pilgrim and Plymouth stock, was born 
in Roxbury, November 11, 1814, and accordingly, at the time of 
his death, was in his eightieth year. After graduating at Har- 
vard in the Class of 1833, feeling, like so many others, no strong 
call to any particular vocation, he applied himself to the study 
of the law, and was admitted to the bar in 1840. To those 
who have seen him here and known him long, it is hardly 
necessary to say that Mr. Torrey had small natural aptitude 
and less inclination for the active practice of the law. Pos- 
sibly, perhaps not improbably, he might, as time went on, have 
developed into a successful professor at the Law School ; but 
more probably, had he followed the profession, he would have 
passed his life in the preparation of treatises rather than in 
court-room work and legal contests. But, instead of devoting 
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himself to that calling, he early drifted away from it to that for 
which he had a greater inclination, the profession of teaching. 
In 1856 he was chosen McLean Professor of Ancient and 
Modern History in Harvard University, which position he filled 
for thirty years. Having rounded out that long period of 
' active professorial service, during which the degree of LL.D. 
was in 1879 conferred upon him by the University, he retired 
in 1886, becoming then Emeritus Professor. 

As a member of this Society, Mr. Torrey did his share of 
work. He was on the Standing Committee from April, 1867, 
to April, 1871, and he also was upon the Committee to publish 
the Sewall Diary, and another later Committee appointed to 
advise w^ith Mr. Winsor in the preparation of his '' Narrative 
and Critical History of America." The last contribution he 
made to the Proceedings of the Society was a feeling tribute 
to his intimate and life-long friend, Francis E. Parker, deliv- 
ered in this room on the announcement of Mr. Parker's death, 
at the February meeting of 1886. Of late years, owing to 
declining health, Mr. Torrey's face has been less often seen 
here than those who knew him well, and respected him for 
what he was really worth, would have desired. 

The Very Reverend Charles Merivale, Dean of Ely, was one 
of the last great scholarly English deans, of whom Milman 
and Stanley were the most familiar types. And speaking of 
Milman as one of those great deans, and, like Charles Merivale, 
a dean only, I am led aside to repeat an anecdote not without 
interest, which I remember hearing nearly thirty years ago at 
a London dinner-table. I forget who my informant was, pos- 
sibly Lord Houghton, possibly Mr. Charles Howard, but cer- 
tainly one whose authority in such matters could not be 
questioned. The anecdote illustrates curiously the great 
advance in critical research and liberal theology during the 
last forty years. The name of Dean Milman was more than 
once mentioned in connection with a bishopric. Finally, his 
advancement to a see was officially proposed to the Queen, 
though by what minister or in connection with what particu- 
lar diocese I am unable now to say. Some one not friendly 
to the appointment called her Majesty's attention to the fact 
that in one of his histories Milman had referred to Abraham 
as "the Sheikh Abraham." The phrase struck harshly on 
the somewhat Orthodox royal ear. That the Prophet and 
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Patriarch of sacred history, he with whom Jehovah had com- 
muned face to face, should be referred to by the title given 
customarily to the leader of an Arab horde, was then consid- 
ered what would now be called very " advanced theology." 
Accordingly, Milman's name was passed over, and another 
name upon the list selected. I remember my informant then 
added, in a somewhat earnest and impressive manner, that this 
was the reason, and the only reason, Milman died a dean, 
and not a bishop. 

Returning, however, to Dean Merivale, born in 1808, and 
a member of a distinguished family, his active literary career 
may be said to have extended from his first publication, a vol- 
ume of sermons, in 1838, to his poetical translation of the 
Iliad in 1869, -— a period of over thirty years. During that 
time his mental activity covered a wide field, including vol- 
umes of discourses and lectures, the well-known History of 
the Romans under the Empire, which appeared between 1850 
and 1862, and finally the translation of the Iliad, to which I 
have already referred, in 1869. 

I do not remember to have ever had the good fortune of 
meeting Dean Merivale. Neither do I possess that familiarity 
with his works which would enable me to pass judgment upon 
tliem. But it is sufficient to say that those better qualified 
than I have thought his History not unworthy to be men- 
tioned in the same breath with the results of the labors of 
Arnold and Gibbon. This is praise enough. 

Through the death of Mr. Torrey, the list of Resident Mem- 
bers of the Society has been reduced to ninety-five, and through 
the death of the Hon. Charles H. Bell, announced at our De- 
cember meeting, the list of Corresponding Members has been 
reduced to forty-eight. About two years ago the election of 
Corresponding Members became matter for consideration in the 
Council of this Society. A report of a comtniltee was then 
presented, in which it was recommended, as a general policy to 
be pursued, that " the number of Corresponding Members should 
be kept strictly within such limits as would cause an election 
to be looked upon as a valued recognition." The list of Cor- 
responding Members of the Society then contained the names 
of fift3^-five living persons ; and the Committee expressed the 
opinion that it would be desirable to allow this number to 
drop to fifty before any further additions were made, unless 
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in very exceptional cases. Finally, it was pronounced the 
proper policy of the Society to keep the number of Correspond- 
ing Members within that limit. This was two years ago, and 
the recommendation thus made was concurred in by the Coun- 
cil. Mr. Bell's death is the seventh which has since occurred 
among the fifty-five persons then upon the list. I now men- 
tion this fact, as both indicating to the Society at large the 
general policy on this subject which the Council has adopted, 
and also to call attention to the fact that the way is now 
open to additions to the list of Corresponding membership. 

Passing on from this subject, I am reminded by the absence 
of the President, and the circumstance of my to-day occupying 
for the first time his chair, of another thing which seems to 
me by no means without interest. Those present will doubtless 
remember a pleasant incident w^hich recently occurred in the 
House of Commons, when Mr. Gladstone celebrated his eighty- 
fourth birthday. Laying aside for the moment all feelings of 
party strife and personal like or dislike, the House of Commons, 
under the lead of Mr. Balfour, the head of her Majesty's Oppo- 
sition, resolved itself for the occasion into a social meeting, 
at which tribute irrespective of party was paid to the great 
Premier, and cordial felicitations fitting the occasion extended. 
Doubtless many of you present will also recall the parallel 
occasion eleven years before, when Mr. Gladstone and the 
House of Commons observed in a similar spirit the celebration 
of the fiftieth anniversary of his membership of that body. 

The absence of our President reminds me of the fact that 
there are three names now at the head of the list of our 
Resident membership, two of which represent a connection 
with the Society exceeding fifty years, while the other hovers 
upon the verge of that period. It is a thing for which I take 
some blame to myself that when Mr. Winthrop passed the limit 
in October, 1889, now more than four years ago, and when 
Mr. Ellis passed it in October, 1891, no notice was taken by 
the Society of events of such interest to us. I hope this 
will not be the case when the third name on our list shall 
touch the golden period in the coming month of May. Nor 
need the Society apprehend that, if the practice should be 
introduced of noticing an event of this sort whenever the 
time for so doing may arrive, the thing would become of such 
ordinary occurrence as to sink into a conventional usage. 



400 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

After our friend Dr. Paige shall have passed his fiftieth year 
of service in the coming May, an examination of the list shows 
that no similar event is likely to occur until our friend Dr. 
Green shall arrive, in the year 1910, at his eightieth year, 
should he, as we all hope he may, attain that age. Unless, 
therefore, Dr. Holmes should reach the truly Nestorian limit 
of ninety-eight, or Mr. Saltonstall the more modest and only 
patriarchal period of eighty-three, sixteen years must elapse 
before the Society can again celebrate a membership of a dura- 
tion equal to that of Dr. Paige, much less those of Mr. Win- 
throp or Dr. Ellis. An examination of the rolls of the Society 
shows also that connections lasting fifty years have been of rare 
occurrence, aijd that the coincidence of three names standing 
at the head of the list together, each representing that term, is 
unprecedented. During the one hundred and three years of 
the Society's life but five only of the whole number of members 
have fully rounded out the half century, of whom two are still 
with us. The others were John Davis (1791-1841), Josiah 
Quincy (1796-1846), and James Savage (1813-1863), a distin- 
guished trio, in honoring any one of whom by a special com- 
memoration all will agree the Society would have honored it- 
self. Its failure so to do must always remain matter of regret. 

Under these circumstances, and taking advantage of the 
temporary indisposition which causes the absence of our Presi- 
dent, — and from which I am glad to add he is rapidly re- 
covering, — the Society will, I am sure, concur with me in 
the propriety of extending to him in his absence an expres- 
sion of our affectionate memory of the deep and active interest 
he has ever evinced in its welfare and prosperity, and the 
earnest hope we entertain that we may long continue to 
welcome him here in occupation of the chair he has to-day 
vacated. 

1 will ask Judge Chamberlain to move that the Secretary 
be instructed to forward to the President, in the name of the 
Society, a copy of the last portion of these remarks. 

The motion of Judge Chamberlaust was adopted, all the 
members standing. 

The Recording Secretary then read the following tribute by 
Dr. Ellis to his friend and classmate, Professor Torrey : — 

The life of our late honored and distinguished associate, Prof. 
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Henry Warren Torrey, was closed by a brief illness on the day 
of our last meeting in this hall. That life, continued through 
a full term of years, was devoted to the highest form of intel- 
lectual training and discipline for a long succession of pupils 
and scholars. His own course in preparatory and academic 
studies was at once continued in intelligent and faithful work 
in teaching, and mental discipline in the higher ranges of 
education. 

Having graduated at Harvard in 1833, he began his aca- 
demic services there as tutor in several departments fifty years 
ago. For a brief interval he engaged in private instruction. 
In 1856 he was appointed McLean Professor of History, and 
on resigning the office held the title of Emeritus in 1886. 
Having in mind the many able and devoted officers Harvard, 
especially during the last half-century, has had as its guides 
and helpers in its steady advance and development, there is a 
host of contemporary witnesses to the fact that Professor Tor- 
rey was signally distinguished and appreciated for the ability 
and the entire devotion of his attainments in exact and varied 
scholarship, and especially for the scrupulous and conscien- 
tious devotion which engaged him wholly in the work for 
the College. 

He won and held the hearty confidence, the high respect, 
and the affectionate attachment of the members of his classes, 
who found in him a wise and efficient helper in quickening 
their own industry and in adding to their knowledge. 

To all who have been in intimacy with Mr. Torrey through 
the whole or the later periods of his life, his elevated traits 
of character, his modest and gentle bearing, his delicate refine- 
ment, and his strict conscientiousness in the estimate and per- 
formance of his duties, expressed, as did his features, marked 
and engaging qualities. 

He valued his connection with this Society, and heartily 
sympathized with its work. He came of the pure original Ply- 
mouth Pilgrim stock, and the blood of many of those Forefathers 
mingled in his veins. I recall, as illustrative of the modesty 
and conscientiousness to which I have alluded, the fact that 
when he was elected to membership here, he expressed to me 
with much diffidence and earnestness his misgiving whether 
he would find membership consistent with his prior duties to 
the College. 

51 
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Having been already three years in his professorship of 
history there, the College could hardly grudge us the honor 
of his name on our rolls. He was one of the Committee for 
annotating and publishing the journal of Judge Sewall. He 
rendered valuable aid in this work by researches in the college 
library. 

Mr. Adams, having called the Corresponding Secretary, Mr. 
Justin Winsor, to the chair, then read the following paper : 

Those present at the last meeting of the Society will re- 
member that our associate Mr. R. C. Winthrop, Jr., then read 
an interesting paper on certain original manuscripts relating 
to early New England history, which had recently come to 
light ; and in his paper took occasion to refer at some length 
to a recent publication of mine entitled "• Massachusetts : its 
Historians and its History." It is, of course, needless for me 
to call attention to the fact that the publication in question 
was one brought out in the ordinary process of historical in- 
vestigation, and in no way connected with this Society. 

At the time I called attention to the fact that Mr. Win- 
throp's course in this matter, and his quite outspoken utter- 
ances, though, as between him and me, perhaps made allowable 
by that give-and-take understanding which naturally results 
from a close and kindly personal acquaintance originating in 
the boyish freedom of college intercourse, and continued 
through forty years of maturer life, yet, on the record and in 
cold print, constituted somewhat of an innovation upon the 
traditions ot this Society.^ The next day, when, in conse- 
quence of this remark of mine, I received a note from him 
offering at once to withdraw and suppress all he had said in 
his paper on the subject of my book if it gave me the slightest 
annoyance, I took occasion in my reply, while altogether 
deprecating any suppression, to observe that none the less his 
paper had, so far as I was concerned, " smacked rather of the 
floor of the House of Commons than of the Chamber of the 
Academy." 

For myself, I will say at the outset, I have more than 
a regard, I have a profound respect, for the traditions of this 
Society. In this country, with its tendency to excessive free- 

1 See Proceedings, vol. iii. pp. 257, 268. 
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dom of speech and a disregard of the recognized conventional- 
ities of what is sometimes termed a more effete civilization, 
we all, I am confident, feel that there is something refreshing 
and, so to speak, restful in the well-ordered quiet and de- 
corum, the old-time courtesy and mutual consideration, char- 
acteristic of this room. All this may sometimes be referred 
to in other and less respectful language ; but no one has any 
disposition to disturb, much less violate it. 

Thus thinking and feeling, I am altogether unwilling to be 
drawn into a discussion which could possibly leave upon the 
record of the proceedings of the Society any word of mine 
personal to myself or my writings. Such, in my judgment, 
would be unworthy of a place there. Nor, in thus speaking, do 
I confine the remark to myself or the products of my own pen. 

Ignoring, therefore, whatever in Mr. Winthrop's paper was 
individual to myself or my methods of expression, I propose 
to discuss in as impersonal a spirit as I can those points of his- 
torical fact upon which Mr. Winthrop seems disposed to take 
issue with me. 

A somewhat careful examination of Mr. Winthrop's paper 
in its printed form fails to show an}^ important matter relat- 
ing to fact upon which he thus takes issue, except as respects 
the feeling with which the friends of the Massachusetts 
Colony in England regarded in the earlier period the policy 
of compelled conformity here adopted. Dealing with this sub- 
ject in detail, our associate endeavors to show that the docu- 
mentary evidence adduced by me in support of my statements 
is at best irrelevant, and more than intimates that a harsher 
term might well be applied to my use of that evidence ; for he 
says I ''omit to mention " the dates of the letters, etc., from 
which I quote, — and he then goes on to point out that these 
letters, etc., in all cases bore date long subsequent to the An- 
tinomian contest of 1636-1638, — in one case at least seven 
years and in another nearly forty. Finally he adds, referring 
to an assertion of mine that the letters referred to ''constitute 
nothing less than an indictment of the early polity of Massa- 
chusetts at the bar of history," that he knows not what signi- 
fication I apply to the word " early." He then proceeds to 
confine the word " early " to the events of 1637, and seem- 
ingly convicts me of manipulation of evidence. But I will 
quote his own words : *' If I were asked for evidence of the 
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state of feeling among friends of the Colony in England dur- 
ing the period of the Antinomian Controversy, I should not 
wish to appear to seek it in what was written many years 
afterward in relation to a wholly different condition of things " ; 
and elsewhere he says of me, *' the date he omits to mention." 

I believe I have stated Mr. Winthrop's point with accuracy 
and scrupulous fairness. I shall now proceed to deal with it. 
If Mr. Winthrop does not, as he asserts, know what significa- 
tion I attached to the word " early " in my reference to the 
early polity of Massachusetts, it is, I submit, no fault of mine. 
I certainly defined it clearly and repeatedly enough. It is on 
the thirty-eighth page of the book he was criticising that the 
expression he refers to occurs. Only six pages before (p. 32), 
while entering on this part of the discussion, I had defined the 
expression as including the " forty years which immediately 
followed the Synod of 1637." On the same page I had ex- 
pressly said, " After 1680 a certain degree of formal toleration 
existed"; and from the beginning almost to the end of the 
book under discussion, the controversy of 1637 is referred to 
simply as the date at which the polity thenceforth continued 
was first entered upon. It was of this continuing policy, un- 
broken in any way until the arrival of the so-called King's 
missive in November, 1661, that the letters I referred to con- 
stituted a contemporaneous indictment. As such they were, 
I now confidently submit, germane, strictly to the point, and, 
moreover, conclusive. 

It so chances that I have recently, in connection with a 
forthcoming volume of the publications of the Prince Society, 
entitled " Antinomianism in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay," 
been engaged in what I fancy may prove to be the most care- 
ful study yet made of this very point of the contemporaneous 
state of feeling among the friends of the Colony in England 
during the period of the Antinomian Controversy ; and, as a 
result of that investigation, — made, let me add, as part of the 
study which led to my writing the " Massachusetts," — as a re- 
sult of that investigation, I thought I saw cause to believe 
that at the time the troubles in Massachusetts of 1637 at- 
tracted almost no notice at all in England. Englishmen then 
were intent on other things. So far as I could learn, the man- 
uscript of what has since been known as Thomas Welde's 
" Short Story " — the book to which we owe nearly all the 
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information we possess of those occurrences — lay undisturbed 
and unnoticed somewhere in London from the summer of 
1638, when it arrived there, until 1644, when at last it was 
printed. Then exhumed, it was published as one of the pam- 
phlet missiles hurled to and fro by those engaged in the first 
fierce British battle over religious toleration at that time raging 
in the Westminster Assembly. Brought out apparently under 
the approving auspices of the rigid Scot Presbyterians, it 
was intended to discredit and put to rout the radicals of re- 
ligious freedom, a contemptible minority fighting under the 
leadership of the younger Vane. 

But all this I have gone into at length in the introductory 
matter to the Prince Society volume referred to, and it would 
be mere waste of time and space to repeat it here. I refer to 
it only in connection with that part of Mr. Winthrop's paper in 
which he quotes from Emmanuel Downing's letter of Novem- 
ber, 1637, printed thirty years ago by this Society, and adduces 
what he thus quotes as evidence of what the " best and wor- 
thiest men " then thought in England. Emmanuel Downing ! 
A few years ago a member of this Society, probably now pres- 
ent, published a memoir of his father, the Rev. Rufus Ellis ; 
and in it, mercifully, but, as I think, wrongly, suppressing the 
name of the writer, he inserted a letter ^ written by a smug, 
conservative Boston professional or business man, of a type 
common enough in that day, but now in their descendants 
craving oblivion only. The letter has a true historical signi- 
ficance, — it is eloquent in its insolence ; so I quote it in full, 
in order that for all time it may enjoy such further vogue as 
an insertion in the Proceedings of this Society will certainly 
give to it. The date was October, 1856. 

Dear Sir, — I am sorry you should have thought fit to introduce 
the subject of slavery into your morning's sermon. The discussion of 
this subject from the pulpit, in our community, will not tend to promote 
pure religion or good morality ; on the contrary, it may engender feel- 
ings leading to strife and bitterness. Hereafter, when you propose to 
preach on slavery, I should deem it a favor to be informed, so that I may 
absent myself from the meeting, and be saved the painful necessity of 
quitting my pew during the service. 

I am your friend and servant, 

Rev. R. Ellis, Exeter Place. 

1 A. B. Ellis's Memoir of Rufus Ellis, p. 168. 
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The writer of that precious epistle is in his grave. Nine 
years later the great fight had been fought out, and slavery had 
vanished forever from the land ; President Lincoln had deliv- 
ered his immortal second inaugural, and truly " every drop of 
blood drawn with the lash " had been '' paid by another drawn 
with the sword." Some of us here now remember well enough 
what a large portion of those deemed "best and worthiest" in 
Boston and this land of ours then thought on the subject of sla- 
very, and the agitation against it. The Boston gentleman who 
that October evening wrote to his pastor the letter I have read 
voiced their feelings only too well. But would we now quote 
that letter, or the evidence of its writer, to show what the 
really ''best and worthiest men" of the time felt in 1856 
on the great religious and moral issues involved in African 
slavery ? 

It was much the same with Emmanuel Downing as respects 
the equally great issues of two centuries and a half ago. Mr. 
Winthrop has referred to the volume of the Collections of the 
Society in which the letter he quotes from was published.^ It 
was through that volume I first made the acquaintance of Em- 
manuel Downing ; and I was, I remember, introduced to him 
by no less a person than our late distinguished colleague, James 
Russell Lowell. Downing was in company with Hugh Peter ; 
and Mr. Lowell referred to the pair, not unjustly as on fuller 
knowledge it has since seemed to me, as two men who " leave 
a positively unpleasant savor in the nostrils. Each is selfish 
in his own way, — Downing with the shrewdness of an attor- 
ney, Peter with that clerical unction which in a vulgar nature 
so easily degenerates into greasiness. Neither of them was the 
man for a forlorn hope, and both returned to England when 
the civil war opened prospect of preferment there. Both, we 
suspect, were inclined to value their Puritanism for its rewards 
in this world rather than the next. Downing's son. Sir George, 
was basely prosperous, making the good cause pay him so long 
as it was solvent, and then selling out in season to betray his 
old commander. Colonel Okey, to the shambles at Charing 
Cross." 2 

To modify slightly Mr. Winthrop's language, if I were asked 
for evidence of the state of feeling as respects persecution for 

1 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vi. p. 48. 

2 Among my Books : New England Two Centuries Ago, p. 247. 
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conscience' sake among England's " best and worthiest " be- 
tween the years 1637 and 1645, I should not " wish to appear 
to seek it " in the correspondence of a self-seeking London 
attorney ; on the contrary, I should look for it, as I did look 
for it, in that portion of the book which Mr. Winthrop criti- 
cises, — in the recorded utterances of those great historic 
characters of the time, whose faces were turned steadily to the 
morning, and reflected the strong light of the breaking dawn, 
— the Miltons, the Cromwells, and the Vanes. These I 
quoted, — they are my witnesses, their voices are with me ; 
but Mr. Winthrop, ruling them out of court, calls in their 
place to the stand — Emmanuel Downing ! 

But on this issue I have not done yet. Our associate in- 
timates that the course of the Massachusetts magistrates and 
clergy in the Antinomian controversy was looked upon with 
approval by the best English opinion of the time. That it 
was looked upon with approval is certain ; whether by the 
" best and worthiest " depends wholly on whom you see fit 
to classify as such. If the most extreme and intolerant Scotch 
Presbyterians are accepted before the bar of history as the 
" best and worthiest," they certainly regarded this feature of 
the Massachusetts polity of 1637 with unqualified and out- 
spoken commendation, and wished its adoption in England. 
This, as I have shown in the publication of the Prince Society 
already referred to, is apparent in the controversial pamphlets 
of the day, and was voiced by one known in history by the 
appellation Thomas Carlyle bestowed upon him of " Baillie 
the Covenanter." Referring probably to Governor Winthrop's 
" Apologie," ^ then fresh from the press, Baillie remarked : 
" Only they in New England are more strict and rigid than 
we, or any church, to suppress, by the power of the magis- 
trate, all who are not of their way, to banishment ordinarily 
and presently even to death lately, or perpetual slavery."^ 

1 Antinomianism in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 1636-38. Prince Society 
Publications, pp. 191-233. 

2 Baillie's Letters and Journals, vol. ii.pp. 17, 18. No. 59, May 17, 1644. " In 
the mean time [the Independents] over all the land, are making up a faction to 
their own way, the far most part whereof is fallen off to Anabaptism and Antino- 
mianism. Sundry also worse, if worse needs be : the mortality of the soul, the 
denial of angels and devils, and cast off all sacraments, and many blasphemous 
things. All these are from New England, where divers are in irons for their 
blasphemies, condemned to perpetual slavery, and well near by a few votes it 
went for the life. . . . Whoever there, were they angels for life and doctrine, will 
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And to me, as a descendant of those thus commended, the bit- 
terest thing about this utterance is its truth ; yet what worse 
or more, except in degree, could have been said of Spain, or 
that renowned institution with which the name of Torquemada 
is familiarly associated ? 

In the course of his remarks Mr, Winthrop referred also to my 
allusions to his ancestor Governor Winthrop, and bore a to me 
pleasant testimony to the courtesy with which in my writings I 
have always referred to the first Governor of Massachusetts, — 
for such in verity John Winthrop was ; and he added that he 
considered it no derogation to his ancestor that I intimated he 
was not so strong or so great a man as William the Silent. 
A word now on that comparison. In the first place I meant 
it, — if Mr. Winthrop will pardon so direct a form of speech, 
possibly open to the charge of brusqueness. There are three 
men, and, so far as I know, only three, who by common 
acceptance, at least among us Americans, really occupy the 
position which Clarendon tells us was at the time of the Long 
Parliament popularly assigned to John Hampden, — the posi- 
tion of Pater Patrice, Those three are William of Nassau, 
John Winthrop, and George Washington. No other men in 
the history of any country, unless we go back to Scripture 
story and the legend of the Sheikh Abraham, occupy a position 
similar to that of each and all of those three. A triumvirate 
in history, they are unique. 

I now propose to institute no comparison between John 
Winthrop and William of Nassau or George Washington. 
But I will say that the older I have grown and the more I 
have studied and seen, the greater in my esteem, as an element 
of strength in a people, has character become, and the less in 
the conduct of human affairs have I thought of mere capacity 
or even genius. With character a race will become great, 
even though they be as stupid and unassimilating as the 
Romans ; without character, any race will in the long run 
prove a failure, though it may number in it individuals having 
all the brilliancy of the Jews, crowned with the genius of 
Napoleon. The French and the Germans are even now illus- 
trating the truth of my proposition. In that book to which 
Mr. Winthrop has called your attention, I say of John 

essay to set up a different way from them, shall be sure of present banishment/* 
— Baillie's Letters and Journals, vol, ii. pp. 3, 4. 
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Winthrop that " his force lay in character " ; and when I said 
that, I paid, and meant to pay, the highest tribute which in 
my judgment can be paid to a race or to its individual typical 
men. John Winthrop, like William of Nassau a century be- 
fore and George Washington a century after, conferred on a 
nascent community the greatest boon possible, — the example 
of lofty character in public life ; as such, he was and still 
remains a guiding star. " The virtues of a superior man are 
like the wind ; the virtues of a common man are like the grass ; 
the grass, when the wind passes over it, bends." 

And now, having said thus much, I almost regret being 
forced to add one further controversial word ; but it is essen- 
tial to my argument. Once for all I want to enter my 
protest against the assumption, only too common, and so far 
as I know unchallenged, that in some mysterious way the 
intensity of conviction and sternness of purpose, so noticeable 
in the Puritan character, implied, of necessity, narrowness and 
intolerance ; and that we must be satisfied to take the Puritan 
character, and see it and accept it as a whole. Without their 
narrowness the Puritans, we are told, could not have had 
their intensity and strength. I utterly deny that the best and 
highest type of Puritan character was either narrow or intole- 
rant. That the baser and more earthy and conventional type 
was, and that, as the thing ran to seed and began to cumber 
the earth, the baser and more earthy type predominated and 
obtained the mastery, until swept away as a nuisance and a 
nightmare, — a portion of the worthless worn-out clothes of 
a dead past, — all that I admit, and believe history proves. 
But who will deny that John Hampden, John Milton, Oliver 
Cromwell, and Sir Harry Vane were typical Puritans? Who 
will assert that they were, as men, narrow and intolerant ? 
That John Winthrop, the father, and John Winthrop, the son, 
that Richard Saltonstall and John Cotton, were typical Puri- 
tans will be conceded ; that by nature they were men neither 
narrow nor intolerant, I have asserted, and the record proves. 
That the type degenerated as the Endicotts, the Dudleys, the 
John Wilsons, and the John Nortons more and more assumed 
control, I have endeavored to sho'w. I confess to feeling small 
respect for the latter-day New England Puritan of the accepted, 
conventional pattern. The more I have studied him and the 
closer I have got to him, the less edifying and admirable has 

52 
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he seemed. It was a second edition, from plates very much 
worn ; and the world derived, so far as I have been able to 
see, no benefit from it. Consequently, that what is known as 
Puritanism became in Massachusetts at last, and that too at a 
quite early day, a mere empty formula, and then a worthless 
obstruction, I fully believe, and have tried, by quoting its 
utterances, to prove. But that Emmanuel Downing or Hugh 
Peter was a better type of the early Puritan than John Milton 
or John Plampden, or Thomas Dudley and John Endicott 
than John Winthrop and Richard Saltonstall, I utterly deny, 
and of it demand evidence. As yet I have seen none. 

In the matter of religious toleration, also, it is urged by Mr. 
Winthrop, as it time out of mind has been urged by those 
composing the school of Massachusetts investigators with 
which he declares himself in sympathy, that, in the words of 
President Qiiincy, — himself, by the way, an example of high 
civic character, — "had our early ancestors adopted the course 
we at this day are apt to deem so easy and obvious, and 
placed their government on the basis of liberty for all sorts 
of consciences, it would have been, in that age, a certain 
introduction of anarchy." 

On this point I ask why, if this was so with Massachusetts 
and John Winthrop in 1637, it was otherwise with William of 
Nassau and Holland nearly a century before? Holland as a 
country was not rich or blessed by nature. Reclaimed from 
the sea, Massachusetts was almost a paradise to it. A simple, 
industrious, unwarlike race, the Hollanders stood through 
forty years face to face with the foremost power* of the world, 
with the gold of all America behind it, engaged in one long 
death-grapple. I speak within strict limits when I say the 
worst trials and greatest dangers our ancestors ever had to 
apprehend were as nothing compared with those actually 
encountered and overcome by the Dutch. Yet at the out- 
set William the Silent established for his people, and for 
all time among them, the policy of religious toleration.^ It 

1 " One measure [William, from as early as 1572] always insisted on, and it 
forms the key-note of all his policy. Although the feeling against the Catholics 
was bitter, and it had been intensified by a partisan struggle in whicli the reform- 
ers had now become the victors, he proclaimed and enforced full religious tolera- 
tion, requiring an oath from all officers and magistrates that they would ' offer 
no let or hindrance to the Roman churches/ " 

" The people about him [William] had been the victims of a persecution 
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did not there prove the " introduction of anarchy " ; yet it was 
done at a time earlier, much earlier, and under conditions of 
infinitely greater public danger, than the time in which and 
the conditions under which the policy of repression was estab- 
lished for Massachusetts. If full religious toleration worked 
well in Holland in the sixteenth century and during interne- 
cine strife, as history shows and all admit, why must it neces- 
sarily in the seventeenth century have proved the ^' certain 
introduction of anarchy " in peaceful Massachusetts ? Roger 
Williams asked that same question of John Cotton just two 

which had furrowed the soil with graves and filled the land with widows and 
orphans. When they came into power, by driving out the Spaniards, it was but 
human to think of retaliation. More than this, they had every other motive that 
ever bred intolerance in other lands, and all intensified in degree. The Catholics 
among them not only professed a creed which they believed born of hell, but, in 
addition, were largely public enemies or lukewarm friends. They were men 
whom they had fought in street broils, who had advised the surrender of their 
towns, and whom they suspected of plotting against their liberties. Under such 
conditions, loud were the cries for the extirpation or banishment of the hated 
papists; still louder were those for the suppression of their form of worship. 
Against all this WiUiam of Orange stood like a wall of adamant. Open or 
known civil enemies could be banished or suppressed, he said, but no man must 
be molested on account of his religious faith. Of course he was denounced. 
Ministers from the pulpit declared that he cared nothing either for God or for 
religion. Even his brother, John of Nassau, protested against toleration of the 
Catholics. But he carried the day ; and when the union was formed between 
Holland and Zealand, it was provided that no inquisition should be made into 
any man's belief or conscience, nor should any man by cause thereof suffer injury 
or hindrance. The Reformed Evangelical Church was established for the state, 
but no other form of religion was to be suppressed unless contrary to the Gospel. 
Toleration thus became the corner-stone of the republic, and under this liberal 
doctrine all sects throve and were protected, even the Jews, who denied the 
Gospel, never being disturbed on that account." 

In 1577 an attempt was made in Holland to exclude the Anabaptists from citi- 
zenship. Sainte Aldegonde, the accomplished scholar and friend of the Prince of 
Orange, was in favor of the project. How he was met is told in one of his 
letters : — 

" ' The affair of the Anabaptists has been renewed. The prince objects to 
exclude them from citizenship. He answered me sharply that their yea was 
equal to our oath, and that we should not press this matter unless we were 
willing to confess that it was just for the Papists to compel us to a divine service 
which was against our conscience. In short, I don't see how we can accom- 
plish our wish in this matter. The prince has uttered reproaches to me that our 
clergy are striving to obtain a mastery over conscience.' 

" This was in 1577. In the next year the authorities of Middelburg, in Zea- 
land, attempted a persecution of the Anabaptists in their midst. This the prince 
at once arrested. He wrote to the magistrates reminding them that these peace- 
ful burghers were always perfectly willing to bear their share of the common 
burdens, that their word was as good as an oath, and that as to the matter of 
military service, although their principles forbade them to bear arms, they had 
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centuries and a half ago,^ as I ask it now. It was not an- 
swered then ; it remains unanswered yet. 

Dr. Samuel A. Gbeen said : — 

In Professor Goldwin Smith's recently published work en- 
titled " The United States, An Outline of Political History 
1492-1871," the writer, on the authority of the Baroness de 
Riedesel, makes a statement concerning an affair said to have 
happened in Boston during the Revolutionary period, which 
the circumstances of the case do not warrant. While it is 
always hard to prove a negative in any disputed question, the 
details of this occurrence are so monstrous and improbable 
that they bear on the face full evidence of their falsity. In 
speaking of the chivalrous treatment which Burgoyne and 
his army received from General Gates after their surrender, 
the writer goes on to say: — 

When they got to Boston there was a change. Madame de Riedesel, 
the wife of the German General, complains that she was cruelly in- 
sulted by the Boston women. In her memoir we are told that the 
wife and young daughter of Captain Fenton, a royalist absentee, were 
stripped naked, tarred and feathered, and paraded through the city. 
(Page 99.) 

The inference is here left that Mrs. Fenton and her daugh- 
ter were thus outraged after Madame de Riedesel's arrival in 
Boston, though this is not stated in so many words. If the 
affair ever happened at all, judging from the memoir, it prob- 
ably occurred before her arrival there in the autumn of 1777, 

ever been ready to provide and pay for substitutes. * We declare to you, there 
fore/ said he, * that you have no right to trouble yourselves with any man's con- 
science so long as nothing is done to cause private harm or public scandal. We 
therefore expressly ordain that you desist from molesting these Baptists, from 
offering hindrance to their handicraft and daily trade by which they can earn 
bread for their wives and children, and that you permit them henceforth to open 
their shops and to do their work according to the custom of former days. 
Beware, therefore, of disobedience and of resistance to the ordinance which we 
now establish.'"— Douglas Campbell's The Puritan in Holland, England, and 
America, vol. i. pp. 197, 243, 244, 247, 248. 

The language employed by William in the closing sentences of the last ex- 
tract is in singular and refreshing contrast with the language of both the magis- 
trates and the General Court of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, not only as 
respects the Quakers, but also as respects the same sect, known as Anabaptists, 
which had appeared at Middelburg two whole generations before. 

1 The Bloudy Tenent (1644), p. 160. 
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but in the quotations, given below, the date of the assault 
is left very obscure. The extracts taken from the latest trans- 
lation of her " Letters and Journals relating to the War of 
the American Revolution " (Albany, 1867), and the fullest in 
English, are as follows : — 

la the house in which I lived at Bristol, there was a Captain Fen ton 
whose wife had remained in Boston with a daughter of fourteen. He 
loved them both dearly, and begged me to take charge of letters when 
I should embark for America. Upon my arrival there, I learned that 
as her husband had not returned they had been imprisoned, and after- 
wards greatly ill used. I will narrate this, however, in its proper 
place. (Pages 48, 49.) 

During my sojourn at Bristol, in England, I had made the acquaint- 
ance of a Captain Fenton, from Boston, to whom the Americans, upon 
the breaking out of the war, had sent a summons, but which, true to 
his king, he would not obey. Upon this, the women of the exasperated 
rabble seized his wife — a woman deserving of all esteem — and his 
very beautiful daughter of fifteen years, and without regard to their 
goodness, beauty or modesty, stripped them naked, besmeared them 
with tar, rolled them in feathers, and, in this condition, led them 
through the city as a show. What might not be expected from such 
people, inspired with the most bitter hatred ! (Pages 140, 141.) 

These references are undoubtedly to John Fenton, who 
had been a captain in the British army, but afterward settled 
at Plymouth, New Hampshire, where he was commissioned 
colonel in the militia. He was a noted tory, and at the 
beginning of the Revolution was a member of the House of 
Representatives in that State, from which body he was ex- 
pelled on account of his political proclivities. At a later 
period he was arrested by order of the Provincial Congress, 
and placed on his parole ; and on September 19, 1775, General 
Washington was instructed by the Continental Congress to 
discharge him from custody, "on his giving his parole of 
honour to proceed to New-York^ and from thence to GireaU 
Britain or Ireland, and not to take up arms against the good 
people of this Continent." 

One of the sisters of the well-known Sir John Temple, the 
igrrandfather of the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, married in New 
England, long before the Revolution, a Captain Fenton, for- 
merly of the British army, and subsequently a Loyalist refugee, 
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whose daughters received small pensions from the English 
government. There can hardly be a doubt that she was the 
person referred to by the Baroness de Riedesel ; but among 
her collateral kindred in Boston there is no tradition that she 
was ever maltreated by a mob, and no reference to such an 
occurrence has been found among the numerous family letters 
of that period still extant. 

While the town of Boston was held by the English, and the 
streets were bristling with soldiers, it seems impossible that 
such an outrage against decency could have been committed 
by any mob. If it occurred at all, then, it must have been 
after the Evacuation of the town, — which took place on 
March 17, 1776, — and probably before the beginning of the 
year 1778. A careful and critical examination of all the Bos- 
ton newspapers, however, printed between April 1, 1775, and 
January 1, 1778, has failed to reyeal the slightest allusion 
to such an event, which surely in some way would have been 
noticed in their columns, if it had ever happened. The papers, 
thus examined, are : — 

" The Massachusetts Gazette : and the Boston Weekly 
News-Letter," of which the latest number in this Library, 
was published on February 22, 1776 ; '' The Boston-Gazette, 
and Country Journal"; "The Continental Journal, and 
Weekly Advertiser," of which the first number appeared on 
May 30, 1776 ; and " The New-England Chronicle : or, the 
Essex Gazette " (Cambridge) from May 12, 1775, to April 4, 
1776, " The New-England Chronicle " (the same newspaper, 
then published in Boston) from April 25 to September 12, 
" The Lidependent Chronicle " (still the same) from Septem- 
ber 19 to October 31, 1776, and after that date called " The 
Inde23endent Chronicle. And the Universal Advertiser." 

Owing to the exigencies of the Revolutionary War, " The 
Essex Gazette," originally published at Salem, was removed 
to Cambridge, and shortly afterward to Boston ; and owing to 
various causes, not now understood, the title of the newspaper 
was often chaiiged. 

Without doubt the patriots felt a very bitter aniraosit}^ 
against tlie tories of that period, but in all their actions, of 
which many, perhaps, would have been accounted lawless at 
other times, they respected decency. They were men of 
families, and, true to their English instincts, always de- 
fended the dignity of womanhood ; and they never would 
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have allowed an exasperated rabble thus grossly to insult 
defenceless women. 

Lord Mahon, in his " History of England from the Peace of 
Utrecht to the Peace of Versailles. 1713-1783 " (fifth edition, 
London, VL 194), mentions the same shocking story ; and he, 
too, gives Madame de Riedesel as his authority for the state- 
ment, but he leaves it to be inferred that the occurrence took 
place after her arrival in Boston. 

More than ten years ago, at a meeting of the Historical 
Society on March 9, 1882, Mr. Henry Cabot Lodge referred to 
the same subject, and said that his attention had been called 
to it by Mr. Edward J. Lowell, who was then in Germany. 
As no corroborative testimony has ever been found elsewhere, 
Mr. Lodge did not hesitate to pronounce the whole story a 
falsehood. 

This German baroness was a guileless woman, unused to 
the ways of the world, — as crops out in her " Letters and 
Journals," etc., — and too readily believed improbable tales. 
She had never seen the seamy side of life, and her credulity was 
equalled only by her inexperience. Without doubt the story 
was told to her, and she jotted it down ; but her authority in 
the matter is entitled to no more weight than specks of dust 
floating in the air. 

Dr. Green also said : — 

For several years it has been known that it was the inten- 
tion of our late associate and senior Vice-President, Francis 
Parkman, to bequeath his valuable collection of manuscripts 
to the Historical Society. For the most part, they are copies 
made from the original documents found among the Public 
Archives in Paris, Quebec, and elsewhere ; and they have 
formed the basis of his historical works. As an earnest of 
this intention on his part, at five different times, he has given 
a large part of the collection, which has already been noticed 
by the Society. (See Proceedings, 2d series, I. 360-362, III. 
152, 153, VL 165, 391, 392, VIL 348, 349, VHL 171.) I now 
desire to report that the remaining portion of the manu- 
scripts was delivered last Thursday (January 4), and that as 
Librarian I signed the receipt furnished by the executors of 
his estate. They are contained in two trunks, and have been 
placed in the Parkman Cabinet with a view to a careful 
examination and arrangement. 
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Among the books received on December 9, 1886, is a thin 
volume containing copies of seven letters from General Pero 
Menendez de Aviles to the King of Spain. They are in 
Spanish, and a translation by the late Mr. Henry Ware is 
bound up in the sanie volume. During the latter part of his 
life Mr. Parkman had in mind to edit and print these letters, 
presumably for the Proceedings of the Society. As this plan 
was never carried out by him, I herewith submit a copy for 
the consideration of the Publishing Committee : — 

Florida. Years 1565 and 1566. 

F. 14. D. N° 40. 

Seven letters written to^ the King by the General Pero Menendez de 
Aviles, from the 13t^ of August 1565, to the 30*^ of the next January, 
giving a report to him of the success of his expedition, and of the 
cruises made by him from the time that he left Spain to undertake the 
conquest, settlement and pacification of Florida, and of the victory 
gained by him at the fort which the French had erected, with various 
important suggestions concerning what ought to be done for the security 
of that coast, and the navigation of the Channel of Bahama. 



Your Royal Catholic Majesty. I sailed from the smooth seas of 
the Grand Canaries, on the eighth of the last month, and the same 
night a strong breeze struck me, two leagues from land, although the 
vessels that were going out with me were becalmed, so that, although 
I endeavored to wait for them, doing everything possible, in the morn- 
ing I was eight leagues from land, out of sight of the ships, save one 
which started with me ; and finding myself alone, and that it was im- 
possible to go back to land to seek them, I pursued my voyage with fine 
weather, until at 350 leagues from Florida, a hurricane struck me, and 
it was a miracle that it did not sink us, seeing that we carried so much 
artillery and equipments above what is usual, being equipped for service. 

Hoping to fall in with the French fleet, it was a bad thing to put back 
into port, and the wind was so great and the sea so rough, that we were 
compelled to throw many guns overboard, (although none of Your 
Majesty's were thrown over,) while the force of the storm and wind 
was so great that it carried away all our masts and sails, except only 
the mainmast, with the loss of the topmast. It lasted two days and one 
night, but as the ship was so staunch and strong, and such a good sailor, 
our Lord was pleased to permit us to escape. The storm abating, I set 
to work to repair damages the best I could, from certain spare spars and 
canvass, of which I made yards and sails, and on account of the light- 
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ness of the ship she sailed moderately, so that I was obliged to make 
sail hither to Puerto Rico, where I arrived on the eighth of this month, 
having seen no land from the Canaries here ; and not finding here any 
supply of masts or of cordage, and on account of the loss of time there 
would be in waiting and sending elsewhere for them, from which great 
trouble might result, inasmuch as, if the French should arrive in 
Florida, they could land and fortify themselves securely ; so, for these 
reasons, I resolved, within three days, to depart hence and go to 
Havana or Matanzas, and so I advise the Audiencia de Santo 
Domingo of the proposed voyage, which is short and the safest we can 
make, for they tell me in this place, that at Santo Domingo they are 
very much afraid of sailing to Florida, in the season of hurricanes. 
By the orders that I shall give, by the help of God, there will not be 
much to fear ; I also sent them a skilful pilot, so that with the charts in 
his hands, they will soon perceive that I am confident that, so soon as 
they understand the good and very safe course that we shall be able 
to make, the troops, both land and sea, will be more zealous to make 
the voyage, which, it is certain by the help of God, will be both short 
and safe, and time will be gained and the ships that sail from this port 
and from Santo Domingo at Your Majesty's charge, will not be put to 
so great cost, and by these orders, and the help of our Lord, I hope to 
be in Florida, (if they sail speedily from Santo Domingo,) in the course 
of this month of August, up to the 10*.^ of September, and I trust in 
Our Lord that the voyage will be short and safe. 

When I left Seville, Pedro de las Roclas had been gone twenty-two 
days with his fleet and squadron, and when I arrived at the Canaries, 
he had been gone a week from Gomera. Two of the ships of his fleet 
sailed for this port, but neither of them has arrived. If the same 
weather comes to him that came to me, his fleet must have had trouble. 
May God bring him out in safety. I greatly fear I shall not be able 
to avail myself of his flag ship, as it will reach Havana so late, but 
I assure Your. Majesty, that though neither the troops nor the horses 
should come in time, I shall not fail to land in Florida with such force 
as T shall have with me ; for, if it should be before the French arrive 
there, it seems to me that we shall be strong enough to take the mouth 
of the harbor from them and fortify ourselves there, so as to intercept 
the succor that they are looking for, for it seems to me that, to end this 
war speedily, it is chiefly important that I shall arrive in Florida before 
the French, and in all reason, judging from the speed with which I have 
come thus far, and shall go from here to Florida, I shall arrive before 
them, and although in doing this, we incur some risk, and undertake 
great labors, yet it seems to me that we ought not, for these reasons to 
fail to venture ; for, if the French shall arrive first in Florida, all the 
force that I have, although it go altogether, is too small to attack them. 

53 
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It is a month since a French vessel went to San Germains which was 
going to Florida and had captured a vessel with the despatches that 
Your Majesty sent to these parts. I believe it carried supplies to those 
who were in Florida, advising them of the aid that was to be sent 
them, and that I was marching upon them, and that they should fortify 
themselves and hold out till they arrived ; at which I am very sorry, 
but shall not for that fail to go to seek them with all despatch, with 
such force as I may find. 

From this city I take a good ship with 50 men, soldiers and sailors, 
and twenty horses ; and Your Majesty's Governor and officers have 
showed me every favor, and given me all aid for my speedy despatch 
and departure hence. They have also fitted out this ship for me to 
take with me, and give me moreover two very good barks, of which one 
shall go with the despatches to Santo Domingo and Havana, and the 
other I take with me to the coast of Florida, to discharge the ship with, 
so as to send her back within two or three days to this fort, so that 
she need not be making expense, and as she runs great risk at the 
entrance of the harbor, on account of the great depth of water that she 
requires, and as the barks will answer to discharge the troops, artillery 
ammunition and stores that are in the galleon. 

Juan Ponce de Leon, Your Majesty's auditor in this island, and 
Alcayde of the fortress, is one of the chief gentlemen here. I have 
spoken to him of the great consequence that it is to Your Majesty's 
service that I go on with this enterprise and that my intent is to spend 
my whole life and substance in it, for the service of Our Lord God, and 
I requested him that he would take upon him my authority and act as 
my Lieutenant in this city and port, inasmuch as all the vessels and 
troops that are to go to Florida must come here to load horses and 
cattle. We need for this purpose a man of substance, and who has 
some part in the country. He has accepted this offer, for Your 
Majesty's service, as well as to do me a favor, and to him Your 
Majesty may send any despatches that are to go to me, so that he may 
forward them to me in Florida. I pray that Your Majesty will do me 
the favor to write to him, to keep him in your service, as it will be a 
reason for his doing with more zeal and good will all the things that 
will be necessary to be done for me in relation to Florida, which will 
be of use in Your Majesty's service. 

May Our Lord prosper and preserve the Royal Catholic person 
of Your Majesty, giving increase of great realms and kingdoms, as we 
Your Majesty's servants desire, and as Christendom demands. 

Dated at Puerto Rico, on the 13*^ of August, in the year 1565. 
Your Majesty's humble servant kisses your royal hands. 

Pero Meneistdez. 
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II. 

Your Royal Catholic Majesty. I sailed from Puerto Rico on the IS^.l" 
of August, for the Havana with the ship that I found with me, to join 
there the reinforcements from Santo Domingo, and proceed to this 
province of Florida, and continued to prosecute my voyage, the appear- 
ance of the sun and moon seeming to indicate fair weather. Thinking 
that, if I could succeed in reaching this harbor where the Frenchmen 
were, before the French fleet should arrive, I had sufficient force to 
take and hold it until the reinforcements from Santo Domingo and the 
troops that I required shall reach me, for the reason that they had 
built their fort five leagues up the river inland, and that there is an 
island at the mouth of the river of about a league long within, and 
alongside of the harbor, which they must necessarily enter, and which, 
whoever holds, is master of the sea, and can easily hold it, so that no 
ship can enter or go out of that harbor, without leave of the Alcayde 
who may command there. Hearing this secret from the two French- 
men with me, (whom Your Majesty ordered to be handed over to me,) 
and who were the first who had been there, who also told me that, if 
the Frenchmen should arrive there before me, they would fortify this 
island so that they should be masters of the sea, it seemed to me the best 
plan, as I found myself with 800 persons, 500 of them soldiers, who 
could be landed, with 200 seamen, the other hundred being useless 
people, married men, women and children and officials, to sail for this 
port, and take and fortify this island. And having held a council con- 
cerning this with all the captains and officers, both naval and military, 
and they being unanimously of the same opinion, thinking that, if the 
French fleet should arrive first, the war was at an end, and that, when 
the cavalry from Santo Domingo should reach us, we should be masters 
of the campaign, both by land and by sea, and should have them 
surrounded, however strong they might be, and be able to destroy them, 
without their being able to receive help, either by land or sea ; and so, 
being of this mind, we pursued our course to this place, and on the 
25*^ of August, being Sunday at noon, we -made this land at Cape 
Canaveral, in latitude of 28 degrees, at the mouth of the Bahama 
Channel. We sailed along the coast, seeking this harbor, as far as the 
29*?? degree, (for such was the account that I had, that the Frenchmen 
were between the 28*.^ and 29*^ degrees.) Not finding it, we went on as 
far as twenty-nine and a half degrees, and then, seeing fires on the coast, 
on the second of September I sent ashore a Captain with 20 soldiers, to 
endeavor to get speech of the Indians, that they might give us news of 
this harbor ; and so this Captain came up with them and spoke with 
them, and they told him, by signs, that the harbor was further on, in 
higher latitude, towards the North ; and having returned the same day 
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with this answer, I determined to go ashore myself the next day in the 
morning to see these Indians, who seemed to be a noble race, and I 
took some things for barter with them. They were well pleased with 
me, assuring me that the harbor was further on, and so we went on our 
way to seek it, sailing thence on our search on the 4*^ of September, 
and the same day at two in the afternoon we discovered it, and four 
ships anchored there, showing the flags of Captain and Admiral. Being 
thus certain that the succor had come to them, and that by falling sud- 
denly on these four ships we should be able to take them, I decided to 
attack, and being yet half a league away from them, there came up 
great thunder and lightning and rain, and then the wind left us be- 
calmed. But about ten at night, it came on to blow again, and, it 
appearing to me that, in the morning, the ships that might be in the 
harbor would come out with reinforcements for these four, I resolved 
to anchor alongside of them, with the intention of attacking them 
at daybreak. So, I anchored between the Captain and Admiral with 
my flag ship, and having spoken them, asking, what they were doing 
there ? And who was their Captain ? They answered that they had 
Juan Ribas [Jean RibaultJ for Captain General, and that they had 
come to this country by command of the King of France, and asked 
what ships were ours, and who was our General ? I answered them, 
that I, Pero Menendez, by command of Your Majesty, had come to 
this coast to burn and hang the French Lutherans whom I should find 
there, and that, in the morning I should board their vessels to see if any 
of that people were on them, and that, if there were any, I should not 
fail to execute upon them the justice that Your Majesty commanded. 
They answered that it was no use, and that I might come on and not 
wait till morning. As it appeared to me that this opportunity was 
not to be lost, although it was night, turning my ship from stem to 
stern, I ordered cable to be paid out, so as to come alongside of her, 
but they cut their cables, and hoisted their sails, and all four of them took 
to flight. We were able to fire five heavy guns at the Admiral, and we 
suspect that we sank her, for many people abandoned her, getting into 
a large boat, a sort of pinnace, of twenty oars and put themselves on 
board another ship, leaving the boat. I chased the three ships that 
night, but as my galleon was dismasted by the storm, they sailed faster 
than I, and so, at dawn finding them five or six leagues distant from 
me, I returned to the harbor to land 500 soldiers on the island. Being 
yet half a league off from it, we perceived three ships anchored there 
with flags and banners flying, and on shore two more flags, and it 
appearing to me that there was no reason for wasting time there, as my 
flag ship could not go in there, and the little ones could enter only with 
great risk, I decided to turn back to the Bahama Channel to look for 
a harbor where I could land near them, and eight leagues from that 
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harbor by sea and six by land^ I found one which I had reconnoitered 
before, on St. Augustine's Day, being in about twenty nine and a half 
degrees. There, on the sixth, I landed 200 soldiers, and on the 7*^, 
three small vessels went in with the other 300, and the married men 
with -their wives and children, and I discharged most of the artil- 
lery and ammunition, and, it being eight o'clock on Our Lady's Day, 
while we were engaged landing the other hundred persons who were to 
go on shore, with some guns and ammunition, and much store of pro- 
visions, the flag ship of the French Captain and Admiral came down 
within a half league of us, sailing round and round us ; we, anchored as 
we were, making signals to them to come alongside, and, at three in 
the afternoon, they made 'sail and went to their harbor, and I went 
ashore and took possession, in the name of Your Majesty, and took the 
oaths, before the captains and officers as Captain General and Admiral 
of this land and coast, in conformity with Your Majesty's instructions. 

Many Indians were present, many of them chiefs, who showed them- 
selves to be very friendly to us, and appear to us to be hostile to the 
French. They told us that, inside this harbor, and without going to sea, 
we could come to the river where the Frenchmen were, in front of their 
fort, by going up the river seven o'r eight leagues, which would be a 
very good thing, on account of being able to carry up the artillery and 
camp stores and cavalry, if we should wish to land near their fort, 
without being hindered by their island, although they have fortified it ; 
moreover, we can go by land with horses and artillery. I decided to 
fortify myself as well as I can till reinforcements shall come, and within 
three days, I shall send to Havana, by a short route, and with God's 
help I hope they will be able to start within eight or ten days, and I 
shall send pilots so that the reinforcements can come with all despatch 
to this port, and when they arrive, I shall so manage, by the help of 
Our Lord, that I shall take from them the island of this harbor, and 
plant my guns upon their fort, so that with the cavalry, I shall hold it 
securely, and be master of the campaign. The Indians of this harbor, 
tell us that ten ships came to them here in one month and that many 
caciques are friendly to them, and so we are sure that they will come 
upon us with such Indians as are friendly, and also upon this galleon, 
which, as it is loaded with much stores, artillery and ammunition, it 
would be our total destruction if they should capture from us. If they 
attack her, having but a small crew, she is in great danger, as I have 
been sailing her for fifteen days along this coast, among shoals and 
currents, so as to get inside the harbor to reconnoitre them, and to dis- 
charge what I have discharged. She is on such a coast, that, if any 
side winds or bad weather should come, she will be lost. We need at 
least another fifteen days to finish unloading and to take in ballast, in 
which time it would be a mystery, in case of a storm, or attack from 
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the enemy, if she could escape with all she contains, so that I have 
finished landing all the artillery and ammunition that was on board her, 
and I send her to Hispaniola or Monte Cristo or Port Boyal, that she 
may be laid up there with a quantity of biscuit and some wine which I 
cannot unload. I shall also send there the provisions that have come 
for the month of January, as we have biscuit on hand for the whole 
month of December, and with the prudent regulations that we shall 
establish we shall make it last through the whole of January ; and, if 
it shall be advisable, the galleon may come out armed to this coast in 
the spring, so that I shall be master of the sea, while in the meantime 
I make myself stronger on land, and also so as to intercept the supplies 
that may come to the French, it should be arranged that the Audiencia 
of St. Domingo shall pay the charges necessary for fitting her up, and 
pay the crew and provision her, for without this she cannot sail, as 
there will be no means otherwise of paying her. 

It seems to me that what I have most need of is horses, for of those 
that sailed from Puerto Rico, only one came alive and every soldier 
should be mounted, to be master of the campaign, and to prevent the 
Indians from treating with the Frenchmen, and the Frenchmen from 
sallying out from their fort, for, when the Indians see this and that the 
Frenchmen fear us, and that we are stronger than they, they will all 
be our friends, which I shall endeavor to bring about with all possible 
diligence, on account of the great importance of gaining reputation with 
them, and that they should fear us, while, in order that they shall love 
us, I shall make them all the presents possible. I find myself with two 
shallops of between 70 and 80 tons each, good vessels, drawing very 
little water, which I am sending to Havana that each may bring back 
forty horses, and if orders should be given there to this effect it would be 
a great thing. I am writing about it to the Governor and I send him a 
bond, in case Your Majesty shall not give orders for these payments, that 
I will pay them myself, and when the vessels have come back with the 
horses, (or if they come without them,) I shall send them to Puerto de 
Plata, or Monte Christo, to load horses, and shall write to the Audi- 
encia of St. Domingo to pay for them and hold them in readiness ; 
and, if they will not, I will send them a bond to pay for them myself. 
The chief cost of the horses will be for the vessels and crews, for, as 
each vessel can carry 40 horses, they will cost, one with another, one 
thousand ducats ; for they must be good field horses, large boned and 
able to do work ; also for drivers ; and a vessel that is to carry them 
will need carpenter work to be done, the crews must be paid, there must 
be money and stores, and the vessels must be prepared and strengthened, 
so they can be careened, and fitted for this coast as they should be with 
cables, double anchors and tackle, so that each bark must cost in the 
whole, at least two thousand ducats. As to myself. Your Majesty can 
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be assured, that if it were a million more or less, I would lay out and 
expend the whole in this enterprise so great in the service of God Our 
Lord, for the increase of our Holy Catholic Faith, and for the service 
and authority of Your Majesty, and thus have I offered to Our Lord all 
that he may give me in this world, all that I may acquire and possess, 
in order to plant the gospel in this land and enlighten the nations thereof, 
and so do I promise Your Majesty. 

It will be well that Your Majesty should write immediately to the 
Governor of Puerto Rico, to the Audiencia of St. Domingo, and to the 
Governor of the Havana, that, whenever my ships shall come into port 
there, they shall give them all aid and comfort. As to the horses that 
I shall send to look up there, with the food and water alone, there will 
not be a horse that will cost less than 25 or 80 ducats, and they shall 
be the best for the price that there are in the land. As to the saddles 
and bridles, which will cost more, I do not wish them to furnish them, 
for I will send to Spain for them, and in this way, even if it be at the 
cost of my whole substance, I will soon have a supply of horses in 
these parts, and Your Majesty will be pleased to do me the favor to 
direct that I shall be paid for the expenses that may be incurred, as 
may be required in Your Majesty's service. And inasmuch as I shall 
write to Your Majesty in a few days, I have no more to say in this 
letter, except that the people who have come with me are laboring with 
great zeal and good-will, and that it appears to me that Our Lord 
visibly strengthens and encourages them in their work, at which I am 
greatly contented. 

I sent on shore with the first two hundred soldiers, two captains, 
Juan de San Vicente a brother of the Captain San Vicente, and 
Andres Lopez Patino, both old soldiers, in order to throw up a trench 
in the place most fit to fortify themselves in, and to collect there the 
troops that were landed so as to protect them from the enemy, if he 
should come upon them. They did this so well, that when I landed on 
Our Lady's Day to take possession of the country in Your Majesty's 
name, it seemed as if they had had a month's time, and if they had had 
shovels and other iron tools, they could not have done it better; for 
we have none of these things, the ship laden with them not having yet 
arrived. I have smiths and iron so that I can make them with 
despatch, as I shall. When I shall go on shore, we shall look out a 
more suitable place to fortify ourselves in, as it is not fit where we 
now are. This we must do with all speed, before the enemy can attack 
us, and if they give us eight days more time, we think we shall do it. 

I have appointed as my Lieutenant and Master of the Camp, Pedro 
Menendez de Valdes (with- whom I have contracted to marry my 
daughter) and on whom Your Majesty was pleased to confer the Order 
of Santiago, who embarked secretly and against my will at Cadiz. He 
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is a soldier of Italy, of five or six years' service, experienced in vessels, 
a man of good understanding and of brains, with whom every body 
is well pleased. I have appointed as Sergeant Major Gonzalo de 
Villaroel, a good soldier, of good family and a man of brains. I 
have appointed ten Captains, all men of good family and trustworthy, 
most of them men of experience ; to those who have not so much I 
have given for sergeants and ensigns, soldiers of Italy, skilled in war, 
and each company is of fifty soldiers and no more. When more troops 
arrive, I shall reform these companies of infantry and cavalry as it is 
expedient that there should be few men in each company, so as to have 
good discipline among the soldiers, and that they may be well drilled 
in arms in a short time ; also that the Indians may be well treated, 
and that the Captains shall arm themselves with the strong armor of 
patience to endure labors, humility, and obedience to their General, 
and whoever does not do this, and understand how to bring it about, 
I shall take away his office, but shall not, for that reason cease to 
honor him, and so, not being adapted to these labors, he can hence- 
forth eat and stretch out his legs and sleep at his ease ; and so I think 
I shall manage while I am in these parts. 

The Captains whom I have appointed, are the following, Bartolome 
Menendez, my brother, one of Your Majesty's regular naval captains, 
Juan de San Vicente, Andres Lopez Patiiio, Diego de Alvarado, 
Alonso de Medrano, Francisco de Recaldi, Martin Ochoa, Francisco 
de Moxica. Diego Flores de Valdes I have brought as Admiral of this 
fleet, and I shall send him back to Havana within three days, with the 
two shallops, so that he may bring back the fleet that is there, and 
when he returns, if he brings the ships from Asturias, I shall have a 
reasonable supply of naval officers, especially, as among them will be 
Diego Flores de Valdes, Estevan de las Alas, and Pedro Menendez 
Marques, my cousin, either one of whom is able to command the fleet ; 
while, in my company, I have Diego de Amaya, to whom I have given 
a company of infantry, being a most skilful man, a general in every 
respect, and a great seaman. I brought him out from Spain as Chief 
Pilot, and he has done good service. I shall always take him with me 
in the field with his company, for the crossing of the arms of rivers, 
and the navigation of the brigantines and boats that we must have in 
order to navigate the river, and take our artillery over, in which he 
will aid me greatly. There are also among these people, and those 
who are to come from Biscay many gentlemen who have not seen 
service with others, good soldiers, who come with great zeal and love 
to serve Your Majesty. It would be well if Your Majesty would 
write, thanking them for undertaking the voyage, and promising them 
every favor and reward, for this will animate them to endure with the 
more zeal all sorts of toils and dangers, and as this land is very great, 
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it would be best, in time, to apportion it out among those who may- 
deserve it, to the end that they may bring out here their kindred and 
relatives, and that the Gospel shall be planted upon the sure founda- 
tion of a noble race. 

It will be well that Your Majesty shall order that, with every horse 
that I shall ship for these provinces, they send me a supply of maize 
for the first year, for although the whole supply cannot come with the 
horses, I shall send for it every four months, and for the future, after 
this year, I shall give orders for the planting of grain and maize, so 
that they shall have something to eat here, for in no manner, will it be 
well to take it from the Indians, that they shall not take up enmity 
against us. It will be better even that we shall give to eat to those 
who have not got it, to the end that they shall have love and firm 
friendship to us. 

Seven or eight leagues from this place, when I went on shore on the 
2^ of September, to speak with those Indians who gave us information 
that the harbor of the French was farther north, we found great traces 
of gold, both ordinary and fine, which the Indians wore on them, on 
their ears, lips and arms. I did not allow any to be taken from them, 
that they should not suppose that we coveted it, although they did give 
to one soldier a small piece of more than 22 carets. 

May Our Lord protect and increase the Royal Catholic Person of 
Your Majesty, giving increase of greater kingdoms and realms as 
Christendom demands and as we Your Majesty's servants desire. 

In this Province of Florida, the 11*^ of September, in the year 1565, 
Your Majesty's faithful servant, who kisses your Royal hands. 

Pero Menendez. 



III. 

Royal Catholic Majesty, I wrote to Your Majesty, by the Galleon 
San Salvador, on the 10!^ of September, being the day she left this 
harbor, a duplicate of the letter which accompanies this ; and immedi- 
ately, within that very hour, I being on the bar, in a shallop, with two 
boats loaded with artillery and ammunition, the four French galleons 
which we had put to flight, came down on us, together with two or 
three pinnaces astern, in order to prevent us from landing here, and to 
capture our artillery and stores. Although the weather was bad for 
the bar, I was obliged to attempt it, even at the risk of being lost 
myself and the 150 who were with me, with the brass pieces and the 
demi-culverins, rather than see myself in their power, or see them 
fortify themselves. Our Lord was pleased to deliver us miraculously 
at this low tide, for there was only a scant fathom and a half of water 
on the bar, and the ship required a full fathom and a half. They, 

54 
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seeing that I had escaped them, for that reason came to speech with 
me, wishing me to surrender and not be afraid, and kept away some 
distance so as to look for the galleon which I have heard they supposed 
could not escape them ; and, within two days, a hurricane and terrible 
storm came upon them, and as it appeared to me that they could not 
have returned to their fort, and ran risk of being lost, and that in order 
for them to come and attack me, as they had done, they must bring a 
larger and better force than they did, that their fort must have been left 
weak and that now was the time to go and attack it, I conferred with 
the captains as to the splendid enterprise we might engage in, and they 
were of the same opinion. I immediately ordered 500 men to be got 
ready, 300 of them arquebusiers, and the remainder armed with pikes 
and bucklers (although few of these,) and we packed our knapsacks so 
that every man carried six pounds of biscuit on his back, with his can- 
teen of a measure and a half or two of wine, together with his arms, 
which every captain and soldier and I myself among the first for 
example's sake, carried with this provision and drink, on my shoulder. 
As we did not know the way, we thought that we should arrive in two 
days and that it was only six or eight leagues distant, for so the Indians 
who went with us had indicated to us. So we left this fort of St. 
Augustine in this manner and with this intention. On the 18*!^ of 
September we found the rivers greatly swollen with the much rain that 
had fallen, so that we advanced but little until the 19*^ at night, when 
we came to sleep a league more or less from the Fort ; then for more 
than 15 leagues, through morasses and desert paths never yet trod, so 
as to be able to get round the streams, and on the 20% on the eve of 
the day of the Blessed Apostle and Evangelist St. Matthew, in the 
morning when it began to dawn, having prayed to God Our Lord and 
to his Blessed Mother that they would give us the victory over these 
Lutherans, for we had already determined to attack it openly with 
twenty scaling ladders that we had brought with us, and the Divine 
Majesty showed us such favor and so directed us that, without losing a 
man killed, nor wounded, save one, who is well already, we gained the 
fort and all that it contained. One hundred and thirty men were put 
to death, and the next day, ten more, who were taken in the mountain, 
among them many gentlemen ; and he who had been Governor and 
Alcayde, who called himself Monsieur Ludunier [Laudoniere] a rela- 
tive of the Admiral of France, who had been his Major domo, fled to 
the woods, and a soldier pursuing him gave him a blow with a pike. 
We could not see what became of him. About 50 or 60 persons 
escaped by swimming to the mountain, and also in two boats from the 
three ships that they had in front of the fort. I immediately sent a 
trumpet to the ships to demand that they should surrender, and give up 
their arms and their ships, but they refused. We sent one ship to the 
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bottom with the guns that were in the Fort, and the other took in her 
crew, and went down the river where, a league distant were two other 
ships with much provisions, being some of the seven that had come 
from France, and had not yet been unloaded. As it seemed to me 
that I ought not to lose this prize, I forthwith left this fort to get ready 
three barges there were there, in order to go and seek them, but they 
were warned by the Indians, and because their force was small they 
took the two best of the three ships that they had, and sunk the other, 
and within three days they took to flight, and I, being advised of this 
gave up going there. They wrote to me from the Fort that after these 
ships had gone, about twenty Frenchmen in their shirts, appeared in 
the mountain, many of whom were wounded, among them, it is believed 
was Monsieur Ludunier. I gave orders that they should use all dili- 
gence to take them and execute justice upon them. There were, 
between women, infants, and boys of 15 years and under, some 50 per- 
sons, whom it gives me the greater pain to see in the company of my 
men, by reason of their wicked sect, and I have feared that Our Lord 
would chastise me if I shall deal cruelly with them, for the eight or ten 
children were born here. These Frenchmen had many Indians for 
friends who have shown much feeling for their loss ; and especially for 
two or three Masters of their bad sect, who were teaching the caciques 
and Indians, who followed round after them as the Apostles followed 
Our Lord, so that it is a wonderful thing to see how these Lutherans 
have bewitched this poor savage people. I shall do everything possible 
to gain the good will oi these Indians who were friendly to these 
Frenchmen, and to see that there is no occasion given for my breaking 
with them for if they are not effectually resisted they are such traitors 
thieves and such malignants that it is impossible to live well with 
them. The caciques and Indians who are their enemies all show me 
friendship, which I shall preserve and maintain with them, even though 
it be not agreeable to them, and it shall be only from their own evil 
dispositions if I do otherwise. 

On the 28*!^ of September, two Indians came to inform me that there 
were many Frenchmen about six leagues from here, at the sea-shore, 
who had lost their ships, and had escaped by swimming ; so I took 50 
soldiers in a barge and we reached them the next day and keeping my 
men concealed, I went, with one companion down to the shore of a 
river where they were on the opposite bank, and I, being on this side, 
spoke to them and told them I was a Spaniard ; and they answered 
me that they were Frenchmen. They asked that, either with or 
without my companion, I should swim across the stream where they 
were, for it was narrow. I told them that we did not know how to 
swim, but that one of them should come over confidently. They deter- 
mined to do this, and to send over a man of good understanding, the 
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masU3r of a ship. He related to me particularly that they sailed from 
the fort with four galleons and eight pinnaces each of 24 oars, with 
400 picked soldiers and 200 seamen, with Juan de Rivao for General 
and Monsieur Lagrange, who was General of Infantry, and other good 
captains, soldiers and gentlemen, with the intention of seeking for and 
engaging me at sea ; and, if I had already landed, to land their troops 
in the pinnaces and attack me, and that, if they had decided to land, 
they might well have done so, but that they did not venture to ; that 
intending to return to their fort, a storm and hurricane had struck them 
so that, about 20 or 25 leagues from here, three of them had gone to 
the bottom, which had on board upwards of 400 persons, of whom only 
140 had reached this place alive ; as for the rest, some of them were 
drowned, others had been killed by the Indians, and about 50 of them 
had been taken by the Indians and carried away ; that Juan de Rivao, 
with his flag-ship was five leagues away from them, anchored in three 
fathoms, near some shoals, dismasted, for he had cut away his masts 
and that the ship had about 200 persons more or less on board, and 
they think she is lost ; that all the brass guns, of which there were 
many and very good ones, with the ammunition, were lost in these 
three ships, part of them being in the ship of Juan Rivao, which they 
thought was certainly lost. He also told me that his companions, the 
ofiicers and soldiers who had been saved, prayed me to allow them safe 
passage to their fort, as they were not at war with the Spaniards. 
I replied that we held their fort, having taken and put to death those 
who were in it, for having erected it there without the leave of Your 
Majesty, and because they were planting their wicked Lutheran sect in 
these, Your Majesty's provinces, and that I made war with fire and 
blood as Governor and Captain General of these Provinces upon all 
who might have come to these parts to settle and to plant this evil 
Lutheran sect, seeing that I had come by Your Majesty's command to 
bring the gospel into these parts, to enlighten the natives thereof with 
that which is told and believed by the Holy Mother Church of Rome, 
for the salvation of their souls ; that, therefore I should not give them 
passage, but on the contrary should pursue them by sea and by land, 
until I had their lives. He begged me that he might go back with this 
message, and said that he would return at night, by swimming, and 
prayed that I would grant him his life. Which I did, seeing that he 
was dealing truly with me, and that he was able to inform me concern- 
ing many things. And, as soon as he was returned to his companions, 
there came across to this side, a gentleman, the Lieutenant of Monsieur 
Ludunier, very crafty, to tempt me ; who having discussed some time 
with me, offered that they would lay down their arms and give them- 
selves up if I would spare their lives. I answered that they might 
give up their arms and place themselves at my mercy ; that I should 
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deal with them as Our Lord should command me, and that he had not 
moved me from this nor could move me, unless God Our Lord should 
inspire in me something different. And so he departed with this 
reply, and they came over and laid down their arms, and I caused 
their hands to be tied behind them, and put them to the knife. Only 
16 were left, of whom 12 were Breton seamen whom they had kid- 
napped, the other 4 being carpenters and caulkers of whom I had 
great need. It seemed to me that to chastise them in this way would 
serve God Our Lord, as well as Your Majesty, and that we should 
thus be left more free from this wicked sect to plant the Gospel in 
these parts and to enlighten the natives, and bring them to allegiance 
to Your Majesty ; and forasmuch as this land is very great, it may 
well take 50 years to do this, but a good beginning gives hope of 
a good ending, and so, I hope in Our Lord, that he will in every- 
thing give me good success, that I and my descendants may give these 
kingdoms over to Your Majesty cleared of them, and that their people 
may become Christians ; this is what particularly interests me, as I 
have written Your Majesty. We shall gain much reputation with the 
Indians, and shall be feared by them, although we also make them 
gifts. 

Considering that Juan de Rivao had made a halt, that within ten 
leagues of where he was anchored with his ship, the three other ships 
of his company had been lost and that, if he should be lost and abandon 
his ship, he would land his forces and entrench himself, landing what 
provisions he could from his ship, and would occupy himself in getting 
out what brass guns he might be able to from the three ships, and also, 
if he was not lost, from the masts and rigging of the other three ships, 
he would repair damages as he best could, and would come back to the 
fort, thinking it still his. If the ship were lost, getting all the force he 
could, he would march along the shore, and, if he does this I am wait- 
ing for him, so that, with God's help, he will be destroyed ; yet he may 
go inland to a cacique who is friendly to him and very powerful, who is 
about 30 leagues distant. If this is the case I shall go there to seek 
him, for it must not be that he or his companions remain alive, and if 
he comes with his ship to the fort, I have ordered that two cannon and 
two demi-culverins shall be planted at the entrance of the bar, to sink 
him after he shall have entered, and have a brigantine in readiness to 
take his crew there and I shall do everything possible that he may not 
escape me. 

The articles that were found in the fort were only the four brass 
pieces, of from 10 to 15 quintals; for the rest of the cannon that they 
brought from France, they carried dismounted, and were in the ballast 
in the galleons when they went to look for me, with all the rest of the 
ammunition. They also found 25 brass muskets, of about two quintals, 
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with about twenty quintals of powder and all the ammunition for these 
pieces; also 170 pipes of flour, of three to a ton. They found also 
about 20 pipes of wine, and the rest of the stores had not been landed, 
they being in doubt whether they should fortify themselves so strongly 
in this harbor, on account of their fear that I might disembark there. 
They might have done it, but they spent all the days after they came 
here in carousing for joy at their arrival, and because they had news 
that, a hundred leagues North north east of Saint Helena they possess 
the mountain chain that comes down from Zacatecas and that there is 
much silver there, and Indians have come to them with many pieces, 
and they found of these pieces of silver (which the Indians of those 
parts had brought to them) a quantity of some five or six thousand 
ducats in value. There was found a quantity of three thousand ducats 
worth, more or less, of cloth and all kinds of goods for barter ; hogs 
male and female ; also sheep and asses. All this the soldiers sacked, 
nothing escaping save the artillery, the ammunition and the flour. 
There were also in the harbor, not reckoning the two ships that were 
there and the two near the bar, two others that they had captured near 
Yaguana, laden with hides and sugar ; the crews they had thrown over- 
board, and the cargoes they had given to some English vessels, that 
they might take them to France or England to be sold. There re- 
mained with them two Englishmen as hostages, for the French had no 
seamen to send these ships with. Those two Englishmen were killed 
at the taking of the fort. The English vessels to which they gave this 
cargo, had arrived at the harbor where they were, which is where they 
held this fort that we took from them, in the beginning of August in 
this year, and were, a galleon of a thousand tons, which belonged to the 
Queen of England, with three tiers of guns, very heavy ; certainly 
those who saw them say they never saw a ship so armed, yet it drew 
very little water. The other three vessels were smaller. It had been 
agreed between these English and the French, as the French were 
looking for succor from France, that Monsieur Ludunier, (who was 
Governor) should wait here through September, and, if it did not come, 
that he should go to France to look for it ; and that, in the next April, 
they would come and bring a great fleet to await and capture the con- 
voy for New Spain or Nombre de Dios, which must of necessity pass 
this way ; and if the succor should arrive, he would have abundant force 
for this, for so he had already written to France. That the English 
vessels would come, as has been said, in April to this coast ; that they 
had for this purpose therefore, at the fort, a great galliot and seven 
ships, five of their own and two captured ones. The four galleons they 
were to send out to France, to be laden with troops and provisions, and 
if these should come back so as to unite with those that remained in 
April, together with the English who would also be there by that time, 
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Juan Rivao with the 800 men who remained with him, intended to go 
in January to Martires, over against Havana, about 25 leagues off, and 
build a fort there, for which they say he had surveyed a very fine har- 
bor, and thence in the spring when he would have his whole fleet there 
together watching for the convoys, he intended to take Havana. Your 
Majesty may be certain that this matter was discussed, treated of and 
agreed upon between them ; and before Juan Rivao left France he re- 
ceived orders to fortify at Martires over against Havana and about 25 
or 30 leagues distant, so that no vessel could sail out of the Channel 
nor could come out without being seen by him, and to keep their six 
gallies, (for it is the best sea in the world for them) and from that point 
to take Havana and to set at liberty all the negroes, and to send thence 
to offer the same to all those at Hispaniola, Porto Rico and all Terra 
Firma, for I have informed myself of this very sufficiently from the 
intelligent Frenchman whose life I spared. They brought with them 
six Portuguese for pilots, of whom two were put to death, two were 
killed by the Indians, and Juan Rivao has the other two with him. 

The river which is near the Fort San Matteo which we took from 
the French, runs sixty leagues through the country, arid does not extend 
quite to the turning at the Southeast, so that it comes out almost into 
the Bay of Juan Ponce, and thence one can go to New Spain, arid to 
the harbor of San Juan de Lua there is not above 200 leagues. There 
they intended in the coming year to build a fort in that Bay of Juan 
Ponce, on account of its being so near to New Spain, and about 150 
leagues from Honduras, and the same from Yucatan, and from which 
point the six gallies that they had could sail easily. On this river are large 
settlements of Indians, all very friendly to the French, for the French- 
men had been there three times to seek maize ; for they landed here 
very short of provisions, so that, within eight days they had nothing to 
eat. There is very little maize on this coast and they took it by force 
from the Indians, being greatly disposed to take without giving being 
very poor but very valiant. All these Indians did not have so perfect 
friendship with them but that they may have it even more firmly with 
us, for I shall not consent that one kernel of maize shall be taken from 
them, but will rather give them what I may have, for this is the best 
plan. 

Considering that this land is so great and of such good climate, and 
considering the danger and inconvenience that the enemy and corsairs 
may commit in it every day, and that they may possess themselves of 
those that lie to the North and near to Tierra Nova, where they are 
tyrannically masters, and that they could easily hold them, I am of 
opinion that the following things should absolutely be done. Your 
Majesty may disabuse yourself of the idea that it will not be done at 
the smallest possible cost to Your Majesty, for, if any loss occurs, it will 
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be at my cost. Your Majesty can increase this amount, as much as you 
may be pleased, which will be expedient for your royal service, and for 
the increase of your realms. 

This harbor is in twenty nine and a half degrees ; that of the fort of 
San Matteo which we took, in thirty and a quarter degrees, for the 
Frenchmen and their pilots were in error, and I have had them take 
the sun on shore, in order to verify this. From here to Cape Canaveral 
is 50 leagues, and there are three rivers and harbors on the way. From 
there to Havana is a hundred leagues more or less, which can be navi- 
gated in barges coasting along the Island of Caiiaveral, and of the 
Martires, crossing from there to Havana which is 25 or 30 leagues and 
no more. I propose to take two very good pinnaces which I took from 
the French, with a hundred men, and go along the coast, the barges 
going along by sea, and making fast to the shore at night. Being 
inside of Cape Canaveral, where the sea is like the river with the 
barges, I shall, by going along the coast, reconnoitre the island of 
Canaveral and all the Martires for the best harbor and situation in 
which to build a fort, which will be stronger with the one at Havana, 
as the Havana one will be for this, so as to assure ourselves that, at no 
time the enemy will be able to attack in the 150 leagues there are 
between here and Havana ; either fortify themselves, or lie in wait for 
convoys or ships from the Indias, since, with the force from St. 
Domingo, which is now at Havana, and that of Pedro de las Roclas, I 
shall have enough to do during the whole of March, when I shall go 
across in these pinnaces to Havana, to seek these people, after I shall 
have found a place for this fort. When Pedro de las Roclas shall arrive 
at Havana he will find his ship there, for I do not propose to take her 
out of that harbor, and he will find his men, so that he can go to Spain 
as strong as he was before, for I shall put 150 men there now, as it 
will be necessary for them to protect themselves from the Indians, who 
are very warlike, until they shall have gained their good will ; and by 
the beginning of April I shall be back in these forts, whither I can come 
in seven or eight days, along the shore. 

In May it will be best for me to leave these two forts with the best 
force possible of 300 soldiers to each, to go, in vessels that draw very 
little water, and most of which I shall have ready here, which will be 
this galley and the French brigantine and as many of mine as I can, 
with 5t)0 soldiers and 100 seamen to settle at St. Helena which is 50 
leagues from here, and has, in a space of three leagues, three harbors and 
rivers, the largest of which has six fathoms of water and the other 
four, admirable harbors ; and the one which we call St. Helena, being 
the third place where the French were, is very small ; all three can be 
navigated inland, from one to the other, so that, whoever is master of 
one of them will be also of all three. There, in the best place, I shall 
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build a fort, and have in it 300 soldiers who will complete it and then 
go on further to the Bay of St. Mary, which is in 37 degrees, 130 
leagues beyond St. Helena, (which is the land of the Indians who are 
i^ Mexico) and build another fort, leaving in it the other 200 soldiers. 
This must be the key to all the fortifications in this land since, beyond 
here, as far as Tierra Nova, there ,is no place to settle in, because to 
the north of this harbor, in the country within 80 leagues is a range of 
mountains and at the foot of them is an arm of the sea which goes up 
to Tierra Nova and is navigable for 600 leagues. This arm of the sea 
runs up into Tierra Nova and ends there. Eighty leagues within this 
land of the Indian is this Bay of St. Mary, in 37 degrees ; and within 
half a league there is another arm of salt water, running east north 
east, which, it is suspected, goes to the South Sea. The Indians 
slaughter there many cattle of New Spain, which Francisco Vazquez 
Coronado found there, and carry their hides in canoes to Tierra Nova, 
to sell and barter them with the Frenchmen, by means of this arm of 
the sea, and from this place, for two years, the fishing vessels have 
taken to Rochelle more than six thousand of these hides, and through 
this arm of the sea the Frenchmen can go in their ships' boats, from 
which they fish, to these lands of the Indians, and so they will come 
to the foot of the mountains 400 leagues from the Mines of St. Martin 
and New Gallicia and in order for them to command these places at 
their pleasure, they will have to establish their out-posts here and 
gain the Bahama Channel ; and afterwards from this point by entering 
there, to command the mines of New Spain. This key and power it 
is absolutely necessary that Your Majesty should hold and be master 
of, and thus you will be lord of Tierra Nova since with our gallies, by 
this arm of the sea you can refuse consent to any ship to take fish 
unless they shall pay tribute and recognize this land to be Your 
Majesty's, and so you will secure all the Indies. And if this arm of 
the sea, as is certainly believed, does go to the South Sea, it is near 
China, which is a very important thing as respects the enlightenment 
of that region and the trade with Molucca. 

As to the 500 Soldiers and 100 seamen which I must have this May 
in order to go and fortify St. Helena and this Bay of St. Mary, I have 
written to Pedro de Castillo that he has my authority to send me, at 
my cost 300 soldiers, and one year's provisions for them as well as 
provisions for the 800 persons whom I have here and in Havana, 
partly soldiers and partly useless people not counting the 300 soldiers 
who are on Your Majesty's account. 

Your Majesty, by the order of Your Council of War and State, pro- 
vided that I should be furnished with 500 soldiers paid and equipped 
for the necessary time, and I, fearing delay, which it was important 
that I should not experience, as it seemed to me that it was impossible 
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to get them together and to fit out the ships to carry them and the pro- 
visions, they ordered me to take 200, and as many more as I could ; 
and contrive, as I could, to find the 500, all good men, and at the time 
of sailing from Cadiz, Francisco Duarte, who was there as Purveyor, 
was only willing to pay 300 and very low pay too, (being only 4 ducats, 
to each, for two payments and for his arquebus), with no more to 
captains, sergeants" or ensigns. Moreover, he would not give pro- 
visions for the whole year for the 300 soldiers and 100 seamen, as will 
be seen by his accounts. On the other hand much of this provision 
and biscuit was lost, being thrown overboard when we experienced the 
hurricane, so that these stores were not sufficient to last ^ve months, 
and as so little provision was furnished me in Spain I loaded much 
more than I was obliged to, and I gave account of it to Your Majesty, 
praying that Your Majesty would be pleased to pay the 200 soldiers, 
over and above the 500, and the stores, since Your Majesty had given 
the order that they should be supplied me, and since I have done it 
with such despatch and at so little cost, there is no ground or reason 
that I should not be paid. I do not know what Your Majesty 
may have ordered in respect to this, but I pray Your Majesty, if you 
have not commanded that I should be paid, that you will so order and 
that I be paid forthwith, so that I may provide myself with the things 
requisite and necessary to come out right with this enterprise ; and 
that Your Majesty will be pleased to order that these people shall be 
provided with the provisions necessary for them, over and above what 
has been issued to them for one year, for we are suffering for want of 
food, and the labors and dangers that we undergo are great, the fort 
that we erect here being built by the labor of every man, of whatever 
rank, of six hours every day, three hours before noon, and three hours 
after, and if the men do not endure it well, many of us will be sick and 
die, and moreover will be discouraged, which is a very bad thing ; 
Your Majesty will also order 200 soldiers to be sent out to make up 
those whom Your Majesty had provided for this enterprise, so that 
Your Majesty shall not pay more than 500 of those who are here and 
who are to come, and, as to the 100 seamen who went in the galleon to 
Hispaniola that she might lie there in some harbor ready for active 
service with all the provisions on board ; for if the bread should be 
unloaded and exposed to the air, it would all be spoiled, while it would 
be kept in good condition on board, with much ammunition which we 
were unable to take out by reason of the enemy. It will be well that 
these hundred seamen and the Lombard gunners on board be ready for 
service, so that, if the enemy should seek them, they may defend them- 
selves, and I shall send vessels, so that in the course of January, she 
may be unloaded. 

I shall send orders to pay off the ship and crew from the first of 
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February, so that, after the first of February, Your Majesty can take 
other vessels there of the same capacity, and these hundred seamen and 
Lombard gunners, that they may bring the stores that are to come, with 
the artillery and ammunition, according to the memorial that goes here- 
with, which is a convenient and necessary thing. With these 200 
soldiers who are to come at Your Majesty's cost, and the 300 who are 
to come in other ships at my charge I shall carry out my plan for May, 
at St. Helena and the Bay of St. Mary, unless the French anticipate 
me, for it is a thing of the greatest importance. 

Your Majesty will certainly find that instead of the 500 men whom I 
was bound to place here, I have put a thousand, including those whom I 
have in Havana. I now ask that 300 may be here in the course of 
April, and it would be well that 200 more should be sent in the month 
of October, for the settling of the Bay of Juan Ponce, for the river of 
the fort of St. Matthew which we took from the enemy goes 60 leagues 
inland within this Bay, and by means of this river we shall easily com- 
municate from one sea to the other. The multitude of Indians there 
are there will be thus sooner brought to the knowledge of our Holy 
Catholic Faith, for, in this Bay of Juan Ponce, is the province of Apa- 
lache an indomitable people, with whom the Spaniards have never been 
able to effect anything and as this province is level, we can easily pass 
over as far as New Gallicia, which may be about 300 leagues distant, 
about as far to Vera Cruz, and about as much farther to Honduras and 
to Yucatan. From Yucatan this settlement may be provided with 
maize, of which there is much in great quantity. One hundred and fifty 
leagues inland, to the north, is the Province of Coza, friendly to us in 
38 or 39 degrees, at the foot of the mountains that begin near the mines 
Zacatecas and St. Martin, and that province must be about 150 
leagues from these settlements and forts of ours, and from the river of 
St. Helena, and the country of the Indians. After the year '65 we may 
go over to settle at Coza and we may build there a fine city, and there 
will be no more to do but to settle in Florida, and the way to New Spain 
will be easily kept open for trade and passage, and we shall get the 
benefit of the many silver mines there are in that land which are the 
mines of Zacatecas, and even within a few years the silver that will be 
obtained from those mines and the mountains of St. Martin, will come 
to these harbors and to St. Helena and the Bay of St. Mary, because, 
from the mines of St. Martin and Zacatecas to the harbor of San Juan 
de Lua is more than 200 leagues, and the navigation thence is very bad 
and dangerous, and from here and from St. Helena to the Bay of St. 
Mary it is an easy and short voyage to Spain, ordinarily of forty or fifty 
days, and as for the hundred leagues more of distance by land that there 
will be from the mines of Zacatecas and St. Martin to these harbors they 
will prefer to bring it here, on account of the short and safe voyage, 
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rather than to San Juan de Lua. From this Bay of Juan Ponce to 
where we should settle in the Province of Apalache, there would not be 
from these forts by land more than fifty leagues where we could not 
very easily correspond, help, and succor any one of these harbors from 
another. As to myself, Your Majesty may be assured, moreover, that, 
besides all that I am bound for, which I can get among my relatives and 
friends, I shall expend all I have in this undertaking, that I may be 
able to go on with it and succeed in it, that the Gospel may be preached 
to these natives, and that they may come into Your Majesty's allegiance, 
and to do this I watch and shall watch by day and by night with mind 
and soul, so that I may best accomplish it. 

And, inasmuch as these lands are great, of many good rivers and 
harbors, and the population of this country is great, such great results 
cannot be effected with few Spaniards, it is not expedient in any way 
that it should be done by degrees, but that we should hasten, so that 
what might be expended in ten years, should be spent in five, for so will 
Your Majesty be lord of these great provinces, will enlighten the natives 
thereof, and greatly increase your kingdoms, for there will be great and 
very excellent gains to be made in this country, for there will be much 
wine, many sugar plantations, a great number of cattle, since there are 
extensive pasture grounds, much hemp, tar, pitch and planking, such 
as Your Majesty has not in all your realms. Many ships can be built 
here and much salt made. As to grain on these rivers, we have seen 
none. There must be all kinds of fruits, there is most excellent water 
and a fine temperature to the country. There will be much rice, and 
many pearls in the river of St. Helena, where we have news that 
there are some, and entering further inland into this land, there must 
be places where much grain can be gathered and much silk made. 

For the things that I send to ask for in Spain for these parts, being 
absolutely necessary for provisions and equipping ships and for clothes 
and shoes for the men, I must have 3,000 ducats and I have not a 
single one. Your Majesty will be pleased to command that the pay for 
the whole month of January for the galleon shall be paid me, as well as 
that of the hundred men who came in her with the supplies that are due 
them, because seamen were not willing to come to these parts for such 
small pay, and I bound myself to Francesco Duarte to bring them, so 
that I made the best bargain I could with them, and it is certain that 
they cost me three thousand ducats over and above what Your Majesty 
pays them, and Your Majesty commanded me to despatch a vessel from 
Florida with the news of my arrival, which being my own, I required 
no freight money. I paid the master, pilot and seamen for wages and 
provisions one thousand ducats, and this I have need of, confiding in Pedro 
del Castillo, that he will look for it and will engage to provide me with 
everything that I sent him to seek ; for having no children and being a 
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good Christian, he has taken it upon him, as his principal undertaking, 
to aid me in this enterprise with all his substance, that I may succeed in 
it, and without his having any other interest in it but that of being my 
friend and desiring to do me a favor in a time of so great necessity. I 
supplicate Your Majesty for the love of Our Lord that you will direct 
that what is due to me be paid with the greatest despatch, and that Your 
Majesty will order that such stores as are at Your Majesty's charge 
shall be provided, also the pay of the men as well as the pay to be 
given to the 200 soldiers, so that all may be here by the end of April, 
and that in the first part of May, I may go to St. Helena, and to the 
Bay of St. Mary which is the outpost and frontier which Your Majesty 
must hold to be Lord of these parts, for without this is done we have 
done nothing, and if the French once set foot there, we shall have to 
spend a great sum of money, and pass a long time before we can get them 
out again from there, and this business must not be lightly esteemed. 

Diego Flores de Valdes, who goes with this despatch and is to come 
back with .this reinforcement, is a gentleman who, for fifteen years has 
served Your Majesty in all the fleets under my command as a captain of 
armed ships, and sometimes as my Lieutenant, and he has always served 
well and with all intelligence, and he has also done the same in this 
expedition, so that I have taken him as Admiral of the fleet and my 
Lieutenant, and to this day, Your Majesty has shown him no favor, nor 
given him any aid toward his expenses, although Ruy Gomez offered it 
to him in Your Majesty's name, (as also did Eraso, when he made the 
voyages to Flanders in the vessels that he took out to him as my Lieu- 
tenant,) yet nothing was ever given him. He has gone on spending 
and has sold and mortgaged the larger part of his patrimony that he 
inherited from his ancestors, with the hope which he always had that 
Your Majesty will show him some favor. I have done him but little 
good on account of my necessities, but I have great need of him that he 
may serve Your Majesty in matters on the sea in these parts, for he well 
understands how to do it. I pray your Majesty that you will confer an 
order of knighthood upon him, and grant him some aid toward his ex- 
penses. It will all be for Your Majesty's better service, and, in order 
that he may go in the fleet on the seas of this coast, he should have all 
absolute authority both with friends and enemies, in which this Order 
will aid him much. He carries with him two pilots, that they may 
come with the ships which shall bring this reinforcement, for he is one 
of the best sailors in the whole kingdom, and is very fit, so that with 
him, and with them, everything will be well directed and come to a good 
issue. 

While writing this, on the tenth of this month, news came to me 
that the fort which we had taken from the Frenchmen had been burned 
one night, together with everything that had been taken in it and the 
provisions. I set out to succor it immediately, departing with the men 
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who were there, together with such provisions and ammunition as 
there was there. Within an hour of this news came another message 
to me, that Juan Rivao with 200 soldiers was five or six leagues from 
here at the place where I had done justice to the Frenchmen out of the 
three ships under his charge that had been lost ; and fearing that the 
Indians who were friendly to them might unite with him and that so 
he might give me trouble, I immediately went with 150 soldiers to 
seek him, and the next day at dawn, on the eleventh of this month, I 
came up to him, there being a river between us which he could not pass, 
save by swimming. We made on both sides a demonstration of our force 
with two colors displayed, and with our drums and fifes, and, on assur- 
ance of safety, he sent across his Sergeant-major to speak with me, who 
delivered me a message from Juan Rivao that I should allow his whole 
force safe passage to their fort. I answered, as I had to the others, 
that I was his enemy and waged war against them with fire and blood, for 
that they were Lutherans, and because they had come to plant in these 
lands of Your Majesty their evil sect, and to instruct the Indians in 
it; that he might undeceive himself as to his fort, for that we had 
taken it; that they might surrender their flags and arms to me, and 
place themselves at my mercy, that I might do with their persons as 
I should please, and that they could not do or agree otherwise with 
me. And the sergeant-major having gone back with this message, the 
same day in the evening, under assurance of safety, Juan Rivao came 
over to speak with me and to treat with me, of some course more safe 
for him ; but, as I was not willing to accede to it, he said that the next 
morning he would return with his reply, and so he did, with about 70 
companions, many principal men among them, three or four captains, 
among them Captain Cerceto, who was a long time captain of arque- 
busiers in Lombardy ; Captain Lagrange, who was a captain of land 
infantry, was already dead. There also came with Juan Rivao among 
these men, four others, Germans and relatives of the Prince de Porance, 
great Lutherans. I wished to make sure whether there were any 
Catholic among them, but found none. I spared the lives of two 
young gentlemen of about 18 years old, and three others, drummer, 
fifer and trumpeter, but Juan Rivao and all the others I caused to be 
put to the knife, understanding this to be necessary for the service of 
God Our Lord, and of Your Majesty. I hold it our chief good fortune 
that he is dead, for with him the King of France could do more with 
500 ducats, than with any others with 5,000, and he would do more 
in one year than any other in ten, for he was the most skilful sailor 
and corsair that was known, very experienced in this navigation of 
the Indies and of the coast of Florida and so much a friend to Eng- 
land that he had so great reputation in that kingdom that he was 
nominated as Captain General of all the English fleet against the 
Catholics of France, in those past years when there was war between 
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France and England. The rest of the people whom Juan Rivao had 
with him, who may he 70 or 80 persons, fled to the mountains, and 
refused to surrender unless their lives were spared. These with 20 
others, who escaped from the fort and 50 others who were taken by the 
Indians from the ships that were lost, who may be in all 150 people, 
less, rather than more, are all the Frenchmen now alive in Florida, 
separated from each other, fleeing in the mountains, and others captives 
among the Indians, and because they are Lutherans, and that so wicked 
a sect shall not remain alive in these parts, I shall do everything on my 
part, and shall induce the friendly Indians on theirs, so that, within 
five or six months, no one of them shall remain alive; and of the 
thousand Frenchmen who had landed, when I arrived in these pro- 
vinces, and their fleet of twelve sail, but two vessels alone have escaped, 
in very bad condition, with 40 or 50 persons on board, who, as they 
go so ill provided and equipped, may never arrive in France, and if 
they should arrive, would not carry the news of the death and destruc- 
tion of Juan Rivao and his fleet, and the later that they come to know 
this in France, the better it will be, for they will be at ease, thinking 
they have still a good force here, so that now it is more than ever 
necessary that, with great secrecy and diligence, everything be provided 
that I have asked, and be here in the course of April, so that, in the 
coming spring, I shall be master of this coast of Florida, and so Your 
Majesty will remain Lord of it without opposition or uneasiness ; 
being master of Florida You will secure the Indies and the navigation 
to it ; and I assure Your Majesty that henceforth Florida will make 
very little cost, but will bring in much money to Your Majesty and 
will be worth more to Spain than New Spain or even Peru ; and it 
may be said that this land is a suburb of Spain, for in truth, the 
voyage from there is not above 40 days to come here, and as many 
more ordinarily, to return to that kingdom. 

From the burning of the Fort we suffer very great hunger, and the 
biscuit that we landed here is spoiling and being used up, and unless 
we are speedily succored, we shall suffer, and many will pass out of 
this w^orld from starvation. So, trusting that Your Majesty is assured 
that I am serving you with all fidelity and love, and that in everything 
I am dealing and always shall deal truly, I shall say no more, but shall 
advise Your Majesty, in every way that I can, of all that may occur. 

May Our Lord preserve and prosper Your Majesty's Royal Catholic 
Person, with increase of greater realms and kingdoms, as Christianity 
requires, and as we, Your Majesty's servants desire. 

From this Province of Florida, and the river of San Pelayo and Fort 
of St. Augustine, this fifteenth of October, in the year 1565, Your 
Majesty's humble servant kisses Your Roy^l hands. 

Pedro Menendez. 
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IV. 

Royal Catholic Majesty. I wrote to Your Majesty from Florida 
in October, by the Captain Diego Flores de Valdes, giving a detailed 
account of all the good success that Our Lord had given me, up to that 
date, as well in the taking of the Fort of the French Lutherans who 
were in it, as in the destruction of their fleet and the annihilation and 
execution of all or the greater part of them ; among whom was Juan 
Rivao who was Viceroy of these Provinces and all the principal cap- 
tains, no one of them surviving. I also forwarded this despatch to 
Your Majesty, by way of St. Domingo ; so that I am assured that 
Your Majesty, by this time will have received that despatch, as the 
Captain Diego Flores must have arrived. 

On the very day after he left these provinces of the Fort of St. 
Augustine, I received information from the Indians, that 70 or 80 
Frenchmen were collected together, building a fort at Cape Canaveral 
and a vessel to send to France to ask for succor, and that they had 
much artillery and ammunition that they had taken out of the flag ship 
of Juan Rivao that had been lost there, and that, about thirty leagues 
from the place where they were, is the beginning of the Cape of the 
Bahama Channel. So I took three light barks for oars and sails, 
and put a hundred men on board of them, going myself by land with 
150, and left the Fort of St. Augustine on the 2t of November, and 
on All Saints' Day in the morning we came upon them, the barks by 
sea, and I by land. We were discovered before we attacked them ; 
and the Frenchmen seeing us, were afraid of us, and abandoning the 
fort, took to flight to the mountain. We put in a place of safety six 
pieces of artillery that they had and the powder and ammunition with 
which they were moderately provided^ and burned and razed the fort, 
and also burned the bark which was nearly finished. Seeing that the 
mountain was so thickly wooded that we could not catch any of them, 
and that it would not be proper that so wicked a sect should remain in 
the land, I sent a French trumpeter who had been with Juan Rivao, 
whom I had brought along with me, into the mountain to tell them to 
surrender, and give up their arms and that, if they would come to me, 
I would spare their lives. So they all came, save he whom they had 
chosen for captain, and three or four others men from Navarre and 
servants of the Prince of Conde. 

Having done this we departed, the boats by sea and I by land, down 
the Bahama Channel. Having gone 15 leagues we found a harbor, 
although not a very good one, but which has a fine river of more than 
fifty leagues in length, so that it is navigable for galliots, brigantines, 
frigates, and ships drawing one fathom of water ; and there we found a 
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principal cacique, who has many people on that river, with whom I made 
great friendship, giving him many articles of clothing, as well as to his 
wives and kindred ; and, in the eight days I was there, I so gained 
their good will that they told me they should rejoice to have me remain 
in their land, which was what I desired and strove to do. So I left a 
Captain with 200 men and one of the barks, that they should fortify 
there ; also provisions for 15 days, as our need of provisions is very 
great. With the other 80 men and two barks I went along down the 
Bahama Channel to seek provisions in Havana, to supply the forts and 
these people ; arriving there in three days. I discovered, on my way, 
two good harbors, and it is a wonderful thing that w^e can sail with such 
facility down the Bahama Channel. I always have held it certain that 
we could so navigate, for all along the shore, there is water on the back 
side, inland ; this I have formerly seen ; and, separated from the land 
it runs out to the open sea. It is a very great thing to have dis- 
covered this navigation and these harbors for the ships from the Indies 
that sail through the channel, for as they are often damaged in their 
rigging there, and have no harbor they dismantle their ships taking the 
money out into barges ; others go to the bottom ; others still, arriving 
at Havana all broken to pieces. Now, when any storm strikes them, they 
can go along the shore, which is very clear and with good bottom, and 
put into the harbors that I have discovered, or come to this harbor of 
Matanzas, or to Havana. That is where the French desired to come 
and settle in the coming spring, on account of their having gallies, (for 
it is very good for them,) and they have many harbors, as they enter at 
once on the Martires and the Tortugas, and sailing along their coast, 
could be masters of Havana and the whole island of Cuba, and there 
set at liberty all the negroes in all the Indies, for so they thought to 
become Lords of this land without making war, without labor or 
cost, 

I found at Havana the flag ship of Pedro de las Roclas with 130 
men, seamen and land troops, and also Pedro Menendez Marquez, my 
cousin^ with three ships that carried a quantity of ammunition, and two 
hundred men, and I received certain information that many French 
and English corsairs were going about at Porto Rico and Hispaniola, 
and at this island of Cuba, to plunder and to trade in negroes and linen 
goods, bartering them for gold and pearls, sugars and hides ; and that 
many Portuguese ships w^ere doing the same thing. Thinking this to 
be great damage to Your Majesty's service, and fearing that Jaques 
Rivao, the eldest son of Juan Rivao, having the two ships from the 
fleet with which he fled, the day we took the fort, with 70 or 80 men 
on board, when he had seen all the French who were in the fort put to 
death, and knowing that his father was then at sea with the greater 
part of the fleet, went out to seek him at this island of Hispaniola, so 

56 
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as to join him and the other corsairs who might be there, and tell them 
what had happened at the fort, and that the French had been put to 
death, meeting with the corsairs, might be able to make descents on 
various settlements in these parts, burning and sacking them, and 
committing cruelties upon the people whom they should find in them, 
as well as upon the ships and crews of Your Majesty's vessels, which 
they might take. I fitted up the flag ship and the three pataches, 
(small vessels) which Pero Menendez Marques, my cousin had brought 
with three hundred and fifty seamen, in these four vessels all good 
arquebusiers and good men ; and to serve Your Majesty at my own 
cost, I provisioned and supplied them, and sailed out of the port of 
Havana in the last of November, to find, pursue and chastise them, 
wherever they might be, and to spend the three months of December, 
January and February in doing this, and, in the beginning of March, 
to return the flag ship to Pedro de las Roclas, with all his crew, at 
Havana, I, with my ships, to go back to Florida to await the succor 
which I sent to ask from Your Majesty, to carry out the plans of which 
I wrote for the settlement of St. Helena and in the Bay of St. Mary, 
which are essential and necessary, in order that Your Majesty shall be 
Lord of these provinces in quiet. And the day that I left Havana with 
this fleet, which, as I have said was in the last part of November, we 
discovered a sail and I ordered the tenders to give chase to her, but 
she took to flight up the Bahama Channel, fearing that she must cer- 
tainly be a corsair, or some prize that they had taken. They could not 
overhaul her that day, but the next day, in the morning, being at the 
mouth of the Channel, we saw her quite near us, and she fled towards 
this port of Matanzas, and we came up with her within the harbor, 
where her crew abandoned the vessel and fled in the boats to tl^e shore. 
I sent a crew on board the ship to visit her and they found her to be 
Your Majesty's despatch ship ; so I sent to look up her crew, who, 
thinking us to be corsairs, had taken to flight. The master of the ship 
told us that, by Your Majesty's orders, the oflicers of the Casa de la 
Contratacion had despatched him to St. Domingo and to Havana 
with Your Majesty's instructions to the President, the Audiencia and 
the Governor, that they should get ready immediately beef and fish 
for eighteen hundred men for nine months, for that so many men were 
coming to Florida ; but gave no letter to me from Your Majesty, or 
from any private individual of your kingdom. He gave me a letter 
from the President and Auditors of the Audiencia of St. Domingo, 
in which they tell me the same that the master had told me. 

Considering that, as Your Majesty sends these troops, it must be for 
the reason that the King of France is sending some fleet to Florida, 
it is therefore not expedient that I shall be absent from Florida, 
although I have left there very excellent captains, very well informed 
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as to what may possibly happen, I abandon the fine plan that 1 had 
against the corsairs, and return to Havana with the fleet, where I shall 
do every thing in my power to send on provisions to Florida for the 
people there up to March ; the men whom I have here I shall detain 
here till that time, for they have nothing there to eat, and I shall 
manage, when I go to Florida in the month of March, to take food 
sufficient to last until supplies shall arrive from your kingdom ; but, 
unless they are succored, or unless God sustains them, one of two 
things cannot fail to happen, either they will perish with hunger, or 
will break with the Indians, on account of taking food from them, and 
in order that neither one nor the other may happen, I shall do every- 
thing to the extent of my power, to supply them. 

The fleet of St. Domingo up to this day has not arrived at Havana ; 
but a frigate that went in company with it arrived at Havana a week 
ago, whose captain says that, in a storm he separated from a store ship 
that was conveying the men from St. Domingo, of whom Gonzalo de 
Penalosa was captain, that with him came Esteban de las Alas, with 
four others of my tenders that sailed from Asturias and Biscay ; that 
likewise Pero Menendez Marques, who came as Admiral with Esteban 
de las Alas, had parted company two months before. The captain of 
the frigate also says that 30 horses that Gonzalo de Penalosa, was 
carrying to Florida died on his hands, and were thrown into the sea, the 
third day after he sailed from St. Domingo, (except one), so that not 
one single horse has arrived in Florida from St. Domingo, Porto Rico 
or anywhere else. I paid off the crew and the frigate that they should 
not make cost to Your Majesty, (and so, that all the men who would 
not go with me to Florida, might return to Hispaniola, whence they 
came, and that they should not go to Peru without Your Majesty's 
license,) as Your Majesty will understand, by the vouchers that go 
herewith. 

As to the armed ship with 50 soldiers and 20 horses which Your 
Majesty ordered the Governor of Havana to provide, paid and supplied 
for four months, I did not ask for them, so that I might not make cost 
for Your Majesty, and because I thought them not necessary at present, 
the Frenchmen in Florida being dead. 

When Esteban de las Alas and Pero Menendez Marques were com- 
ing on their voyage from your kingdom to Florida, they discovered two 
sails to the north of the island of Hispaniola, off Porto Eico, and think- 
ing them to be corsairs or prizes, they gave chase to them, when Pero 
Menendez took one of them and Esteban de las Alas the other finding, 
when they came up with them, that they were two Portuguese cara- 
vels, and the whole of their crews Portuguese, who, contrary to the 
orders, regulations and Royal Ordinances of Your Majesty and without 
registers, had come to trade in these parts. The one which Pero 
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Menendez took was of small value ; but he instituted process against 
them and took them into Havana as prizes. When I arrived there he 
gave them up to me with the other caravel and the goods, which were 
sold at public auction ; the money from tlie proceeds thereof I took and 
with it bought provisions which I sent in two barks to Florida, one of 
them a tender of seventy tons, in charge of the Captain Diego de Maya, 
for the people in the two forts of St. Matthew and St. Augustine ; the 
other, in command of Gonzalo Gallego, for the two hundred Spaniards 
whom I left in the channel, this side of Cape Canaveral, in the harbor 
of which I have spoken, which I have since named Puerto del Socorro, 
because, for four days there were 150 soldiers in it with nothing to eat 
or drink, except palmettos and water and herbs. Diego de Maya, with 
the three barges and the hundred men whom he carried, arrived with 
the provisions with which he succored us, so that we gave the place for 
this reason the name of Puerto del Socorro. With this provision that 
they carried, there will be enough for all January, though on very 
short rations. The testimony and the proceedings against the Portu- 
guese accompany this, as well as the prize proceedings. The Portu- 
guese I take in the barges, at the oar, until Your Majesty shall 
otherwise command, although certainly they show no such courtesy to 
the Castilians whom they take in Mina, or Molucca, lands of Your 
Majesty, which they hold in pledge, for all of Your Majesty's vassals 
whom they take, they sew up in sails and throw overboard alive. As 
to the other caravel which Estevan de las Alas took, I do not know 
what became of it in the storm, nor even of him, nor whether they are 
dead or alive, for nothing appears of him or of either of these ships. 
Our Lord may have been pleased to bring them into port in safety. I 
am told that his caravel had on board four thousand or more hides, and 
nothing else, for the two caravels had sent on shore, by some of their 
crews, in barges, what money they had, and these could not be captured. 
They also tell me that this prize which Estevan de las Alas took will be 
worth near six thousand ducats, more or less. If he has not lost it, I 
shall receive it and order it to be sold, and from the proceeds supply 
the people whom I have in Florida. 

At the time the Purveyor Francisco Duarte despatched me from 
Cadiz, I could not take on board all the provisions which he gave me 
for the 300 soldiers and 100 seamen whom Your Majesty paid to go to 
Florida, because I had laden in the galleon some provisions, and he 
caused them to be laden on board a large caravel of 120 tons which I 
chartered ; and inasmuch as her crew was nearly dead from the heat, I 
put on board of her 80 soldiers^ and Francesco Duarte made the master 
of the galleon give him a bill of lading for the provisions which he 
loaded on the caravel, as Your Majesty paid the freight on the galleon ; 
and, in order not to have any difficulty with him, I acquiesced, as I saw 
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clearly that the supplies for 400 men could not be carried in the galleon. 
When I left the Canary Islands, this caravel was separated from me, 
came into port at St. Domingo and left St. Domingo in company with 
another shallop of mine and a brigantine, and off the Cape of Tiburon 
they met four French corsairs, and took a part of the crew on board 
the brigantine, and the rest fled in the boat, for the caravel carried no 
guns. There remained on board the caravel about 40 persons, most of 
whom were sick, and the corsairs took her and carried them off. A 
month after, this caravel was lost, with all her cargo, in a storm near the 
port of Matanzas ; the crew escaped being twelve Frenchmen and 
about 20 very sick men of the 40 whom they captured on board of her, 
for the other twenty had been thrown overboard, having died. The 
Governor of Havana had the Frenchmen put on trial and hung them. 
I lost the provisions of this caravel, which was fully loaded, and was 
worth about four thousand ducats, in addition to the other three thou- 
sand that had been paid to the men and in wages to the master and 
seamen of the caravel, all the stores that came in her being Your 
Majesty's, and not mine, I giving from that which was laden in the 
galleass, at the time Your Majesty ordered Ine to take it, as much more 
for the 300 soldiers and 100 seamen, who went to Florida on Your 
Majesty's account. I pray Your Majesty, that, considering all this and 
that in order to sail against the corsairs, as I did at my own cost, hav- 
ing paid out, in order to supply myself and equip myself fully to go, as 
I did, with the 350 men whom I took in my ships more than four 
thousand ducats, Your Majesty will do me the favor to allow me the 
proceeds of these two caravels, if the one taken by Estevan de las Alas 
shall appear, provided they were not worth, with their cargoes, more 
than I have hereinbefore said ; for I need and require it all desperately, 
in order to supply that part of my force which I have in Florida ; for, 
so doing, Your Majesty will do me a great favor, especially as the 
greater part of this goes to the men and to the ships, as the greater 
part of right belongs to them. 

For the ship of Pedro de las Roclas which he sent to me from the 
Cape of St. Antony, he appointed as captain Juan de la Parra, an old 
soldier who has served Your Majesty many years by sea and by land, 
who pursuing his voyage towards Havana, was cast by the weather 
upon Matanzas ; and, about the time he was going into the harbor, he 
saw a caravel lying there, and ordered Antonio Gomez who is Captain 
of Artillery of the same ship to go and reconnoitre her ; who, having 
gone, found it to be a Portuguese caravel laden with hides, which had 
also some pearls and gold, having come without a Spanish register to 
trade in negroes and other merchandise on Terra Firma or the coast of 
Venezuela, and at the Island of Hispaniola ; and he brought her along- 
side of the captain ship. And the Captain Juan de la Parra, who was 
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captain of the ship and crew, having inspected the prize and her crew, 
commenced proceedings against her, and was going to Havana with 
her and with his ship. Garcia Osorio, who was Governor of that 
island at the time that the Captain's ship and the caravel entered that 
harbor, sent to take the caravel which was anchored at a distance from 
the ship, but he who was in charge of her, by command of Captain 
Juan de la Parra, would not give her up, saying that his Captain had 
commanded him to remain in her and hold her with all she had on 
board, and that, without his permission, he should not allow any one to 
come on board. So, because he made this reply to the Alguazil who 
went for the caravel, and would not suffer him to come on board, the 
Governor sent men from the town, armed, in two boats, to take the 
caravel, and, in order that the soldiers who were on board guarding 
her, might not defend her and be killed, the Captain, Juan de la Parra, 
ordered the men on board not to defend her, but that they should 
abandon her, and so they did. By the Governor's order, they took the 
caravel with all there was in her, also him who was charged to keep 
her by command of the said Parra, Gonzalo Gallego by name, a pilot 
well skilled in the navigation of the Indies, and chief pilot of the Cap- 
tain ship, and, without making any charge, or obtaining any confession 
from him, nor commencing any process against him, the Governor 
commanded him to be maimed because he had not given up the caravel 
to him the first time that he had sent to ask for it, and he, from fear of 
his Captain, who had placed him there to guard her, could not give her 
up without his leave. And the said Captain Juan de la Parra show- 
ing some resentment at the violence which the Governor had done him 
in taking the caravel and maiming his pilot, (though he was able to 
prevent both the one and the other, for he had his ship with one hun- 
dred and fifty men, and was captain of them all by command of Pedro 
de las Roclas, until he should give the ship and the crew over to me,) 
in his passion at the injury that the Governor had done him, said words 
at which the Governor took offence, although certainly without reason, 
for they were entirely without prejudice to his honor; yet he took 
occasion to give them another meaning, although, even if they were as 
he would understand them, he would have no cause to hold him for an 
hour. The Governor therefore came himself to the Captain ship with 
&ye, or six men only, with irons and an Alguazil and told the Captain 
that he had come to take him prisoner and carry him ashore. And 
the Captain, answering him that he was not strong enough to do it 
unless he pleased, but begging him not to do it, and that he should not 
take him, for that it would be an ill service to Your Majesty, and that 
the crew of his ship would be scandalized by it, so that, even if he 
should give himself up a prisoner, they would not consent to it. And 
the Governor, having sworn by God and by the life of Your Majesty, 
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very many times that he would take him prisoner, and the Captain 
Parra, seeing his determination, commanded all in the ship to remain 
quiet, without moving, and, making his protest against the Governor, 
gave himself up prisoner. And immediately the Governor, in the very 
cabin of the Captain where he was, put him in irons, and took him out 
of the ship with them, and from there took him prisoner to the prison 
where it is now going on three months that he has kept him in this 
manner, changing him from one part to another. When I came to 
Havana, he carried him to the house of a brother of Juan de Roxas, 
where he keeps him in irons and with a chain that passes into the 
wall, with the doors and windows stopped up, having put in guard 
over him this brother of Juan de Roxas, who is named Gomez de 
Roxas, without consenting that anyone shall see him or speak with 
him nor give evidence concerning him, or present any petition, and 
without any complaint filed against him ; and so, justice is lost for this 
Captain, and every body in the town says that a notorious wrong is 
done him. And, by the truth which I shall speak before God our 
Lord, and to Your Majesty, I have so understood that the charges 
which it is said that he alleges, are so trivial that they are all contained 
in this, that he did not dip his colors to the Governor, at Gape St. 
Antonio, when he came in another ship, and because he said to him 
that it would be better to defend his caravel, and that they should not 
mutilate his pilot, if the whole town should be destroyed, since they did 
him so great violence without justice, not being his judge. And, as I 
understand, Juan de la Parra endured these injuries in patience, under- 
standing that he permitted his pilot and himself to be put into prison, 
when he saw that, in fact, the Governor did it, that he was doing Your 
Majesty service in suffering it; and that, when I should arrive, the 
Governor would give him up to me, with such charges as there might 
be against him ; as being a person under my orders, having the largest 
crew and ship, as Your Majesty had commanded by your Royal orders, 
after Pedro de las Roclas had left here. When I arrived in Havana, I 
would not speak to the Governor concerning this business in the first 
two days, and on the third, desiring to do it by petition and with all 
courtesy, he, hearing of it sent to tell me by Juan de Ynistrosa, Your 
Majesty's Treasurer in this Island, that no one should speak to him 
concerning the Captain Juan de la Parra, for that in no manner should 
he be spoken with nor seen, nor would he give him up to me. I hear- 
ing this, and that they were treating him as no Christian ought to be 
treated, nor as I am bound that they should treat one on his way to 
report to me as Captain of a ship and crew to serve Your Majesty in 
my company in whatever I should command and order him ; so with all 
patience and in courteous terms I asked, as earnestly as I could, of the 
Governor, that he should permit me to see and speak with him, and 
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that he would give hira up to me with the proceedings against him. 
He would do neither the one nor the other, and on the other hand was 
offended, that, having sent word to me that I should not speak to him 
concerning this matter, I should not have complied. And although I 
very easily and without any trouble could have taken Juan de la Parra 
out from where he was to his ship so that he could return to duty, 
inasmuch as there was no complaint nor charge against him, or if there 
were and the proceedings were given over to me, I might have pro- 
ceeded against him, according to justice, yet I was unwilling to do it for 
fear of Your Majesty's displeasure. And by a requisition I prayed the 
Governor that he would give him up to me, a copy of which, with his 
reply accompanies this. After Parra heard what was going on, and 
that I was about to sail against the corsairs and that he was to remain, 
he shouted like a madman in the prison and darkness where he was, 
and it is feared he will lose his senses and is publicly stated that the 
Governor is afraid that when he gets out from there, he will demand 
justice against him. I did not know Parra and never saw him or spoke 
to him, but, if he had been taken, even for some treason, and I had 
given my word, as I did, to the Governor that I would not attempt to 
free him nor take him from him against his will, and asked him to per- 
mit me to see and speak with him, even in the presence of a notary and 
he would not do it. I do not know what will be the end of a thing like 
this, but I am sure that it will end the life of Captain Juan de la Parra, 
before his complaint can come to Your Majesty's knowledge ; for this 
reason I have thought proper to notify Your Majesty of it, that you 
may order that he shall be given over to me, with the proceedings, or 
that he send him bound or free to Your court with the proceedings. 

Moreover, the crew of the ship came to me requesting that I should 
procure that their caravel which had been taken from them, should be 
restored with what was in it, and I spoke to the Governor to that effect, 
praying him in all friendship that he would do it, or that he would 
assist me, or favor me with a portion of the money proceeds of the 
caravel, in order to supply the people who were in Florida on Your 
Majesty's account, who were 300 soldiers, and I said that I would give 
him bonds to repay all that should be given me, so soon as Your 
Majesty should so order, and I represented my great necessities ; and 
if he would not do this, that he would lend me some money to buy 
some stores with, and that I would bind myself to pay it, but he would 
do neither one nor the other. So I made my protest against him, 
a copy of which, and of his reply accompanies this. 

I found myself with very little artillery to go against the corsairs, 
and the Captain-ship of Pedro de las Roclas had very few and very 
small guns, because he carried out to Havana four large guns of Your 
Majesty for the fort that is building there, so that with these he came 
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very strong, and as he had no great present need of them, and there 
was much artillery iu the town, the brass guns of the two ships which 
were there, yet he would lend me none of them. So, I drew up 
a protest against him, a copy of which with his reply accompanies 
this. 

The stores which I was able to pay for at Havana were given me at 
the same prices at which they are sold to merchant ships coming and 
going there, without showing me any favor, although the inhabitants 
desired to do so, but, as the people are, for the most part, poor, they 
could not although they desired to do so. Other things also the Gov- 
ernor did to me, not treating me with the hospitality and respect to my 
person which were reasonably due to my office and the confidence that 
Your Majesty has always shown and still shows to me. And I surely 
tell the truth to Your Majesty when I say that I consider it a greater 
victory that T had the patience to endure and dissimulate under the bad 
treatment that he gave me, than even the victory that I gained over 
the Frenchmen in Florida. And as I have every day an absolute 
necessity to go and come to this Island, and to Hispaniola and to Porto 
Rico, and also my ships to be provided and equipped with every thing 
necessary, and to get cattle and beef for Florida, these things cannot be 
suffered to pass, for, if he does this with me, he will do it so much the 
more with the Captains and officers of the fleet under my charge, and 
with the shallops and zabras which may come into port in this 
island. If I had understood the necessity there is that I should have 
some authority in these islands, before the agreement I made, I would 
not have accepted it, unless Your Majesty had given me some right to 
be supplied and succored from here, so as to do every thing and endure 
all those dangers and toils with the greater content. As this is expe- 
dient for Your Majesty's service I shall do what seems most proper 
for it, for I say the whole truth to Your Majesty, as I am bound to do, 
and which every faithful servant should tell to his prince ; that, if I had 
the government of this island, I could do more in Florida in four years 
than I shall do in ten, and at much less cost to Your Majesty's royal 
treasury. 

Considering that Your Majesty sends me 1800 men to Florida, 
troops and seamen, I suspect that the King of France or his vassals are 
about to send out some great fleet; and if this is the case, Your Majesty 
should understand, unless you are already informed, that, although I 
may resist them in Florida, as I hope in God that I shall, so that they 
shall do me little harm in the parts where I may be, yet that they hold 
many other ports in Florida, to which they may go, very good country, 
and I cannot prevent them with the force I have, and they may be able 
to turn back upon some of the fleets from the Indies, for this is their 
whole design, and then fall upon these islands of Porto Rico, San 
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Domingo and Cuba, and will be able to take and plunder the settle- 
ments in them and burn them and commit cruelties upon the inhabi- 
tants, if they set themselves to do this, according to what I know of the 
small force of either of them, and I assure Your Majesty that, unless 
God shall miraculously defend them, they will succeed in doing this. 
I have written to the Governor of Porto Rico that he should keep that 
town on the lookout, for, although he may think that it is very strong, 
having a good fortress and plenty of guns, and a round tower with eight 
very good pieces, which are at the entrance, a hundred arquebusiers 
would be enough to take the town and sack it, by landing, at the 
round tower in boats, as they can very easily do, for there is not 
a single man or soldier in it who sleeps there ; thence they can go to the 
town, which is only a quarter of a league distant, and burn and sack it, 
without the fort doing them any damage. I have also written to St. 
Domingo to the President and Auditors that they should be prepared 
and should notify all the harbors within their jurisdiction that they also 
be ready. I shall also tell it to the Governor of this Island, for I fear 
very much for Havana, being so good a harbor and on account of the 
preparations they have made, that they may come and take the fort 
and put it into a condition for defence, and, considering the armament 
it has, it would be hard to take it back again. I shall exceedingly 
desire to know if they come, and what force they will bring, and what 
Your Majesty sends to me, that we may make an end, once foit all, 
with these Frenchmen who come to the Indies in time of peace, and 
that they shall lose the desire of going there again, for it would be very 
important to know this, and it might be that Our Lord would be 
pleased to give me victory over them ; and in order that I may cer- 
tainly know it, I despatch this tender express to Your Majesty that you 
may be pleased to advise me concerning the whole matter. 

As to the fleet and succor that is coming to me for Florida, after 
they have passed the Canary Islands, they have no occasion to go to 
any one of these islands, but can go straight to Florida in 29 and a half 
or 30 degrees, which is where the two forts of St. Augustine and St. 
Matthew are, for there is a very good pilot who will know how to bring 
them there, Domingo Fernandez, who is in the despatch-tender ; for so 
they will make a shorter course and come in less than half the time ; 
but, if they come by St. Domingo, and the Cape of San Antonio, Your 
Majesty should understand that the voyage is very long and that they 
will arrive very late in Florida. I shall have two frigates like gallies, 
each of 20 oars in a side, that will carry two^ guns amidships, each of 
twenty hundred weight, which are very light both for sails and oars, 
and with these and the fleet that Your Majesty will send me, if it comes 
in time, I shall put myself into St. Helena and into the Bay of St. Mary, 
and shall engage the French fleet, if it comes, so that, neither in 
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Florida nor ia the Indies, can they do any damage, neither to the 
merchant fleets ; but, as I tell Your Majesty, it is very necessary that 
the succor that shall be sent to me shall sail direct for Florida, which 
is a voyage of forty or fifty days, and to a very healthy place, where 
the men will not be sick, and even if it should start by the beginning 
of March, it will arrive in sufficient time ; but, if it comes by way of 
St. Domingo, besides that many will die there, it cannot arrive in 
Florida for three or four months, and the French, arriving first, will 
be able to make themselves strong in St. Helena, on which they have 
fixed their eyes, and where I am advised that there is a harbor and 
river of six fathoms of water at low tide ; that the river runs up a hun- 
dred leagues inland to the mountains, and that from there to Zacatecas 
it is not two hundred and fifty leagues. They have called this harbor, 
being so good, Port Royal. 

I have also learned, from a Frenchman whom I took in the last fort, 
that Jaques de Soria, he who took Havana and burned the fort, was to 
come out there in the beginning of the spring with a great fleet and 
afterwards fall upon some merchant fleet. Your Majesty will know this 
better than I can, for it may be that this man lied to me. I shall have 
these two frigates launched in the beginning of March, for I shall give 
the bevels and lines to the owners who are to build them, so that they 
will be better for these parts than gallies ; and as for security that I 
shall be able to pay for them, and for the wages, I shall deposit jewels 
and clothes, and shall find friends who will be sureties for the pay, 
and when they are bought they will not cost above six thousand ducats, 
fitted out as they should be with their oars and swift rowers and pro- 
visions for the first six months and seamen, and there are few ships 
that can keep up with them without wind and in calm. 

If Your Majesty shall send me a commission of Captain General of 
these parts of the Indies, Terra Firma, and the Ocean Islands, with 
power to pursue corsairs, and to take ships that come to barter and 
trade in these parts against Your Majesty's will, and contrary to your 
royal Provisions and Ordinances, and without registers, I will have 
the galley slaves which these frigates will need, and with two others 
to be built like them, Your Majesty holds the Indies and Florida 
secure, so that no corsair will come to these parts, and if they do come, 
they will be destroyed, neither will ships come to trade without license ; 
for it is told for certain that what the Portuguese, English and French 
have carried away and stolen in this year, is worth more than a million ; 
also by trading and bartering with Your Majesty's vassals in these 
parts, under permits and royal patents with which they were provided, 
but without having registers ; the cost of these four ships will be very 
small ; and this land being thus subject to Your Majesty, you will be 
pleased to give orders that I shall be repaid the outlay that I shall 
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make in them, and that all that I shall take shall be for myself; and if 
nothing is given me to reward me in the service of Your Majesty, I 
have the hope that you will favor me for such signal service by sending 
me the commission, either perpetual in form or for such time as shall 
be Your Majesty's pleasure. I shall have two of these vessels ready in 
March, and in March of the next year, I shall have the other two, 
which shall be four in all. I only ask that Your Majesty will grant 
me licenses for a thousand slaves, that I may sell them, in order to buy 
slaves for these vessels, for my wish is in everything to serve Your 
Majesty, with fidelity and truth as is due to Your Royal service and to 
my profession as a mariner. I inform Your Majesty of all this, for it 
seems to me due to Your Royal service, that you may provide every- 
thing that you may think fit. 

I have ordered this tender to touch at Hispaniola and deliver a letter 
of mine at Puerta de Plata, or Monte Christo, or wherever else they 
may land on the island, that it may be forwarded with all despatch to 
the Audiencia, in which I write that they shall not prepare any beef, 
and that, if they have already done so, they shall sell it ; for, when the 
fleet shall arrive there, it will not do for it to take on board a quantity 
of prepared beef, for it decays in the heat, and the crews will get sick 
with it, and it makes a bad smell in the ships, and at much less cost I 
will provide the crews fresh meat while they are cruising, also fresh 
meat on shore, with the two barks that may come and go, and much 
better than what they can prepare at San Domingo ; and for this Your 
Majesty shall pay me whatever you may be pleased to allow, and as to 
fish, as three or four fishing smacks are coming, and as I have two 
barks engaged in fishing from the smacks, I can give any quantity of 
very good and fresh fish to all the men, better than can be got from St. 
Domingo or any other place, for that will spoil, just like the beef, and 
give out a bad smell that cannot be endured ; so I write to the Audi- 
encia not to get ready any fish ; and I tell the same thing to the Gover- 
nor of Havana, not to get ready any beef or any fish. And if Your 
Majesty shall be pleased to pay me, through the Governor, the proceeds 
of the caravel, I shall be able to provide everything that may be 
necessary here, and will render good and true account. 

I promised Diego de Miranda, who is one of the principal gentlemen 
of the Asturia, the eldest son of an eldest son, the heir of his house, to 
appoint him principal Notary of Florida, and Secretary of the Govern- 
ment, and gave him his commission accordingly, for he has served Your 
Majesty many years in the fleets under my command, and is a man 
worthy of all confidence, and who assisted me in my undertaking to 
bring a quantity of men into Florida, I pray Your Majesty to show 
him this favor, for it is very necessary. 

I also promised Estevan de las Alas, and Pero Menendez Marquez, 
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and Hernando de Miranda the offices of Auditor, Purveyor and Trea- 
surer, for all three are persons of trust, and all among the principal 
men who have served Your Majesty many years in my company, all 
having married noble women, and who, through their desire of these 
offices, and their attachment to myself, may bring out their wives and 
families, and for their sakes other married people will come out, which 
will make a great beginning in the settling these Provinces of Florida 
with a noble race. I pray Your Majesty to look favorably on this, 
and do me the favor to grant these commissions. I agreed to give to 
the crew of this tender for wages and provisions, for carrying my letter 
to Hispaniola and this one to Your Majesty, one thousand ducats, for 
it being December, in winter time and dangerous, I could not make any 
better bargain with the pilot and master. I pray Your Majesty to 
direct that the amount be given to Pedro del Castillo, prefect of Cadiz, 
that he may pay them. And if Your Majesty will reply to me you 
will be able to do it immediately, for this vessel is to return at once to 
Florida with some ammunition that I have sent for, and a thousand half 
gallon bottles, a thousand pair of sandals, and some matters of fish hooks 
and trinkets for barter with the Indians, for these are very necessary. 

At the time I made my agreement with Your Majesty I was still to 
furnish six shallops of 50 tons each ; these should have been of one 
hundred tons, but, by error, it was set down 50, and that Your Majesty 
may understand that all these shallops are of one hundred and twenty 
tons each, more or less, you will direct it to be examined in Your 
Majesty's pay books for they are all measured in this manner, and are 
of these contents ; and, as I saw that the agreement said 50 tons, 
which is small so that they are dangerous for the voyage from this 
Kingdom to Florida, and the provisions that they can carry are hardly 
sufficient for the crew that sail them for the outward and return voyage, 
beside that they cannot carry any guns to go against the corsairs, 
except very small and insufficient ones. I pray Your Majesty to cause 
the pay books to be examined for the contents of these shallops, and 
finding that they are of a hundred and twenty tons, more or less, as it 
will appear, that you will order your certificate to be given me setting 
forth that they are of this tonnage, in order that I may sell the little 
ones, and take them of this tonnage, for with them to come and go in, 
I can do great damage to the corsairs, and supply provisions and cattle 
to Florida with great facility. 

May Our Lord protect and prosper Your Majesty's Royal Catholic 
Person with increase of greater kingdoms and realms as we, Your 
Majesty's servants desire, and Christendom needs. Amen. From Ma- 
tanzas, on the 5*^ of Dec.®™^^' 1565. Your Majesty's humble servant 
kisses your Royal hands. 

Pedro Menendez. 
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Koyal Catholic Majesty. On the fifth of this month I sent to Your 
Majesty a despatch-tender from the port of Matanzas, and by it wrote 
at length concerning all that had happened to !me in these Provinces of 
Florida up to that date ; also of what appeared to me to be of impor- 
tance to Your Majesty's service in relation to this enterprise the tender 
sailing for the said voyage from Matanzas, and with it two others from 
the fleet which were under the command of Pero Menendez Marquez, 
my cousin, who was going to Yaguana to learn news of Estevano de 
las Alas, and to load provisions for Florida, on account of their being 
cheaper there than here, and because I thought that the President and 
Auditors of St. Domingo would lend me the money to buy them, as 
the Governor of this Island would not do so. They discovered a sail 
off the Bahama Channel and thinking it to be a corsair they gave 
chase, and she led them into Matanzas, where they reconnoitered and 
found that she was that caravel which Estevano de las Alas had cap- 
tured from the Portuguese, laden with hides ; and they told them how 
the store-ship which they had armed at St. Domingo had been lost, and 
that Estevano de las Alas was coming there with this caravel and one 
of my shallops with men and ammunition that had come from Asturias 
and Biscay; that all the men and Your Majesty's brass guns were 
saved ; but that all the stores and ammunition were lost, nothing 
escaping, and that a sloop of mine was also lost, all her crew likewise 
escaping, and that as Estevano de las Alas found himself without suffi- 
cient provisions for so many people, he consulted with Gonzalo de 
Penalosa who came as Captain of these troops from St. Domingo, in 
order to disembark the men there, at the place where they were lost, 
which was to the north of this Island one hundred and fifty leagues, and 
25 or 30 from Bayamo, and they decided to go by land with the men 
to Bayamo, or to Puerto del Principe, so that they could find food there ; 
and that they had put the sick men into the caravel from the store 
ship, who had sailed in very poor condition, being about 40 persons, 
and that the shallop remained loading the artillery that was saved, with 
her barge taking off the men from a little island where the shallop was 
lost, to the main land. Pero Menendez Marquez, when he heard this 
and had informed himself particularly of all that had taken place, came 
quickly from Matanzas to Havana, to report it to me ; and he brought 
with him the same master of the caravel who was present ; and I being 
of the opinion that when the Captain Peiialosa should arrive at Bayamo 
or Santiago de Cuba, at Your Majesty's expense, he would return to 
supply these men and look for a vessel and take them to this port, 
which would make a great expense and occasion delay, and, as Your 
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Majesty had commanded me that, when the French were expelled from 
Florida, I should pay off these men, I fearing that, since they are 
already expelled, unless I did this, Your Majesty would be displeased 
with me, ordered them to be immediately discharged, as Your Majesty 
will perceive by the copy of the order which is transmitted herewith: 
I also wrote to Estevan de las Alas, that he should come, with the men 
under his command, in company with Captain Penalosa, who was 
bringing the men from St. Domingo, and, having discharged Captain 
Penalosa's men, as I had commanded him in the order I sent, that 
those of them who chose to go with me to Florida, he should receive 
and provide and keep in his company, with the others whom he was 
bringing ; and that, with both of them, he should remain quiet at 
Eayamo, or at Puerto del Principe, with all the force he had got 
together, providing them with food out of my monies, because stores are 
twice, or three times as cheap there as here, and I sent him letters of 
credit, that they should furnish him with all the provisions that he had 
need of, for Juan de Ynistrosa, Your Majesty's Treasurer in this island, 
has favored me in all this, and in every way that he can, to aid my 
necessities and my men, for he understands, that, by so doing he is 
serving Your Majesty. I pray Your Majesty to write to him, acknowl- 
edging this service. I also wrote him that, if it were necessary, I would 
send vessels for him and for the men, to take them to Florida, for it 
being now near winter, having no food there, there is no reason why they 
should go. And to Captain Penalosa I wrote that, as to the discharged 
men who were not willing to agree to go to Florida, he should order 
them to go back to Hispaniola, because, if they remained in this Island, 
they would go to Peru and to other parts of the Indies, without Your 
Majesty's license ; and if the corsairs should come this spring to His- 
paniola, it would be very well that these men be in that island, to 
defend it. I made both these provisions because it seemed expedient 
for Your Majesty's service, and would diminish the cost to Your 
Majesty's treasury. 

The master of this caravel says that Estevan de las Alas sold at 
Yaguana two thousand hides out of her, in order to supply provisions 
for the men ; and that the others are on board the caravel, many of 
them wet and in bad condition, because the caravel made a great deal 
of water in a storm that they experienced. And in the great necessity 
in which I am and in order to give food to the troops I have here, and 
to support and supply with provisions those who are in Florida, and to 
enable me to pay a part of what I owe here, I have arranged to sell 
these hides and the caravel ; they would not trade without seeing them 
and seeing the ship, and the bargain was made with one Francesco de 
Reynoso, who came with me here to serve Your Majesty, to whom I 
owed the sum of two thousand ducats, and he bought the caravel and 
the twenty-five hundred hides on board her for four thousand ducats, 
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of which he is to pay one thousand to the mariners who go in the 
caravel for food and wages, which is due them, and he gave me the other 
thousand ducats in cash. Therefore the favor which I had prayed Your 
Majesty to grant me, of allowing me this caravel and these hides, which 
may be worth six thousand ducats, comes to a value of live thousand, 
the three thousand which I received here, and the two thousand for the 
two thousand hides that Estevan de las Alas sold out of the caravel at 
Yaguana ; and, as to the other thousand ducats that Your Majesty was 
to pay for the charter of the despatch-tender that went with my de- 
spatches. Your Majesty need not pay any part of it, since, of the four 
thousand ducats for which the caravel and the hides were sold, one thou- 
sand remain for the crew who carry this despatch for food and pay, for 
it being December and winter time, by paying them this, I make them 
go by force ; and understanding that Pero Menendez Marques goes im- 
mediately to Matanzas, at the charge of the owner of the caravel, he 
can get her ready with great speed and can take the despatch for Your 
Majesty, which I had given to the tender that carried it, and without 
touching at Hispaniola or at any other place, may go directly to your 
kingdom, and wherever he may land, may go to deliver this despatch to 
Your Majesty with the one of which I wrote by the tender ; and that 
he may particularly tell Your Majesty of what great importance it is 
that the fleet which is to come out with 1800 seamen and soldiers, 
should not come to Dominica, nor to St. Domingo, nor to this Island ; 
for if they should arrive late at Florida, the French would have arrived 
here first, and would land in safety at the Point of St. Helena, where 
there is a harbor, which is said to be the best in all Florida, having a 
river that goes up a hundred leagues inland as far as the mountains, 
whence it may be about 250 leagues to Zacatecas, and it is understood 
that it is not 300; or they may go to the Bay of St. Mary which is 100 
leagues north of St. Helena, where is the Indian Velasco, who is in New 
Spain, and 80 leagues inland are the mountains and beyond them there 
is an arm of the sea, that is navigated by canoes and extends to Tierra 
Nova, a distance of 500 leagues and ends there, in a bay which makes 
up beyond this mountain, which is 80 leagues inland from the Bay of 
St. Mary, as I have stated ; and close to this bay, a quarter or half a 
league distant, there is another arm of the sea, which goes in the direc- 
tion of China and this is considered certain, although no one has entered 
the South Sea, but they have gone up more than 500 leagues in an east 
north west direction, for they started in 42 degrees, and went up as far 
as 48, and were 500 leagues from Mexico, in a line North and South 
from it, and so in reason were not 100 leagues from the South Sea, or 
that same land of China. These results which the French can very 
safely effect, unless we get the advantage of them, are of very great im- 
portance to them, as well for honor as for profit ; and what I may have 
done in Your Majesty's service in Florida, will be very little, in com- 
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parison with what the French will be able to do if they go there in the 
service of their king. If hitherto they have omitted to fortify them- 
selves there, it has been in order that they may go to the Indies and hold 
their outposts on the Bahama Channel, where they had a fort, in order 
to be masters of the ships and fleets that sail through it ; and, holding 
that securely, that they might settle in St. Helena, and the Bay of St. 
Mary which they have carefully surveyed, and can fortify themselves 
on a strait of land that there is, a quarter or half a league beyond the 
mountains, to the North of the Bay of St. Mary as I have said, in order 
to command that arm of the sea that goes up to Tierra Nova and the 
one that goes to the South Sea in the direction of China ; and get the 
benefit of the mines that are found in the mountains, and even easily go 
thence to the mines of St. Martin and Zacatecas, the voyage to which 
will be much shorter and easier than ours is ; for from France to Tierra 
Nova, where the arm of the sea begins to enter the land of the mines, 
is a voyage of from 20 to 25 days, and from there, in boats, they can go 
inland, by that arm, till they get near the mountains, where they can 
get the benefit of the mines, and the money that is brought from Zaca- 
tecas to San Juan de Lua, comes at very great cost. Your Majesty 
cannot doubt that the Fr.ench have perceived all this, and if they do not 
in the coming spring, they will in the next, and, if once they plant 
themselves there, they will be hard to expel for they can be succored 
with great ease, and at very little cost from Tierra Nova where they 
are entirely masters and maintain every year many ships and people. If 
the fleet and the troops that Your Majesty will send me shall come di- 
rect to Florida, it may be that they will arrive in time, for me to antici- 
pate the enemy, preventing them from settling in either place and taking 
the two frigates which I shall take and which will be very sufficient and 
light for sails or oars, each of 40 oars as I have said. Your Majesty 
granting me the favor of one thousand licenses for slaves, as I have 
requested, I trust in God that I shall disable the French fleet. And 
if Your Majesty has advices that it is coming, you should order the 
Governors in these parts and the Generals of the fleets, that they should 
be and keep themselves very circumspect, for if the French fleet should 
come, even if it produce no effect in Florida, it may on the settlements 
in the Indies, and they will proceed with all cruelty to do every kind 
of damage and injury to the people and property in them, and the same 
to the ships and fleets that sail there. I have thought fit to give to Your 
Majesty a particular account of all this and to send with this despatch 
Pero Menendez Marques, my cousin, that, if it is necessary with the 
chart in hand he may more particularly explain this, so that Your Ma- 
jesty may provide, as to both, what is expedient for your Royal service ; 
for, as regards myself, I shall do my duty with all fidelity, care and dili- 
gence, and according to Your Majesty's trust in me. 

68 



458 MASSACHUSETTS HISTOEICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

I pray Your Majesty to do me the favor to dismiss Pero Menendez 
as early as possible that he may carry my order to Pedro del Castillo, 
that he may despatch him immediately in a tender or light caravel, and 
that he shall load in it a thousand bottles, of from a measure and a 
half to two measures, and two thousand pairs of sandals for the men 
who may be employed in exploring, with certain articles for barter with 
the Indians and some iron tools for cultivating the ground and saddles 
and horse equipments, together with some laborers and their wives, and 
that he shall come with it all here to Havana, to divide the cargo from 
this place among the three forts that I have, and the one which 1 shall 
build in this month of February and March, in the Bay of Juan Ponce, 
for this will be about 50 leagues by land from the others and from 
Campeachy and New Spain I shall be able to supply myself and pro- 
vide many things ; and thus, in a short time, they will trade with each 
other and multiply, and leaving them this supply, with people to culti- 
vate the land, and priests, who may instruct the Spaniards and the 
natives, I shall be able to proceed to St. Helena and the Bay of St. 
Mary, to do there whatever may be expedient, and make the best pro- 
vision that may be possible there, so that what has been gained and 
discovered there be not lost. To accomplish this, it will be necessary 
that Your Majesty order that Pero Menendez be despatched forthwith, 
for v^rhom I shall leave orders and instructions in this port, that he 
shall make a division of whatever he may bring, among the men who 
shall come here, conformably to the distribution of the lands, and the 
necessities of the settlements. From the Bay of St. Mary, I shall go by 
land to the Forts of St. Augustine and St. Matthew, which are not 
more than 50 leagues distant, exploring and opening the route, and in 
every way endeavoring to gain the good will of the Indians ; for this 
purpose I shall take one hundred and fifty men and twenty horses, and 
shall leave another hundred men in the settlement which I shall make 
in the Bay of St. Mary ; and by the middle of April at the farthest, I 
shall, by the help of Our Lord, be in the Forts of St. Augustine and 
St. Matthew, waiting for the reinforcements which I have sent to ask 
of Your Majesty by the Captain Diego Flores de Valdes, and as many 
as Your Majesty may be pleased to send, so that, as soon as they shall 
have arrived, leaving those forts in the best condition and state that I 
can, I may go to the point of St. Helena, and the Bay of St. Mary, to 
fortify myself there and await the enemy, if they should come. 

I notified Francisco Osorio, the Governor of this Island, the moment 
that I decided to send out the tender, to Your Majesty's kingdom, and 
to send Pedro Menendez Marques with the despatches ; in order that, 
if he desired to write to Your Majesty, or to any other person in your 
kingdom, he might do so, and that his despatch would be forwarded 
with all diligence. He answered me that he did not desire to write by 



1894.] LETTERS OF PERO MENENDEZ DE AVILES. 459 

any ship that I might despatch, and that he intended to send back the 
caravel that came from your kingdom with Your Majesty's orders to 
provide beef and fish in this island and in Hispaniola for nine months 
for the 1800 soldiers and seamen, as Your Majesty had commanded to 
be done. And when I came across this caravel at Matanzas as it 
seemed to me a light vessel both for oars and sails, and sufficient for 
the exploration of Florida and its rivers, I spoke with her Pilot, Master, 
and mariners, and asked if they would go to Florida with me in the 
Spring? They answered that they would be very glad to do so, and 
under this promise they ceased taking Your Majesty's despatch to the 
Governor of Matanzas here by land and came with it by sea. And 
although I told the Governor all this and of the great need that I had 
for her, and that, having lost my sloop from St. Domingo, which was 
very light for oars and sails, and for the purpose of reconnoitering any 
vessel at sea, or the rivers and bays on the coast, and that no vessel 
was more fit for this purpose than this caravel, and that it would make 
no cost to Your Majesty if he sent the despatches in the ship that I 
send, besides that it is a better vessel for the winter season and this 
caravel is small. For all this he was not willing to do it and, although 
I might have bought it and taken it, being at the disposal of the owner, 
yet fearing that he might attempt to resist, although he was not able to, 
I left it to him, notwithstanding I have very great need of it. I advise 
Your Majesty of all this that you may understand what happens here 
and may know how little I am favored and aided in these matters of 
such great importance to my good success ; and if Your Majesty does 
not remedy this by writing to him concerning this, I and my officers 
must suffer every time that we are obliged to repair here, or anywhere 
in the whole Island with my ships to supply and equip ourselves, and 
as I serve Your Majesty with all the zeal with which I am bound to 
serve, I have no more to say, save that Our Lord may guard and 
increase Your Majesty's Eoyal Catholic Person, with increase of new 
kingdoms and realms as Christianity requires and as we, the servants 
of Your Majesty desire. 

From Havana, December 12*!^ in the year 1565, Your Majesty's 
faithful servant kisses your royal hands. p^^^ Menendez. 

The King's Order. 

It will he well to write immediately to this Governor and to Pero 
Menendez, that it will he well that he shall put those whom he has taken 
alive to the oar, if he can^ and it seems to him to he safe ; or else send 
them here to go to the gallies. This as regards those to whom he offered 
their lives ; as to the rest he does very well in executing justice upon them, 

(All this passage underscored [or italicized] in the original is in the 
handwriting of Philip II.) 
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VI. 

Royal Catholic Majesty. 

At this moment a particular friend of mine has arrived from Cam- 
peachy, a man of character and veracity, and he tells me as a certain 
fact, that Pedro de las Roclas arrived at Puebla de los Angeles in the 
month of October last ; and that, one month before, of the four ships of 
Your Majesty's fleet that went to China two had returned to the port 
of la Navidad, whence they sailed, and that their return voyage was of 
seventy days' sailing; that they carried a great quantity of gold dust ; 
it is said that they certainly had a million ; and that the crews of the 
Captain-ship and of the other ships had built a fort on an island near 
China, and that they had planted guns on it and put in a garrison and 
they say that it is the richest land that, up to this day has been dis- 
covered ; and that, in order to return to the port of la Navidad, whence 
they took their -departure, they made their course to the north as far as 
.50 degrees, back of Florida. I have thought fit to advise Your 
Majesty of this, because I hold it to be very certain news ; and also to 
warn Your Majesty that, if there is intelligence that the French are 
arming for these parts, there may be some danger to the fleet of New 
Spain, which will bring much money and have but a small force, and it 
will be well that Estevano de las Alas embark here with some armed 
vessels of the fleet, which can very easily be done, and Estevano de las 
Alas is a very good man who has served Your Majesty on the seas for 
many years, and will know how to serve you well, whom all who sail 
in this trade with the Indians, love, fear and respect ; for, although he 
who came as Admiral of the fleet is a very excellent gentleman, he is 
young, and has had very little experience at sea, nor any of fighting at 
sea, and has never sailed, except one other time to New Spain with 
Pedro de las Roclas his uncle. Finding myself here it seemed to me 
well to notify Your Majesty of this, that you may make such provision 
as you may see fit. 

May Our Lord protect and increase Your Majesty's Royal Catholic 
Person with increase of greater kingdoms and realms as Christianity 
requires, and as we, Your Majesty's servants desire. From Havana 
16*.^. of December, in the year 1565. Your Majesty's humble servant 
kisses Your Royal hands. 

Peeo Menendez. 

VII. 

Royal Catholic Majesty, 

By my cousin the Captain Pedro Menendez Marques, who sailed 
from Havana on the 19*.^ of the last month, with a despatch-tender, I 
wrote to Your Majesty at length and yery particularly of the good 
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success which Our Lord had given me in Florida against the French 
Lutherans who had occupied it ; how they were all destroyed and put 
to death ; and how on the 2?. of November, with 250 men, and three 
barges for oars, I went from the Forts of St. Matthew and St. Augustine 
to the Cape Canaveral, where I was informed that seventy or eighty 
Frenchmen were building a fort and a bark to send out and ask for 
succor. I also wrote how, one morning I came upon them with 150 
men by land and with the barges by sea ; how we were discovered, 
they being afraid of us, and betaking themselves to the mountains ; 
how we took their fort and what provisions they had, and burned their 
bark ; and how, that this evil Lutheran sect might not remain in the 
land, I sent a trumpet to the Frenchmen, offering them their lives, if they 
would surrender and lay down their arms and their colors ; how all 
this was done accordingly; and that, from there I went 15 leagues 
further down the Bahama Channel, to a very beautiful river, where 
was one of the principal caciques whose name was Ays, who received 
us with great friendship, and how, being there, we had no sort of food, 
nor did this cacique give us any, saying that he had not got it, for that 
they ate shell fish and fish and the roots of herbs, and that if we went 
into the fort, we could have nothing to eat there nor where to get it 
from, even ever so little ; so that for our relief I had determined to go 
down the Bahama Channel, to explore its navigation and harbors, as 
far as this harbor of Havana, and I did so accordingly, with 70 men in 
two barges, leaving the rest of the men and the other barge. I also 
wrote Your Majesty that arriving here I should send back to them the 
two barges, laden with provisions ; also of the small aid and favor that 
was given me by Garcia Osorio, the Governor of this Island, and of 
the great necessity there was that Your Majesty should order this to be 
remedied henceforth. I also wrote that, this month I should go to 
explore the Bay of Juan Ponce, in order, if there was any good harbor, 
to settle it, because the river of St. Matthew empties on that coast, or 
near it, and our people will be easily able to communicate with each 
other ; also to see if it be navigable between the Tortugas and Florida, 
and if there be any good harbor at the head of the Martires, which is 
very important for short voyages and safety to the ships and fleets that 
sail to the Indies. I also sent a duplicate of this letter subsequently to 
Your Majesty by a despatch caravel sent out to Your Majesty by the 
Governor of this Island. I trust that Our Lord will have been pleased 
to bring these ships in safety with these letters that Your Majesty may 
understand in detail all that has happened ; although, only two days 
after the Captain Pedro Menendez Marques sailed, there was a very 
great storm here. What there is new to advise Your Majesty to-day of 
is this ; that within 15 days after the barge laden with provisions for 
the Spaniards who remained in the Channel of the settlement of Ays 
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sailed from here, she returned to this port with news that she arrived 
in safety, and found the soldiers whom I left there, all scattered and 
divided into little companies without leave of their Captain, for they 
were perishing with hunger where they were ; that the cacique with 
his people had gone away and got together a number of men in order to 
make war upon them ; and that they had come 20 leagues this way 
where they had found better land and some food of palmettos and 
other fruits called icacos, (cocoa plum) and many mulberries and fish, 
and there they all collected together in a fort which they had thrown 
up as well as they could in the time, and many peaceful Indians had 
come to them showing themselves friends, with some display of gold 
and silver, and they advised me of all this by Captain Juan Velez de 
Medrano who is there in command of all these men. Two days ago 
arrived Captain Diego de Amaya, who sailed in the other barge of 70 • 
tons, laden with provisions for the two forts of St. Augustine and St. 
Matthew, and he brought me news that he arrived in safety at fort St. 
Augustine and there discharged the stores that were to remain there, 
of 150 sows with young that he took out, 50 had died, and he landed 
80 of them there, and that, within six days he would have departed 
with the ship and the provisions that he was carrying to Fort St. 
Matthew ; but being in December the weather changed so one night 
that at dawn there was a great storm and very heavy sea, so that 
he was obliged to attempt the bar of St. Matthew, and he ran aground 
in such a manner, although the vessel required but little water, she 
thumped and was stranded near the land, where all the crew went 
ashore, and the vessel went to pieces, and a part of the provisions was 
saved although very little. They say that the men in the forts are 
well and very resigned ; that, in the cold of winter, being ill clothed, 
more than a hundred persons died, and that they were in a very great 
necessity of food, and still are ; the Commandant and the Captains who 
were there had agreed that as one of the two brigantines was finished 
which I had left orders that they should build for me wherewith to 
explore the coast in the spring, and go to St. Helena and the Bay of 
St. Mary. Captain Diego de Amaya should return to inform me of 
the strait they were in for want of food, shoes and clothing, that I might 
provide them without delay; and how the ship which was going to 
them had been lost with part of the provisions; for, when Captain 
Diego de Amaya left here, I ordered him, after having landed his pro- 
visions at the two forts, to proceed, with all despatch to the Island of 
Porto Rico or Hispaniola to look for the galleon San Pelayo which 
had on board two thousand quintals of biscuit and much wine, vinegar 
and other stores ; that he should load his ship with all of these and go 
back to Florida with it. The Commandant and the Captains also 
wrote me that the two French ships which escaped when we took the 
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fort of St. Matthew in which Juan Rivao's eldest son escaped the day 
that he was in the fort by swimming to one of these ships, had gone 
five and twenty leagues beyond, towards the north to a very good 
harbor called Guale, the Indians there being their friends, and that there 
are, within a space of three or four leagues, forty villages of the Indians 
of two brothers, one of whom is called Causin, and the other Guale, 
and these two brothers are great friends of the General Ludunier who 
was in Florida before the coming of. Juan Rivao. The day that we 
took the fort, he jumped over the wall in his shirt, and fled to 
the mountain, wounded by a pike, and we never heard any further 
news of him, save that it was said that the Indians, his enemies, had 
killed him.. It seemed to me that he reached the shore before the son 
of Juan Rivao got over the bar, that he took him in and, as he knew 
of the harbor of Guale and the two caciques were his friends, that he 
went there with the two ships, and that, in great haste, he threw up a 
fort, and that he had in it seventy or eighty men ; that he had sent one 
of the ships to France and kept the other there. They must have much 
artillery and ammunition and stores, for these two ships had not yet 
discharged what they brought from France, and one of them carried 
four heavy brass guns on her broadside. If they are succored through 
the friendship that they have with the Indians, having there plenty of 
food of maize, beans, pumpkins, and much fish and game, it will be 
a bad thing, and it will be afterw^ards very hard to eject them, having 
so good a harbor. Some Frenchmen whom I have here assure me, 
that when I arrived in Florida, Juan Rivao was about to send there 
a Captain with 200 men to settle that harbor, which he had very well 
surveyed, and the Indians desired him to do so, and that this spring 
with the people who were to come from France, he intended to settle in 
St. Helena, which is admirably good, for these Frenchmen say it is the 
best harbor that they have discovered in Florida and that they would 
also this spring have settled in the Bay of St. Mary. Even if I had 
men enough, I could not go to Guale, where these Frenchmen are, be- 
fore the end of March, or the beginning of April, for this coast is 
stormy, and we must go along the coast with great care to make the 
harbor; but I have resolved with the help of Our Lord, to go within 
eight days to the Bay of Juan Ponce, and to explore the entire coast 
from Philippina and the bays of San Jusepe as far as the Martires, and 
between the Tortugas and Florida, to see if there is any navigable 
channel for the fleets from New Spain for, if there is, they can sail 
much more easily from New Spain to Havana ; and if I find any good 
port on that coast and Bay of Juan Ponce, I shall settle there and 
fortify, for the river of St. Matthew empties on that coast, or cannot 
be above 15 or 20 leagues from it and by land the forts of St. Matthew 
and St. Augustine are not above 50 leagues distant and they can easily 



46-i MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

communicate with each other, and bring the Indians into friendship 
with us, and the priests can instruct them with less risk. And by that 
coast and Bay of Juan Ponce I shall be able to get supplies easily, 
from New Spain and Campeachy, and from this Island of Cuba, and 
from that harbor I shall be able to supply the forts of St. Matthew 
and St. Augustine, and reinforce them whenever it may be necessary, 
and when my galleons are going to New Spain, they can land men and 
provisions there without going out of their course and the same when 
they are returning from New Spain to Spain ; and thence they can 
settle, with the people who may come from Spain, the river bank of 
San Pelayo that goes toward the fort of St. Matthew, which they say 
is inhabited by Indians and has plenty of food. These two forts of 
St. Matthew and St. Augustine, and in case of finding a harbor in the 
Bay of Juan Ponce, the one which I settle there together with the shore 
of San Pelayo being near each other, will be under the command of 
a Captain and there will also be an Alcayde in each fort, and this 
office I propose to confide to Estevano de las Alas, being a gentleman 
and a good Christian and of good deportment, while I shall go to the 
coast of Philippina, as far as the Martires and Tortugas, until the mid- 
dle of March, exploring it by land and sea, in order to settle in the 
best harbor and land location that I shall find, for I have four brigan- 
tines and two gallies, vevj sufficient for that purpose, either for oars or 
sails, and two very good tenders for the accommodation of the troops 
and to carry provisions for them, I having been engaged all this time 
in equipping and careening them. I shall leave Estevano de las Alas 
the best supply possible, with 100 men, in the settlement that I shall 
make on that coast and at the Bay of Juan Ponce, so that the men who 
may come to me from Havana in my tenders may be all taken there, 
so as to be divided between the two forts of St. Matthew and St. 
Augustine and the place where he shall be ; and if priests come, they 
will have plenty to occupy themselves with. From Havana to the 
place where I shall leave him they can easily come in two days more, 
especially if I shall discover a navigable channel between the Tortugas 
and Florida, for the prevailing wind there is northeast, and this is favor- 
able both for going and returning. From the middle of March onward, 
leaving to Estevano de las Alas one of the brigantines, so that he may 
go and come to Havana for provisions for his men, I shall go directly 
to where the Captain Juan Velez de Medrano is, and take him off 
with what men he may have for the Captain Diego de Amaya, 
who came from there, reported to me that many of them are dead 
from hunger, and that the Indians who have risen against them and 
are very warlike and treacherous, have killed others ; and I shall take 
these men with me to the forts of St. Augustine and St. Matthew, 
where, in each fort I shall leave a Captain with 150 soldiers, and then, 
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with the largest force I can get together, which shall be, if possible, not 
less than three hundred men, for this is little enough, I shall go to 
Guale, where Ludunier and Juan Rivao's son are, and endeavor to take 
their fort and expel them from the land before they can be succored 
from France ; and, if Our Lord gives me the victory, I shall leave there 
a captain with a hundred soldiers, and go on to St. Helena with the 
other one hundred and fifty ; and if meanwhile, the reinforcements of 
Your Majesty shall arrive at this port of Havana I shall leave my order 
here with the Treasurer, Juan de Ynistrosa, (and also leave one of my 
servants) that they shall immediately succor Estevano de las Alas with 
two or three hundred men and provisions for them ; and that, with the 
rest they shall go to the forts of St. Augustine and St. Matthew, and I 
shall leave a pilot to take them there, that he may leave them men and 
provisions as I have ordered, and with the rest and the whole fleet 
they shall pass on to Quale, for I shall leave pilots to take them there ; 
so that, if the French fleet comes, it shall find us in a state to defend 
ourselves and that we may hold the forts we have taken which they 
had explored. And if they shall proceed to the Islands, with the intent 
of committing robbery and cruelties, or shall attempt to lie in wait for 
any fleet from New Spain, I may be able to spy them and give such 
favors as I may be able, on the one side or the other; but if the 
French should come before Your Majesty shall reinforce me, we shall 
all be in great trouble and danger. I shall do all that is possible for a 
man, and I shall do it to the end, and I am certain that, much and well 
as I desire to serve Your Majesty and to give you these Provinces of 
Florida cleared so that the Holy Gospel may be preached in them, and 
the natives brought to Your Majesty's allegiance, so that neither the 
French nor any other nation shall have any part in them, what is pos- 
sible for me does not equal my zeal and desire; but Your Majesty 
may be certain that all I have and all I can get from relatives and 
friends, T shall devote and expend in this undertaking, and as so great 
sums are needed to support the one and the other, if Your Majesty 
should do it at your cost, you would incur very great expense, and in 
order that I may support the one and the other, it will be well that 
Your Majesty should pay out from your treasury to assist me, for in no 
other way can I obtain credit to incur such great expenses as I do, 
which are all absolutely necessary in order to expel the enemy from 
the land, and to prevent them from returning into it. 

The Governor of this Island as I have written Your Majesty, has 
not helped me with a single real, although I had two orders from Your 
Majesty that he should give me an armed ship, with fifty armed men, 
provisions for four months, that this should cost above twenty thousand 
ducats ; and although now he sees my strait, and the need I have of 
provisions to take with me, to supply the forts, and to take to Guale to 
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eject the French, and to St. Helena, and the great scarcity there is of 
them in this place, and the amount that I have expended for the troops 
that I had and still have here, and the large sum that the two vessels 
cost me which I sent with provisions to Florida ; that Your Majesty- 
has three hundred men at your charge in Florida, that they have noth- 
ing to eat and are perishing with hunger, and that he is bound to supply 
them, yet he has not found means to aid me with one single real, nor a 
load of cassavi, nor an arroba of beef, nor any thing worth a single 
maravedis. Even if he had no money of Your Majesty's, for this pur- 
pose, it is enough that he has fourteen or fifteen thousand ducats from 
the caravel that he took in my name and with them or a portion of them, 
he might assist me, since I bound myself to repay it, whenever Your 
Majesty shall so order. He also obstructs and hinders me, publicly 
and in secret, as much as he can, giving opportunity to my men to 
mutiny and desert, and that not a man who leaves me shall return ; also 
the physician and surgeon whom I was to carry have left me eight days 
ago, as soon as they knew the voyage I was going, and they are in a 
house here and he knows it, yet gives no orders to search for and take 
them, though knowing that I cannot go on my voyage without them. 
Evidence of all these things accompanies this, that Your Majesty may 
be satisfied of the truth of what has occurred. I suffer all, and shall 
suffer, as I have written Your Majesty, understanding that this is expe- 
dient for Your Majesty's service ; but if in future Your Majesty does 
not remedy this, it will be impossible to do what should be done for 
Your Majesty's service in the exploration of Florida, except with great 
danger, cost and delay, none of which ought to be incurred or endured. 

More than forty men of the company of the Captain-ship of Pedro 
de las Roclas, (may he be in Heaven) have deserted, in order not to go 
to Florida, and are waiting until I shall have departed to return to the 
town, for the Governor says that he has need of them to guard the 
place. I shall take about eighty persons from the ship; these will be 
with Estevano de las Alas until the fleet from New Spain shall arrive 
at this port, and will then immediately return here, as I do not want to 
take a single man or gun from this ship, for it seems to me that it will 
be necessary for the safety of the fleet. 

I conversed with Padre Fr. Andres de Urdaneta, who has arrived 
here from China, concerning the strait which it is certainly supposed 
there is in Florida, going in the direction of China, concerning which 
he has had a full account for many years, and the way in which we must 
proceed to learn this secret is that which I have communicated to Your 
Majesty in a memorial some years ago, for thus it can be done most 
speedily, best, at the least cost, and the truth of that secret will be best 
known and quickest, and being a matter of such importance to the ser- 
vice of God Our Lord and to the increase of Your Majesty's kingdom 
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and Royal treasury, I shall contrive in every possible way to be this 
coming winter in Your Majesty's kingdom. If I can, I shall send Cap- 
tain with the Indian to the Bay of St. Mary, in order that with 
his own eyes he may see this arm of the sea, so that Your Majesty may 
make such provisions in relation thereto, as shall be expedient to Your 
Majesty's service, and I shall make report of the things that I may have 
discovered and seen on the coast and in the land of Florida, and of the 
necessity there will be to people them and to support them, without 
Your Majesty expending upon this anything out of your Royal treasury, 
except, it may be some small amount, during the first two or three years, 
although it will be proper that my going shall be kept very secret, that 
it may not come to the knowledge of the enemy on account of the dan- 
ger to which my person would be exposed from them, for I shall leave 
the land of Florida, and the forts and settlements that remain in very 
good condition, and the winter so defends that coast that they will be 
very secure from enemies. 

It will be well that Your Majesty should make an order so that my 
tenders and small vessels which I am to bring, according to the compact 
may if necessary, carry that part of the clothing which they were to take 
to Florida to New Spain and Campeachy, so that they may obtain thence 
the provisions and necessary things that we require for Florida. 

I wrote to Your Majesty how the fleet of St. Domingo had been lost 
on this island, one hundred and fifty leagues from here, near Baracoa 
and how Estevano de las Alas had saved all the men in the vessel that 
he took for his flag-ship from Asturias and Biscay ; and as Your Maj- 
esty had commanded me that when the French were driven out of 
Florida I should discharge the troops for St. Domingo and send them 
to that Island, I, seeing that the French were dead, sent it there to be 
paid off, where it was lost near Hispaniola. This I did to obey what 
Your Majesty had commanded me in this matter, and so, that more 
easily and at less cost they could return to St. Domingo. This errand 
of mine went speedily to Gonzalo de Peiialosa who came in command 
of these men, and he considered them as discharged, but made a con- 
tract with a greater part of the men to come to this port of Havana ; 
others went to Santiago de Cuba and to Bayamo, in order to cross over 
to the New Kingdom, Peru, Honduras and New Spain, and all those 
who came here came with the intention of going on to Honduras & New 
Spain. I spoke with Penalosa and all these soldiers, stating to them 
that Your Majesty would be greatly displeased, if those who did not go 
with me to Flofida should not go back to St. Domingo, but I perceived 
that none of them would go to Florida with me, though I would wil- 
lingly receive them all, as well as all the other men, but it appeared to 
them a very laborious expedition and fifteen days ago a vessel left here 
for Campeachy, which the Governor visited, but would not permit me 
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visit, and after eight days, the weather being unfavorable, she returned ; 
and she had on board 35 of these St. Domingo soldiers and some of those 
of my command, and proposed to sail again in two days, it being fine 
weather. Seeing such irregularities and ill service of Your Majesty, 
and that I could not remedy it, I issued a proclamation, a copy of which 
goes herewith, at which the Governor and Penalosa and his soldiers 
were much offended. 

The Commandant and Sergeant Major write me from Florida that 
the trouble is insupportable that they have with the greater part of the 
men there, on account of their desertion from the country and speaking 
ill of it, and discouraging those who are not there, in order that they 
may be able to go over to the Indies, for many of them came with this 
intent ; and unless Your Majesty shall take sufficient measures in all 
the courts of the Indies, so that they may take within their districts, 
or even out of them if they can, all the men who shall have come to 
Florida, and left there without my leave, and send them prisoners to 
me in Florida, so that they shall serve perpetually at the oar, and so 
that those who come from Spain may not deceive themselves but under- 
stand that they are to remain here ; and that the Indies may not be 
filled up with knaves, and that I and my officers shall not have muti- 
nies, neither with the people who shall reside in Florida, I fear that I 
shall have no power to prevent it. 

I showed to the Padre Fr. Andres de Urdaneta samples of the gold 
and silver that there is in Florida ; and I am told that the Captains and 
soldiers who are there have got by barter a quantity of above a thousand 
ducats, and it is said there is among them a quantity of common gold. 

May Our Lord protect and prosper the Royal Catholic person of 
Your Majesty with increase of greater kingdoms and realms as Chris- 
tianity requires, and as we Your Majesty's servants desire. From 
Havana, January 30*.^ 1566. Your Majesty's humble servant kisses 
your Royal hands. 

Pero Menenbez. 

The original papers are found in the Archivo General de Indias at 
Seville among the papers taken from the Archives of Simancas. Vol- 
umes 17. 20 and 21 of letters from the Indias. 
Compared March 31?* 1795. 

Martin Fern! de Navarrete. 

From the copies in the Deposito Hidrografico at Madrid, September 
1«* 1836. 

Buckingham Smith. 

Translated August 1?* 1870, from copy in possession of Francis 
Parkman, City of Boston. H. Ware. 
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Mr. R. C. WiNTHROP, Jr., said : — 

I am sometimes harassed by persistent applications from 
simple-minded persons who are under the firm impression that 
the unpublished Winthrop papers of the colonial period must 
necessarily contain references to their supposed ancestors, and 
who think it very unreasonable of me not to be willing to 
devote day after day to an exhaustive search through a mass 
of manuscripts most of which are difficult to decipher. It occa- 
sionally happens, however, that my attention is thus drawn to 
something possessing a certain historical interest, in letters 
which have either escaped close attention or which have been 
laid aside for further examination and then been forgotten. 
Not long ago I was applied to by a lady who had allowed her- 
self to be persuaded that her family is entitled to an estate in 
England, and who was eager to learn something about two 
persons of the name of Pond who came over here at the 
foundation of the Massachusetts Colony. 

In the postscript to a long letter from Governor Winthrop 
to his eldest son, written a few weeks after he landed in New 
England, and dated Charlestown, July 23, 1630, occurs the 
following passage : — 

Commend me to old Pond, and tell him both his sons are well and 
remember their duty to him. He must needs send his son John some 
more provisions, for much of that he brought was spoiled by the way. 
You must demand money of him. His reckoning stands thus : 

His passage and goods come to ... . £27.0.0 
One cow 15.0.0 

42.0.0 
I had of him 10.0.0 

Rest due £32.0.0 

In a similar letter, written about seven weeks later and 
dated September 9, 1630, occurs the sentence : "- Commend me 
to all my good neighbors, M' Jarrold, William Pond, and the 
rest." 

This *' William Pond" is evidently the *'old Pond " of the 
preceding letter, who ,is stated to have been a well-to-do 
farmer and wool-stapler residing near Groton Manor, to whom 
Governor Winthrop had advanced money to enable him to 
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send two of his sons to New England to seek their fortunes. 
One of these sons is shown by the foregoing extract to have 
been named John ; and our former President, Mr. Savage, in 
his Genealogical Dictionary, says that the other was not im- 
probably a Robert Pond, afterward of Dorchester, who is 
known to have died in 1637, leaving a daughter Mary, and 
whose widow became the second wife of Edward Shepard of 
Cambridge.^ 

Among the unpublished manuscripts to which I began by 
alluding, I have found and am about to communicate a long 
letter to William Pond from one of these two sons, who forgot 
to sign his name to it. On account of the information it con- 
tained it was evidently loaned to John Winthrop, Jr., who was 
still in Suffolk, and it thus found its way to the collection of 
papers which he brought with him to Boston in the autumn of 
the same year. It is an exceptionally hard letter to read in 
the original and the spelling is atrocious, but I have found it 
well worth deciphering because it gives so vivid an impression 
of the hardships and privations endured by the early settlers, 
the ravages made by disease among them, and the exorbitant 
prices they had to pay for the necessaries of life. It is the 
simple straightforward letter of a young man who, having been 
by his own account a not altogether dutiful son, had crossed 
the Atlantic for no other motive than the hope of earning a 
livelihood as a farmer or in trade, but had thus far been 
wofully disappointed in the New World. His complaint of 
having nothing but water to drink is a feeling one, and he 
darkly intimates an intention of returning home again if his 
request for a hogshead of malt to make beer be disregarded. 
The list of prices he gives for provisions, live-stock, and ap- 
parel will interest the social statistician, and his account of 
the Indians, the soil, and the products of the country shows 
an observing mind. Indeed, I think his letter not unworthy of 
being collated with the well-known one from Thomas Dudley 
to the Countess of Lincoln, which was written less than a 
fortnight later.^ 

1 For much valuable information concerning early settlers by the name of 
Pond, see "A Genealogical Record of Daniel Pond and his Descendants," 
published, in 1873, by our associate Edward Doubleday Harris. 

2 See 1 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. viii. pp. 36-47. 
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POND TO WILLIAM POND. 

[March 15, 1631.] 

To my lovinge father William Ponde, at Etherston ^ in Suffolcke 
give theis. 

Most loveinge & kinde Father <& Mother, — My humble 
deutye remembreid unto you, trusteinge in God you are in good hellthe, 
& I pray remembr my love unto my brother Joseife & thanck him 
for his kindnes that I found at his hand at London, wich wase not the 
valleu of a fardin. I knowe, lovinge father, & do confese that I v^ase 
an undeuteyefull cheiild unto you when I liveied withe you & by you, 
for the wiche I am muche sorrowfull & greveid for it, trusteinge in God 
that he will geide me that I will never offend you so aney more & I 
truste in God that you will forgive me for it. My wreightein unto you 
is to lete you understand what a cuntrey theis New Eingland is whar 
we live. Her ar but fewoe Eingeines [Indians], a gret parte of them 
deyeid theis winture, it was thought it wase of the plage. Thay ar a 
craftey peple & thaye will cusson [cozen] & cheat, & thay ar a suttell 
peple, & whareas we ded expect gret stor of bever her is littell or non 
to be had, & thayr Sackemor John waietse it & maney of us truck with 
them & it leyethe us maney tymes in 8* a pound. Thay ar proper men 
& clenjointeide men & maney of them go nackeid with a skein abought 
thare loines, but now sume of them get Eingellishemenes parell ; & the 
cuntrey is verie rockey & heilley & sume champine ground & the soile 
is verie flete,^ & her is sume good ground & marshe ground, but her is 
no Myckellmes.^ Springe cattell threive well here, but thay give small 
stor of mylck. The best cattell for profFeit is sweines & a good sweine 
is her at 5* preise, a goose is worthe 2* a good one gote. Her is teim- 
bur good store & ackornes good stor, and her is good stor of feishe ife 
we had botes to goo for & leynes to serv to feishein. Her ar good stor 
of weield foule, but thay ar hard to come bye. It is hardur to get a 
shoot then it is in ould Eingland & peple her ar subjecte to deisesese, 
for her have deyeid of the scurveye & of the burninge fever neye too 
hundreid & ode ; beseide as maney leyethe lame & all Sudberie men 
ar ded but thre & three women & sume cheildren,* & proviseyones ar 
her at a wondurfull rat. Wheat mell [meal] is xiiij'' a bushell, & 

1 This was probably the writer's way of pronouncing and spelling Edward- 
stone, a village immediately adjoining Groton. There is no such place as 
"Etherston" in Suffolk. 

2 That is, a light soil superficially fruitful. 

8 The writer apparently had in mind the old English custom of eating 
roast goose at Michaelmas (the Feast of Saint Michael), which was the 29th of 
September. 

* For other contemporary references to the mortality which had prevailed, 
see Johnson's " Wonder- Working Providence/' and Governor Winthrop's letters 
to his wife. 
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pese x", & mault x% & Einder seid wheat is xv* & thare other wheat 
is x". Buttr xii*^ a pound & chese is 8^ a pound, & all kind of 
speyseis verie der & allmoste non to be got. If theis ship had 
not cume when it ded we had bine put to a woondurfule straughte, 
but thanckes be to God for sendinge of it in. ^ 1 reseyvied from 
the shipe a hogseite of mell, & the Governer tellethe me of a hundreid 
waight of chese the wiche I have reseyveid parte of it. I humblie 
thancke you for it. I ded expecte too coues, the wiche I had non, 
nor I do not arenestly deseyer that you shoold send me aney, becauese 
the cuntrey is not so as we ded expecte it. Tharefor, lovinge father, I 
wolld in tret you that you woolld send me a ferckeine of buttr & a hog- 
seit of mault onground, for we dreinck notheinge but walltre, & a 
corse clothe of fouer pound preise so it be thicke. For the fraute, if 
you of youer love will send them I will paye the fraute, for her is 
notheinge to be gote witheought we had cumemodeytes to go up to the 
Este partes amonckest the Eingeines to truck, for her whare we live 
her is no bever. Her is no clothe to be had to mack no parell, & shoes 
are at 5^ a payer for me, & that clothe that is woorthe 2^ 8^ a yard is 
woorthe her 5'. So I pray, father, send me fouer or ^ve yardes of 
clothe to mack us sume parell, & lovinge father, thoue T be far distante 
from you yet I pray you remembure me as youer cheield, & we do not 
know how longe we may subseiste, for we can not live her witheought 
provyseyones from ould Eingland. Tharefore, I pray do not put away 
youer shope stufe, for I theinck that in the eind, if I live, it must be my 
leveinge, for we do not know how longe theis plantatyon will stand, for 
sume of the magnautes that ded uphould it have turned off thare men & 
have givene it overe. Beseides, God hath tacken away the chefeiste stud 
in the land, M' Johnson & the ladye Arabella his wife, wiche wase the 
cheifeste man of estate in the land & one that woold a don moste good.^^ 
Her cam over xxv passeingares & thare cume backe agayn fouer skore 
& od parsones, & as maney more wolld a cume if thay had whare withe 
all to bringe them hom, for her ar maney that cam over the laste yere 
wiche wase woorthe too hundreid poundes afore thay cam ought of ould 
Eingland that betwine theis & Myckellmes wille be hardly worthe xxx*. 
So her we may live if we have suppleyes everey yere from ould Eing- 
land, otherweyse we can not subseiste. I may, as I will, worck hard, 
sete an ackorne of Eindey wheat, & if we do not set it withe fishe & 
that will coste xx% if we set it witheought fishe thay shall have but a 

1 For an account of the arrival of this ship (the Lion, Captain Pierce, from 
Bristol) on the 5th of February, 1631, see Life and Letters of John Winthrop, 
vol. ii. pp. 66, 67. 

2 Isaac Johnson, Esq., of Clipsham, co. Rutland, the richest of the leading 
men of the Massachusetts Bay Company, died in Charlestown, September 30, 
1630, his wife, Arabella Clinton, daughter of the third Earl of Lincoln, having pre- 
deceased him by about a month. For correspondence and other papers of his, 
see 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vi. pp. 20-33. 
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por crope. So father, I pray, consedre of my cause, for her will be 
but a verey por beinge, no beinge witheought, lovinge father, youer 
helpe withe provisseyones from ould Eingland. I had thought to a 
cam home in theis sheipe, for my provisseyones ware allmoste all 
spente, but that I humbley thanck you for youer gret love & kindnes in 
seindinge me sume provissyones, or elles I sholld & myne a bine halef 
faminyshed, but now I will, if it plese God that I have my hell the, I 
will plant what come I can, & if provisseyones be not cheper betwein 
theis & Myckellmes & that I do not her from you what I wase beste to 
do, I purpose to cume horn at Myckellmes. 

My wife rememburs hur humble deutey unto you & to my mother, & 
my love to my brother Joseife & to Sarey[?]Myler. Thus I leve you 
to the pro tec ty on of Allmytey God. 

From Walltmtowne [Watertown] in New Eingland the 15 of 
Marche, 1630 [1631]. 

[No signature.] 

We ware wondurfule seick as we cam at sea, withe the small poxe. 
No man thought that I & my leittell cheilld woolld a liveid. My 
boye is lame & my gurell too, & thar deyeid in the sheip that I cam in 
xiiij persones. 

Mr. Chaeles C. Smith said that in 1882 he prepared, 
at the request of the Council, a short account of the Society ; 
and as it seemed desirable to have this account reprinted, he 
had revised it, and had caused a new edition to be printed. 
Copies were on the table for distribution among the members. 
He also said that the new serial, comprising the October and 
November stated meetings and the special meeting in memory 
of Francis Parkman, would be sent to members on the 27th, 
and that he hoped to have another serial, comprising the De- 
cember and January meetings, on the table at the next meet- 
ing. The new volume of Collections, being the second part 
of the Belcher Papers, and the new volume of Proceedings 
were in such a state of forwardness that they would probably 
be ready about the time of the Annual Meeting in April. 

Rev. Dr. Edmund F. Slafter communicated for publica- 
tion in the Proceedings the memoir of the late Fitch Edward 
Oliver, M.D., which he had been appointed to write. 

Rev. Octavius B. Frothingham was appointed to write a 
memoir of the late Francis Parkman, and Professor W. W. 
Goodwin a memoir of Professor Torrey. 

60 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

FITCH EDWARD OLIVER, M.D. 

BY EDMUND F. SLAFTER. 



Fitch Edward Oliver was born in Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, on the 25th day of November, 1819, and died in Boston 
on the 8th day of December, 1892. He was descended front a 
distinguished line of ancestors, who have been prominent in 
the annals of Massachusetts from the beginning. Thomas 
Oliver, the emigrant ancestor, came in the '' William and 
Francis " from London, and settled in Boston in 1632. He 
was educated as a physician, and practised that profession in 
Boston. He also held the important office of ruling elder in 
the church. His son Peter and grandson Daniel were pro- 
minent merchants ; and the latter was a member of the Gov- 
ernor's Council, and eminent for his "piety, humility, and 
charity." Andrew, of the fourth generation, and Andrew, 
Jr., of the fifth, Thomas Fitch, of the sixth, and Daniel, of 
the seventh, were all graduates of Harvard College, and were 
distinguished for the high official positions which they occu- 
pied, or for their scholarship and learning. 

Dr. Daniel Oliver, the father of the subject of this sketch, 
was a man of ripe scholarship and wide learning. He was a 
Professor of Intellectual Philosophy in Dartmouth College for 
many years, and Lecturer on Chemistry and Materia Medica 
in the medical school connected with the College, and likewise 
in several other medical institutions. Two thirds of the work 
of translating the definitions of Schrevehus's Greek Lexicon, 
in Dr. John Pickering's first edition of that work, published in 
1829, were done by Dr. Daniel Oliver. He left three sons : 
Peter Oliver, the author of the "Puritan Commonwealth"; 
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the Rev. Andrew Oliver, D.D., Professor of Biblical Learning 
in the General Theological Seminary, New York ; and the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 

Fitch Edward Oliver received his early education at several 
institutions ; partly at the Franklin Academy, at North An- 
dover, at the Moor's School at Hanover, New Hampshire, and 
at Kimball Union Academy at Meriden, in the same State. In 
the autumn of 1835, then under sixteen years of age, he entered 
Dartmouth College. 

At that period it was customary in our New England col- 
leges to give the undergraduates in winter a long vacation, of 
about eight weeks ; and a great majority of them devoted 
this leisure to giving instruction in small schools in the rural 
districts. This custom was useful and salutary to the young 
men themselves. Besides the pecuniary advantage, the self- 
government and control, the dignity of bearing and propriety 
of conduct, which it was necessary to maintain at all times, 
the review of the fundamental and practical branches of edu- 
cation, which most of them needed, made these weeks not less 
improving than any other similar period of time in their whole 
college life. In his Sophomore year young Oliver, then seven- 
teen years of age, was appointed master of a small school in 
Boxford, Massachusetts, of which he says, in a note left among 
his papers, " I have reason to believe that my humble efforts 
to improve the rustic mind were not entirely fruitless." 

After his graduation, in 1839, the question of his future 
occupation or career presented itself for his decision. At 
that time most college men expected to enter one of the three 
learned professions, divinity, law, or medicine. By many the 
question was decided while they were in the early stages of 
their education. But young Oliver had given to the subject 
little thought ; in fact, he had no strong predilection for 
either. After a too hasty decision, he entered the office of 
the Hon. Ira Perley, of Concord, New Hampshire, subse- 
quently Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of that State, as 
a student of law. The experience of two months in office 
work and study made it clearly apparent to him that he had 
not the taste, and probably not the talent, for the legal pro- 
fession. He accordingly abandoned his hastily formed pur- 
pose, and, under the direction and tuition of his father, entered 
upon the study of medicine. During the winter of 1839-40 
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he attended a course of lectures at the Harvard Medical 
School. In the autumn of 1840 he likewise attended a course 
of lectures at the Medical School at Dartmouth C6llege. Late 
in the same autumn he accompanied his father, who was at 
that time a lecturer at the Medical College of Ohio, to Cincin- 
nati, where he attended another course of lectures. In March, 
1841, he returned to Boston, and became a student of medicine 
under the direction of Dr. John S. Butler, the medical super- 
intendent of the city institutions at South Boston, where he 
found ample opportunity for clinical observation and the study 
of disease. Remaining in Boston, he took a private course of 
instruction for a year or more under the tuition of Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. He continued .his studies in connection 
with the Harvard Medical School till the spring of 1843. 
With these ample sources of instruction, to which he devoted 
himself with unremitting assiduity, after the usual examina- 
tions, he received his medical degree from Harvard College, 
and was gratified to be told that he stood among the first of 
those who graduated that year. He was immediately elected 
a Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and continued 
in membership till his death. 

Before entering upon the practical duties of his profession, 
he passed somewhat more than a year in Europe, giving sev- 
eral months to the study of the Italian language, and to cer- 
tain branches of medical science for which he found better 
opportunities in Paris than had been offered at home. The 
remaining part of the year he devoted to travel. He visited 
the most interesting parts of Prance and Italy, and made him- 
self familiar, to some extent, with the most celebrated works 
of art, in painting, sculpture, and architecture. He was a 
month among the mountains of Switzerland, spending some 
time at all the distinguished points of observation, gathering 
impressions of natural scenery which were as lasting as they 
were elevating and inspiring, whose memories were clear and 
vivid and a source of pleasure to the end of his life. 

On returning to America in the autumn of 1844, he opened 
an office in Boston for the practice of medicine, where he con- 
tinued in practice, more or less actively, for forty-eight j^ears. 
Soon after he began practice he was appointed one of the Bos- 
ton Dispensary physicians. This corporation was established 
in the later years of the last century. It is wholly an eleemosy- 
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nary institution, and has no connection with the city govern- 
ment. Its expenses are paid by charitable contributions. 
Physicians are appointed by the corporation, who are in daily 
attendance at given hours, to prescribe for the poor who are 
invited to come, and medicines are given them free of expense. 
The services of the physicians are rendered gratuitously. To 
this most important and useful charity, Dr. Oliver gave his 
time and thought, with prompt and cheerful punctuality, for 
the period of three years. 

In 1848 Dr. Oliver, in connection with his friend Dr. Wil- 
liam W. Morland, translated from the French the erudite 
treatise entitled " The Elements of General Pathology," by 
Dr. A. F. Chomel. This work is an octavo volume of 458 
pages, and is a careful, learned, and scientific treatment of the 
subject. The translation, the chief part of which was done 
by Dr. Oliver, is in clear, succinct, idiomatic English, and was 
justly considered a valuable contribution to the literature of 
the medical profession. 

The next year, perhaps in recognition of his service in the 
before-named translation, he was elected a corresponding 
member of the Glasgow Medico-Chirurgical Society in Scot- 
land, and likewise the same year he was admitted to member- 
ship in the Boston Medical Improvement Society, in which he 
took an active interest. He was its recording secretary from 
1856 to 1860, during which period he prepared for the press 
extracts from its proceedings, containing valuable observations 
on the treatment of particular diseases by eminent surgeons 
and physicians of New England, making one of the eight 
octavo volumes of its publications. 

In 1860 he was appointed editor of the *' Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal," in connection with Dr. Calvin Ellis. 
He resigned this office in 1864, having issued three volumes 
of this valuable and highly scientific magazine. 

On the opening of the Boston City Hospital, in 1864, he was 
appointed one of the visiting physicians, which office he con- 
tinued to discharge until his resignation, in 1872, when he was 
appointed a consulting physician of this institution. 

For many years he was physician to the House of the 
Good Samaritan, a private hospital established and conducted 
by Miss Anne S. Robbins ; and on his resignation he continued 
his connection with the institution by becoming one of its 
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consulting physicians. At the time of his death he was like- 
wise the senior consulting physician to St. Luke's Conva- 
lescent Home. 

For ten years, from 1860 to 1870, he was an instructor in 
Materia Medica in the Harvard Medical School. In 1859 
he was elected to the professorship of Materia Medica in 
the Berkshire Medical School ; but some inconvenience as to 
the time of giving his lectures induced him to decline the 
appointment. 

In 1872 Dr. Oliver contributed to the State Board of Health 
an elaborate, able, and scientific paper on the use and abuse of 
opium, which was printed in tlie annual report of the Board 
for that year. The opinions which he obtained from members 
of the medical profession, and the facts which he gathered 
as to the abuse in the use of this narcotic present an impor- 
tant and surprising chapter in the history of hygiene in 
Massachusetts. 

Three years later, in 1875, he contributed a similar paper 
to the same Board, on the " Health of Boston," which was 
printed in their seventh report. In it he pointed out the dis- 
eases on which the variations of the death-rate largely depend, 
the localities in the city where they had chiefly prevailed, and 
the causes to which they could be satisfactorily traced. We 
have not the space here to give an analysis of this able and 
scientific treatment of a difficult and abstruse subject. Its 
publication is accompanied by a note which states that it is 
" commended by the Board to that careful consideration 
which the reputation of the writer and its thorough research 
deserve." 

As a physician, in the practice of medicine, Dr. Oliver 
brought to his duties fresh and abundant learning, conscien- 
tiousness, unsparing devotion, and the most scrupulous care. 
He was rewarded by the confidence, gratitude, and love of 
his patients. 

But Dr. Oliver was deeply interested in many subjects 
lying beyond the limits of his profession. Especially was this 
true of Massachusetts history, in which his family, in direct 
as well as in collateral lines, had borne an important and 
conspicuous part. 

Chief Justice Benjamin Lynde, and his son Benjamin Lynde, 
Jr., who succeeded his father as Chief Justice in the Province 
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of Massachusetts Bay, left each of them a manuscript diary of 
current events, which give an admirable picture of the social 
life of that period. The earliest record of the senior Lynde 
begins in 1690, and the last record of the junior ends in 1780o 
They thus cover, more or less completely, a period of ninety 
years. These distinguished magistrates were ancestors of Dr. 
Oliver. Inspired by a filial loyalty, he bestowed a great 
amount of time and care in preparing, by annotation and 
otherwise, these manuscripts for the press ; and they were 
privately printed in one volume in 1880, just a hundred years 
after the last entry was made by the younger Lynde, and the 
year immediately preceding his death. Dr. Oliver has pre- 
faced the volume with brief but carefully prepared memoirs of 
the two judges, with much information relating to the Lynde 
family ; while the diaries are illustrated with learned notes, 
the result of painstaking and unwearied research. 

The Hon. Thomas Hutchinson, who had been Chief Justice, 
and was Governor of the Province of Massachusetts Bay at 
the breaking out of the Revolution, after his retirement to 
England as a loyalist, kept a careful journal of events, noting 
his interviews and conversations with George IH., with the 
members of his cabinet, and persons of influence and distinc- 
tion, revealing incidentally the motives and springs of action 
that controlled his official conduct while a citizen of Boston. 
This diary had remained in manuscript somewhat over a 
hundred years, and was written not for publication, but for 
personal reference and for the satisfaction and information of 
his immediate family. 

From a long and careful study of the spirit and motives 
which controlled the conduct of the great body of the loyalists, 
it was Dr. Oliver's opinion that much injustice had been done 
them, and that this was especially true of Governor Hutchin- 
son, '' whom," in Dr. Oliver's own words, " American histori- 
ans have taken pleasure in misrepresenting because of his 
loyalty to the government he had sworn to defend and serve." 
He was confident that the publication of the diary would not 
only throw fresh light upon a most interesting period of Mas- 
sachusetts history, but remove from Governor Hutchinson the 
stigma which had been so unjustly placed upon him by some 
of our leading historians. The manuscript was in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Peter 0. Hutchinson, of Sidmouth, England, a 
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descendant of the author, with whom Dr. Oliver had for a long 
time been in intimate correspondence. At length by his ur- 
gency it was published, with other related documents, in 1884. 
It proves to be, what Dr. Oliver anticipated, an important 
contribution to our Revolutionary history. It makes it plain to 
the fair-minded, unprejudiced, conscientious student, that in 
that, as in most critical periods, there are really two sides to 
be considered ; that the vices are not all on one side, and the 
virtues all on the other. 

*' He finds with keen discriminating sight, 
Black 's not so black, nor white so very white." 

The Rev. William Hubbard, of Ipswich, who died in 1704, 
wrote what he entitled a " General History of New England," 
covering the period from the year 1620 to the year 1680. The 
original of the work disappeared at an early period. A copy 
was made, which still exists, and is in the possession of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. From this a copy was made 
by Chief Justice Oliver, who was an antiquary as well as a 
learned judge ; and when as a loyalist he left Massachusetts in 
1776, he took it with him to England, and it is now in the 
possession of one of his descendants. It is a somewhat sin- 
gular fact, that this valuable history remained in manuscript 
until 1815, when the Massachusetts Historical Society printed 
it in their Collections. Their copy, still in their possession, as 
before stated, was found to be defective. The copy made by 
Chief Justice Oliver was complete, and the Committee of Pub- 
lication made application to the family in England for a copy 
of such part of the manuscript as would enable them to make 
the printed edition complete. But the representative of the 
Oliver family in England, who was then in possession of the 
manuscript, was not in a mood to grant the request. The 
beginning and the end of the Society's manuscript were gone, 
and no one could know how much other parts of the work 
were modified by the lacking fragments ; nevertheless, like the 
headless and armless statues which we sometimes see in gal- 
leries of art, it had a value, which demanded its preservation. 
Hubbard's History was therefore printed, in 1815, with the 
great deficiencies above described. All students of Massa- 
chusetts history felt deeply the loss occasioned by these defects 
in the most important and valuable history of early New 
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England, and especially as the means of making it complete 
were still in existence. Dr. Oliver shared this common feeling 
of regret, and was probably the only gentleman in Massachu- 
setts who could hope to exercise any personal influence with 
the owner of the manuscript in England. After the laps^ of 
more than half a century, after the unsuccessful attempt at 
completing the work, the manuscript had fortunately passed 
into the hands of the generous-minded Mr. Peter O. Hutchin- 
son, a great-grandson of both Chief Justice Peter Oliver and 
of Governor Thomas Hutchinson. Dr. Oliver, who had long 
been on intimate terms with Mr. Hutchinson, made a cour- 
teous request for the missing parts of the manuscript, which 
was granted cordially and without hesitation. 

At the January meeting of the Society in 1878, Dr. Oliver 
communicated the copy necessary for supplying the deficiencies 
in the first printed edition, making in all nearly thirty pages 
of new matter, including a valuable preface by Hubbard of 
nearly nine pages, in the second and completed edition, which 
was issued the same year. Dr. Oliver often spoke with pride 
and satisfaction of his agency in completing this history. 

On the death of the Rev. Dr. Nicholas Hoppin, for many 
years Rector of Christ Church, Cambridge, Dr. Oliver, by 
appointment, wrote a very appreciative memoir, which was 
published in the Proceedings of the Historical Society for the 
year 1887. 

In 1890 Dr. Oliver edited and carried through the press 
a diary left by William Pynchon, a lawyer of distinction in 
Salem, Massachusetts. The journal extends through some- 
what more than thirteen years, with however several breaks, 
beginning in January, 1776, and ending on the 2d of March, 
1789. It covers the Revolutionary period and the early forma- 
tive years of our general government. It does not discuss 
political principles, but it casts, at times, suggestive doubts 
upon the new and untried measures of the reforming party. 
Mr. Pynchon was a loyalist, and was generally unmolested ; 
but at one time the windows of his house were broken by 
a " patriotic mob." 

The diary is chiefly important as giving incidentally a vivid 
picture of social life in Salem, and information relating to 
many prominent families in other parts of the country. Dr. 
Oliver has added a brief but interesting memoir of Mr. Pyn- 
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chon, and enriched the whole volume with valuable notes of 
local and family history. His annotations are models of their 
kind, clear, concise, and in pure, faultless English. 

Besides the publications already mentioned, Dr. Oliver left 
a large number of papers in manuscript, carefully prepared, 
and ready for the press. Among them are memoirs of fourteen 
distinguished persons bearing the name of Oliver, either in 
the line of his ancestors or in collateral branches of his family. 
Should these memoirs ever be published, as it is most desirable 
that they should be, they would constitute a rich contribution 
to that class of our historical literature to which they belong. 
He had likewise undertaken a history of the Church of the 
Advent, Boston, and had carried the work forward, covering 
somewhat more than a third of the period from its beginning 
to the present time. 

Dr. Oliver was a devout lover, indeed a highly gifted con- 
noisseur, of church music. In this science, to unusual natural 
gifts he added an exact knowledge and a refined and cul- 
tivated taste. He often indulged in original composition, but 
was too modest or too distrustful of himself to offer anything 
of his own for publication. In 1852 he published a small 
work, in which he adapted a selection of Gregorian melodies 
to the canticles in the Book of Common Prayer, the " Venite, 
exultemus Domino,'' " Te Deum laudamus," '' Benedicite 
omnia opera Domini," '•' Jubilate Deo," " Cantate Domino," 
and all the rest both in the morning and evening service. 
To these he added several others, and among them the 
'' De Profundis," his arrangement for which has come to be 
regarded as a classic. The quality of this publication, as well 
as the want it supplied, is indicated by the fact that it has 
already passed through seven editions. 

Four years later, in 1856, in association with the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Southgate, then Rector of the Church of the Advent in 
Boston, he edited the Psalter with appropriate chants, which 
was the first time the Psalter accompanied with music had 
ever been published in this country. 

In 1876 Dr. Oliver was elected a Resident Member of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and four years later was 
appojnted its Cabinet-keeper. This office placed in his charge 
the Society's portraits and other paintings in oil, its engrav- 
ings and photographs, its medals and coins, and its curios, the 
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accumulations of many years, the bulk of them significant 
illustrations of the history of Massachusetts, covering the 
whole period of its colonial, provincial, and State existence. 
The portraits and other paintings were systematically arranged 
on the walls of the gallery, with a convenient method of iden- 
tification ; the coins, medals, curios^ and objects of virtu were 
disposed in cases under glass, newly constructed for the 
purpose, where they can be easily seen, and where they may 
serve the educational purposes for which they were placed in 
the custody of the Historical Society. A file catalogue was 
also prepared and printed, in which the paintings, engravings, 
busts, and curios are classified and described under their 
appropriate heads, with references indicating the source from 
which they came to the Society. All this, done under the 
direction of Dr. Oliver, is of permanent value, and occupied 
much time and thought. Considerable progress was also made 
towards a catalogue of the Society's medals and coins, but 
this undertaking was left incomplete. 

Dr. Oliver was an ardent lover of his kindred, and knew 
them well far back in the past generations. He studied their 
characters with a generous and tender sympathy, and, with his 
conservative temperament, could hardly fail to imbibe in some 
degree the principles and sentiments of those, especially, who 
lived in the later provincial period. He made his home redo- 
lent of their memories. Its walls were adorned with large 
numbers of their portraits, the work of Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
Smibert, Blackburn, Copley, and of later artists. With them 
he lived both in the present and in the past. They were con- 
stant and prolific ministers of aesthetic pleasure and domestic 
enjoyment. By them his loyalty to their memories was daily 
strengthened, and his love and admiration were daily renewed. 

He made a valuable collection of Oliverana. It comprises 
the publications of those bearing the name, discourses, lec- 
tures, funeral sermons of which they were the subjects, en- 
gravings, pen and ink sketches, and memoirs in manuscript 
and in print. This rare and precious collection, and its asso- 
ciation with the loving thought and care that brought it to- 
gether, will render it of priceless value both to the family and 
to others in all future time. 

With Dr. Oliver his religion was of vital interest, and 
entered deeply into his heart and life. It occupied and ab- 
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sorbed his best thoughts, and directed his will, his purposes, 
and his aspirations. He identified himself with its institutions 
on his first entrance upon his profession in Boston. He valued 
the means which could unfold, enrich, and perfect the religious 
character. To promote this for himself and for others, he 
was, to the last, ready to sacrifice all considerations of ease 
and personal comfort. In 1847 he was elected a member of the 
Corporation of the Church of the Advent in Boston, a new 
parish established three years previously, as a free church, 
under the rectorship of the Rev. Dr. William Croswell. He 
continued a member of this corporation to the end of his life, 
a period of forty-five years. He was its Junior Warden for 
some years, and its Senior Warden at the time of his death. 
He was* deeply interested in the establishment of this parish, 
on a principle which he heartily approved, and was thoroughly 
identified with its inception, its growth, and its work, and 
for the most part was in sympathy and accord with the 
various distinguished rectors who have directed its affairs. 
He was fond of ritual, and believed the symbolism of Christian 
art to be an aid to devotion, and a useful teacher of religious 
truth. He loved his church dearly, and strove to render it 
as dear to others as it was to himself. 

At the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, held in New York in 1889, he was appointed on a 
Commission for the revision of the Hymnal of the Church. 
A commission had been appointed some years before, and had 
presented its final report; but it was thought best to con- 
tinue the work of revision, and a new commission was ap- 
pointed, of which Dr. Oliver was a member. The work of the 
Commission was divided into sections. Dr. Oliver was placed 
on a committee on "Versions and Emendations," with the 
Rev. Dr. John S. B. Hodges and Dr. Henry Copp^e, with 
Bishop Paddock of Massachusetts as chairman. The illness 
of Bishop Paddock and his death, which occurred a year and 
a half before the report was to be made at the next Conven- 
tion, placed a large part of the responsibility and the work 
upon Dr. Oliver. He entered upon the duty with great zeal 
and energy. He prepared an elaborate, careful, and discrimi- 
nating report, in which his learning in church music and hym- 
nology came into use, indicating at the same time that he had 
given to the subject an almost unlimited amount of time and 
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patient thought. He was also appointed a sub-committee to 
obtain from living authors their consent to make changes in 
their hymns, and from authors and publishers authority to print 
them in the Church Hymnal. This required a voluminous 
correspondence, both at home and abroad, which was labo- 
rious and sometimes difficult and perplexing, but was con- 
ducted with a dignity and courtesy which in all cases secured 
success. 

In his later years Dr. Oliver had retired mostly from the 
practice of medicine, but in no degree from intellectual and 
literary work. From the brief outline which we have given 
of his career, it is obvious that he was never an idle man. 
With the instincts and habits of a scholar, he investigated 
widely, systematically, and thoroughly. When he entered 
upon a theme of study, he was not content till he had patiently 
surveyed the whole field, and gathered in all that was neces- 
sary to know. In architecture he might properly be called a 
connoisseur ; he studied it with great delight, and sometimes 
said of himself that he ought to have been an architect. To 
the subject of the new version of the Bible recently brought 
out by the great convention of scholars in England, he gave 
much careful study, and arrived at conclusions not favorable 
to its complete excellence, but nevertheless to himself -clear 
and satisfactory. On all subjects which he had carefully con- 
sidered, he was firm in his convictions, forming his opinions 
slowly and changing them rarely. 

In social life Dr. Oliver was somewhat reticent, but mod- 
est, courteous, and dignified, and always an interesting and 
agreeable companion. 

He received the honorary degree of Master of Arts from 
Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, in 1860. 

He married, on the 17th of July, 1866, Susan Lawrence 
Mason, eldest daughter of the Rev. Charles Mason, D.D., and 
granddaughter of both the celebrated jurist, the Hon Jere- 
miah Mason, and of Amos Lawrence, a distinguished merchant 
of Boston. Mrs. Oliver and six children survive him, four 
sons and two daughters. The eldest son, Charles Edward, is 
an architect in Boston ; the second son, Andrew, a graduate 
of Harvard College in the Class of 1891, is an instructor in the 
classical department at Selwyn Hall, Reading, Pennsylvania. 



